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DEBATES OF A POLITICAL CLUB. 


Lucius Le na (Led S—h) ia Anfwer 
to Aurelius Atticus (L—d L—n) 
continued from our Appendix p. 652. 


TT EAARAAK T is not the houfe, my 
¢€ ses lords, we ever objected 


¥a} ments of our warmett 


tes 
aN 
4 } indignation againtt the 
ee oe Sia Seems the Second, 
Wve loved his family, we placed his 
Mlaughters on the throne , and‘as I be- 
fore obferved it was our love for the 
) proteitant part of his family, that led 
Ms to apply to the eleéctrefs Sophia, in 
ithe fettlement of the regal fucceilion. 
whe noble lord withes, he tellsus, to 
ybolifh all party-diftinétions, yet he is 
pgreatly offended that the diftinction of 
“Whig and tory is not inflexibly kept 
» Bp; the king muft govern by a faction 
fo pleafe his lordhin ; he muft not be 
/#¢ common father of his people, but 
»She monarch only of the whigs ; ata 
me that thefe deftructive diftinctions 
@e happily haftening'to oblivion, they 
S#hutt be revived by a judicious fovereign, 
wand to conciliate the affections of all to 
"whe governmentof a Brunfwick prince, 
€ unoffending pofterity of the tories 
“Butt be held in a ftate of eternal pro- 
weeiption! What weight, what re- 


the houfe. In the mo- 













fuch wretched politicians; thefe 
hountebanks in government, who 
e(cribe the revival of parties as the 
beans of reftoring domeitic peace, and 
hen they paint us on the brink of ruin 
claim on the neceflity of ur com- 
encing an immediate war ? To your 
rdthips I fubmit the debate, and de- 
the previous queftion may now de- 
mile the force of our refpective argu- 
ents. } 


ee Jaa. 27714. 
















KS} to, but to the papifts of 


“weerd, my lords, is due to the reafonings ' 






The previousqueftien was accordingly 
put, and the original motion for the 
papers was rejected by fixty fiveagainit 
twenty-one. 

Having thus given the public, with 
our cuftomary fidelity, the debates on 
the demand made by Lucius Verus 
Paterculus, inthe upper club-room, for 
all the papers neceflary to elucidate the 
difpute with Spain, we now proceed to 
the motion made in the fame room on 
the 28th of Nov. by Victor America- 
nus to afcertain the rights of election ; 
but as the argument on this fubject 
was barely arepetition of what the rea- 
der will find in the political debates in 
our Magazines of February, March 
and April, we fhall confine ourfelves 
to that part of. the reafoning, which 
branched into a digre‘five retro{pection 
of our law courts, and the mode of ad- 
miniftring juftice in fome late decifions 
of popular caufes, on which Viétor 
Americanus animadverting with much 
feverity,Horatius Tullius (Lord M—d) 
made the following reply. 

Mott illuftrious l—s, 

THE opinion of this houfe has 
been fo repeatedly and fo fully taken 
on the bufinefs of the Middlefex elec. 
tion, that it is utterly needlefs for me 
to make any somes what the noble 
lord has now been pleafed to upon 
the fubject; I her rife onl eto 
correct thefe miftakes with refpect to 
his charges againft me in a judicial 
character, charges quite remote frona 
the purport of his motion, and intro- 
duced merely as a fréth tub to amufe 
the wretched whale of popularity. 

It ig extremely painful, my lords, 
where a man is publickly attacked,not 
only to haveprejudice to contend with, . 
but ignorance; I fay ignorance, be- 
ae highly as I refpeét the abilities of 
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my 
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my accufer in other matters, this is a 
point upon which he is entirely defti- 
tute of information, indeed fo defti- 
tute, that was I not apprehenfive my 
filence might be liable to mifconftruc- 
tion, I fhould not have diftinguifhed 
him with the attention of a reply. 
The-noble lord is pleafed to fay, that 
the conftitution of this country has 
not only been wounded in the Houle 
of Commons in the material right of 
election, but in the court of King’s 
Bench by the immediate difpenfers of 
the law. His lordthip tells the houfe, 
that doctrines ho lefs new, than dan- 
gerous in their nature have been in- 
culcated in this court, and that parti- 
cularly in a charge which I delivered to 
the jury on Mr. Woodfall’s trial, my 
directions were contraryto law, re- 
pugnant to practice, and injurious to 
the deareft liberties of the people.— 
This is an alarming picture, my lords, 
it is drawn with great parade, and 
coloured to affect the paffions ama- 
zingly. -Unhappily, however, for the 
painter, it wants the effential circum- 
ftance of truth in the defign, and muft 
like many other political pictures be 
thrown, notwithftanding the reputa- 
tion of the artift, among the miferable 
daubings of faction. 

So far in fatt, my lords, is the 
eharge without hrindition, that the 
directions now given to juries are the 
fame that ever ee been. There is 
no novelty introduced; no chicanery 
attempted; nor has there, till to ferve 
fome interefted purpofes of late, been 
any outcry raifed again& the integrity 
ef the King’s Bench. When indeed 
the abettors of fedition found, that 
the judges were neither to be flattered 
from their duty by fulfome adulation, 
nor intimidated by the daring voice of 
licentioufnefs ; when they found that 
Juftice was not afraid of drawing her 
{word againft the greateft favourite of 


an inconfiderate multitude, they had. 


no refource but to: impeach the probity 
of her minifters; to acknowledge the 
equity of any fentence againft them- 
felves, would be to give up their pre- 
tenfions to patriotifm ; and to acknow- 
ledge their difregard of thofe laws, 
upon an attachment to which, they 
founded all their reputation with the 
people.— What, therefore, was to be 
done? to traduce the judges; to re- 
prefent them as the fervile tools of 
every arbitrary miniftcr; to repre- 





Jan, | 


fent every criminal of a popular na- 4 
ture, a martyr to the public good, and ~ 


to excite a general abhorrence of all 
legal fubordination, 

The noble lord will probably ob- 
ferve, that apt as the populace are to 
imbibe injurious opinions with refpect 


to men in office, there muft never. 


thelefs be fome foundation for thefe 7 


> 
| 


opinions before they can be univerfally 
believed.— This, however, manifeftly 


contradicts his own declaration upon _ 


a very recent occafion ; where {peaking 
of the late Lord Anfon, he faid, that 
to the wifdom, experience and care of 
that nobleman the nation was indebted 
for all the naval glories of the laft war. 
—Yet Lord Anfon according to his 
account was fo obnoxious to the milli- 
on, that my accufer thanks God he 
had fortitude enough to place him at 
the head of the admiralty, in fpite of 
all the popular clamours raifed againtt 
hin ; in direct oppofition to the cla- 
mours of the merchants, and the whole 
city of London. 

If this is not fufficient to ferve the 
noble lord, what fhall we fay of Sir 
Robert Walpole’s adminiitration, 
which he himfelf oppofed, though he 
now favours us with fo many compli- 
ments on the wifdom, on the rectitude 
of that celebrated ftatefman ? Or what 
will he fay to the late Lord Granville’s 
continued want of popularity, to 
whofe abilities, to whofe patronage he 
confeffled himfelf indebted for every 
thing he is in politics?—Here are 
proofs of his own producing in favour 
of unpopular characters; and I do 
not defpair on future occafions to hear 
a multiplication of the inftances. 

In the law particularly, my lords, 


it is well worth obferving that fome of © 


the names moit efteemed by the ac- 
cufers of the prefent judges, have been 


eminent for maintaining the very doc- — 


trines, which now expofe the King’s 4% 
Bench to a torrent of unremitted ob- 
loguy.—I could quote numerous a+ 


thorities, equally juft and refpectable, - 


of this opinion, but I will only men- —@ 


tion three: Mr. Juftice Dennifon, | 
Mr. Juftice Forfter, and Mr. Juftice” 


Yates, all independent men ; the noble 
lord has mifconceived the matter, by 
implicitly ‘believing, as many others 
do, what has appeared in print refpet- 


ing the nature of libels, and dire€tion’ > 


to juries, whereas much is often prin’: 


ie, 


ae 
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a~ totally falfe and groundlefs ; if I 
nd pperly underttood the noble lord, he 
all ant to fay, that the jury were told 
Shey were only judges of the faé&t and 
b- WiBt of the law, but his lordfhip was 
to taken ;_F have always, in one uni- 
ct m manner, told a jury, that they 
r- ‘Were to judge of what appeared by the 
fe Wiiidence in court, both refpecting the 
lly "“Wieblication and refpecting the juflifica- 
‘ly “Giiex of any libel; where no juttifica- 
on “ion of the matter in the information 
ng “MPas entered into, they were to find ac- 
at “@ording to their ge epee whether 
of “he inuendos, and the criminal infe- 
ed —‘Wence in the information, were fuch as 
uw. ‘@he paper deferved. I fhall at: all 
\is ‘fimes be proud of changing my opi- 
li- “Giion, when it appears that my judge- 
he ent is improper; many precedents 
at . @f the ableft lawyers doing fo, might 
of recollected; and upon all trials 
aft where I have prefided, I have faid, 
a-  @hat if I was wrong in my dire¢tion, 
dle [ would moft willingly be fet right in 
‘@ arreft of judgement; for if a direc- 
he jon toa jury is improper, the whole 
sir werdié is null and void, and a new 
n, rial muft be granted. It may pro- 
he ably furprife the houfe, that no ob- 
li.  geétion has, in fourteen years, been 
de  ‘@ver made to my conduét in this par- 
at “ficular, though I have fo repeatedly de- 
e's “fred it whenever I was thought 
to | Wrong. Judges, my lords, cannot 
he  goaftray from the exprefs and known 
ry aw of the land; they are bound by 
re  @ath punctually to follow the laws. 
ur have ever made it the rule of my 
jo "@onducr, to do what was juft, and 
ar | @onfcious of my own integrity, am 
Mable to look with contempt upon libels 
1s, mand libellers. Before the noble lord, 
of \ therefore, arraigns my judicial cha- 


\C- 


Wracter, he fthould make himfelf ac- 


o) | )Muainted with facts; the fcurrility of 


C- 


: ha lord of parliament thould always 


ae ff 


> 







>a news-paper may be good informa- 
ition for a coffee-houfe politician, but 





Pipeak from higher authority ; though 
if my noble. accufer is no more ac- 


PHquainted with:the principles of law in 


Mthe prefent point, than in what is ad- 


vanced to {upport the motion, where 
BP he told us an action would lie againft 


®the Houfe of Commons for expellin 
Mr. Wilkes, I am fearful the ‘ighelt 


: ; authorities will not extend his ideas of 
~» jerfprudence, nor entitle him to a 


that a libel or not a libel isa 


Political Club. 5 


patient hearing upon a legal queftion 
in this illuftrious ailembly. 

Victor Americanus replied to He- 
ratius Tullius thus: 

Mott illuftrious l—s, 

IF I conceive the noble lord on the 
woolfack right, or have been rightly 
informed by the public prints, from 
which I candidly confefs, I originally 
derived my information on this fubject, 
the dottrine of the King’s Bench is, 
ueftion 
of law to be decided only by the 
court, and the fole power of the jury 
is to determine upon the fact of print- 
ing and publifhing.—This, my lords, 
I underftand to be the noble lord's 
opinion, but this I never underftood 
to be the law of England, on the con- 
trary I always underitood that the jury 
were competent judges of the law, as 
well as of the faét, and indeed if they 
are not, I can fee no eflential benefit 
arifing from their inftitution to the 
community. 

I am therefore defirous, my lords, 
I am earneftly defirous, that a day 
may be Te for examining into 
the conduct of fuch judges as dare to 
eftablith this anticonftitutional practice 
in our courts. —I am well affured from 
the moft refpectable authority that the 
practice is immediately fubverfive of 
our deareft rizhts, our moft invaluable 
liberties ; and profligate as the times 
may be, thefe are objects that intereft 
fhould lead us to defend, even if we 
are wholly unactuated by principle.— 
In a late trial of an imputed libel, my 
lords, it was declared from the bench, 
that if the jury inftead of adding the 
word only to their verdict had found 
the defendant generally guilty of print- 
ing and publifhing, they would have 
found him guilty of the libel, even 
though the paper might be perfeétly 
innocent. But where is the wonder 
that our laws fhould be perverted, 

when the conftitution upon which thefe 
laws are built has been fo infameoufly 
wounded? The fuperftruéture may 
well give way, when the foundation is 
fo notorioufly deftroyed.—Excufe me, 
my lords, for introducisg the Mid- 
diefex election fo frequently.—I can- 
not but introduce it on every occafion, 

The right of election isthe vital cir- 

culation in the body politic. Stop it 

and we are politically deftroyed. 
| ' a What 
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What fignifies talking about our laws, 
if the right of making thefe laws is vi- 
@lentiy torn from us? We cannot, 
therefore, enter upon any debate in 
which the Middlefex bufinefs will not 
be proper, in which it will not be ab- 
folutely neceflary. —1 fhall for my part 
confider it as the alarm bell to liberty ; 
I fhall ring it inceflantly in the ears of 
the whole kingdom, till I roufe the 
people to a proper fenfe of their inju- 
ries, and convince our minifters, in- 
trenched as they arein them venal ma- 
jorities, that the privileges of Englith- 


. men are never to be imfringed with 


impunity. 

Victor Americanus was fupported in 
this argument by Sulpicius Strabo 
(Lord C n.) 

Mof illuftrious l—s, 

AS this debate feems to turn 
upon a point of law, and, from a mo- 
tion for reftraining the defpotifm of 
the lower houfe in matters of elec- 
tion, has been changed into a ftric- 
ture wpon the conduct ew the noble 
judge on the woolfack, it would be 
highly neceflary to have the direction 
to the jury before us, which my iluf- 
trious friend, who {poke laft, has al- 
luded to; if we can obtain this direc- 
tion, and obtain it fully ftated, I thall 
very readily deliver my epinion upon 
the doctrine it inculcates, and if they 
appear to me contrary to the known, 
the eftablithed principles of the con- 
ftitution, I fhall not fcruple to tell 





- the author of his miftake in the open 


face of this aflembly. This I fhall 
think peculiarly my duty, as it may 
be fuppofed that a man, who has palf- 
fed through the higheft departments 
of the law, has made the ftudy of 
the conititution a more immediate ob- 
ject of his attention, than thofe l—s 
who have not profeilionally taken it 


p. 

Iam but too fenfible, my lords, of 
the difreputable ftate of our law courts 
at prefent, and I heartily with that 
fome effectual method may be taken 
to recover their former credit, their 
former dignity. The beft method of 
doing this; in my opinion, is to af- 
certain the truth, or the falfehood, . of 
the popular reports, fo boldly, fo ge- 
nerally propagated againft their mode 
of admuiniftering juftice. Let us try, 
my lords, whether they are venal;.. or. 
Whether they are otherwife. As a 






- lawyer, Iam a friend to the. co 
and fhould be fincerely concerned, 
the fpirit of the times has fatte; 
any unmerited ftigma on their ¢ 
racters. If they are, as they oug 
to be, immaculate, we cannot 4 
them a more eflential fervice, than 
fix a day for enquiring into their cof 
duct———We fhall then be able to cell 
tify in their favour——We fhall th 
give their probity the fanction of ol 
evidence, and reftore them to tis 
efteem, to the confidence of th 
country. On the other hand, fhouw | 
the popular rumours have unhappi)® 
a foundation in faét, we owe it; | 
ourfelves, and to pofterity, to driv § 
them indignantly from the fet 
which they difhonour, and to pun Pi 
them in an exemplary manner for the 
malverfation. ot 

The noble lord upon the wool fai 
has been pleafed to | Sees at my illu, & 
trious friend, on account of his w.® 
acquaintance with law, and fayin; 4 
that an action for damages lies again: ™* 
the Hous of Commons, in cont 
quence of the Middlefex ele¢ction.~* 
The noble lord however triumph; * 
without a victory; if he fuppofes th: oa 
laws of this country founded upo: 
juftice, he muft acknowledge the pro. 
priety of the very obfervation whic) ? 
excites his ridicule-———Will bh: 
venture to fay, that in the Middlefex & 
bufinefs, the freeholders have no 
been grofsly, dangeroufly injwied? 
Will he venture to fay, that being | 
injured they have not a legal claim to 
redrefs ?—a legal title to compenfa. 
tion for the damage they have fuftain- 
ed? He knows they have—he canno! 
deny their claim, unlefs he places 
the fimple refolution of the other 
houfe, entirely above the eftablithed 
laws of the land, and tells us, that 
the lowelt eftate of parliament is coa- ¢ 
fitutionally’ warranted .to annihilate @ 
the conftitution. . 

I am not, my lords, declaiming on 
this occafion, as the member of a par- | 
ty, as a courtier out of place, or as 4 
man whom private pique, or public 
difappointment, has rendered-at all © 
events determined to eppofe the ope- 
rations of government—No, my lords 7 
—I have no attachment to Mr.Wilkes, 
as Mr. Wilkes; no refentment to ~ 
Colonel Luttrel, as Colonel Luttre!; 
the perfon expelled, and the perfon 
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1 by the Commons, is alike in- 
nt tome. I only feel for the 
ies of the people; I only fpeak 
he precedent appears dangerous 
be pillars of freedom, and likely 


weaken the conftitution over the_ 


s of pofterity. On thefe princi- 
I thal! ever follow the lead of my 
rious friend, and tranfmit my 

unfullied to the annals of my 
try 


7 i xis Tarquinius (the D. of G—) 


ie next in the debate. 

of iiluftrious l—s, 

THE fubject of the original mo- 
upon the table, having been re- 
dly difcuffled in this aflembly, 


fi@a new argument, relative te the 


uct of our law courts, having ari- 
from it, that feems very neceflary 
confidered, I fhall take the li- 
fey of making a few remarks on 
hat the noble lord, who {poke laft, 
been pleaféd to advance, and then 
your lordfhips to adjourn, as 
appears no great likelihood of 
y any other bufinefs. 
e noble lord on the woolfack 


has accounted, in the moft fatisfactory 


er, for the fcandalous reports 
h are propagated againft the in- 
ty of our judges, and I believe 
is not an individual in this af- 
ly, contrary a language as fome 
ufe, who is not convinced, that 
ee reports fpring more from the 
fy rectitude of the courts, than 
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from any real fufpicion of their vena- 
lity. The great crime of the fages 
in Weftminfer-hall, my lords, 1s, 
their xot having proftituted the pub- 
lie ordinances of the kingdom to the 
purpofes of fedition. Had the judges 
pronounced defamation legal--had they 
given a fanction to outrage—had they 
declared the fubverfion of all govern- 
ment was right—and held it loyalty 
to make a noon-day attack upon the 
palace of the fovereign———had they, 
my lords, fupported licentioufnefs, by 
conceflions of this abjeét nature, then 
inftead of libels on their difhonefty, we 
fhould only hear Io Pzans.to their 
praife—Popularity would pour forth 
all its doggrel to celebrate their unex- 
ampled virtue—Grubftreet would ring 
with miférable ditties to their honour, 
and we fhould find them inceflantly 
extolled by the deluded multitude for 
thofe actions, which would lead the 
mind of intelligence to doom them to 
the axe. 

The noble lord, who fpoke laft, 
profefles himfelf.a friend. to the law’ 
courts, and indeed with good reafon, 
as he owes every confequence he pof- 
feffes to thefe courts. He tells us, my 
lords, thit we cannot poflibly confer a 
greater favour on the judges, than to 
{crutinize their conduét, than to join 
with the roar of the rabble, and give 
a foundation for clamour, by giving 
it the cohfequence of an enquiry. 

[To be continued in our next.] 
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HE late month has been par- 
ticularly aufpicious to the the- 
Two new pieces, the one AL- 
» a tragedy from Voltaire, by 
Cilifia of Genoa, a daughter of 
late celebrated Mr. Mallet; and 
other THe West-Invian, a 
dy by Mr. Cumberland, have 
exhibited with great fuccefs at 
y-lane. The tragedy having firft 
ared is of courfe the firft object 
r criticifm. 
PERSONS, 

ncred - Mr. Barry, 

polph + = =Mr. Reddif. 

d ee Mr. Inchbald. 
baiian Mr. Aickin. 
bredan Vents. Mr. }. Aickin. 
tanlo Mr. Palmer. 


ida - Mrs. Barry, 


Sophia 4 


Mrs. W. Barry, 
Squires, 


Attendants, Waiting Women, 
Soldiers, &e. 
SCENE, Syracufe ix Sicily, 
FABLE. 

T HE city of Syracufe having been 

for a long time diftraéted by 
inteftine broils the Senate were prevail- 
ed on bythe party which efpoufed the 
caufe of Orbaflan, a nobleman of great 
military abilities, to banifh a young 
knight called Tancred, who was de- 
fcended from a noble Gaulith family, 
and had enjoyed an honourable poft in 
the armres of the Syracufans, which, 
together with his eftates, were given 
to his rival Orbaffan, by a decree of 
the national aflembly, who made it 
death to any of their citizens that 
fhould give extertainment to, or hold 
the 
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the leaft correfpondence with the unfor- 
tunate Tancrexi. 

During thefe tranfactions the fultan 
Solyman invaded the Ifland of Sicily 
with a powerful army, and laid fiege to 
Syracufe, which made the inhabitants 
unite for the general good, and defend 
themfelves with fo much valour, that 
Solyman, tired with the tedioufnels of 
the fiege, propofed making peace on 
certain conditions, one of which was, 
that Almida, the daughterof Arnolph, 
one of the firft noblemen in the repu- 
blic, a young lady eminently diftinguife- 
ed for her beauty and merit, fhould 
be given him in marriage. This pro- 

fal was extremely difagreeable to 
Arnolph, who could by no means think 
of making his daughter a facrifice to a 
Muffulman, and ufed all his influence 
with the fenate to make them reject 
Solyman’s terms, which they did ac- 
cordingly, and enacted, with the con- 
fent of Arnolph, that Almida fhould 
give her hand to Orbafflan, whom 
they made commander in chief of their 
forces. 

At this period the play commences: 
Almida, who had been educated at 
the court of Cafar, where fhe was at a 
very early age betrothed by her mother 
to Tancred, whofe amiable qualities 
made a lafting impreffion on her heart, 
was extremely fhecked at the determi- 
nation of her father and the fenate, 
and endeavoured to poftpone the mar- 
riage for fome days, in order to find a 
method of acquainting Tancred with 
her unhappy fieuation. 

Orbaffan, who was remarkable for 
roughnefs and aufterity of manners, 
and who confidered the match merely 
a6 a political one, calculated to procure 
public happine(s rather than hisown, 
made no difficulty of deferring the 
nuptials for a fhort time. Almida 
then acquainted her confidant Sophia, 
that fhe had received intelligence that 
Tancred was indifguife at Meffina, 
and refolved to feize the firft opportu- 
nity of prefenting himfelf betore the 
citizens of Syracufe, and afferting his 
rights, to the utter confufion of his 
enemies. 

This information was communicated 
to Almida by a trufty flave belonging 
to Tancred, who had found means to 
pafs through Solyman’s troops, and 
get into the city. To this faithful 
gueflenger Almida delivered a letter 
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without any fuperfcription for }.” 
lover, deforibing her own diftrefs, ay” 
inviting him to Syracufe, declari,” 
fhe doubted not but he would ¢¢ re}, 7 
there as much in the hearts of 1) _ 
people as he did im her own.” T, ” 
unfortunate flave had fearcely got wit, 7 
out the walls of the city, when he nw 
intercepted by Orbaflan’s guards, wi. 
a hima {py belonging to t, § 
Mahometan army, killed him on t) 
fpot, and, on examining his paper 
ound Almida’s epiftle, which, fro” 
the contents, was univerfally believ: — 
to be intended for the fultan. Ath | 
nifhed and enraged at the account » 
this fatal circumftance, Arnolph acqu | 
efced with the fenators in dooming |i % 
daughter to immediate death, as th ~ 
betrayer of her country, and the lai 7 
received the news of her fate withor ~ 
difcovering the perfon for whom th © 
letter was really defigned, and with 7 
magnanimity that furprized all th 4 
beholders. “a 
At that time an ancient culo | 
prevailed in Syracufe, which was, th: 7 
if any courteous knight interfered : 7 
the favour of a woman who was co 7 
demned to death, and challenged, « © 
fought, and conquered her accufe 
fhe was by the laws of chivalry deem«e 7 
guiltlefs, and preferved from punil — 
ment. Orbafflan, who was affect: 
with the diftrefs of the lovely Almid: — 
expreffed fome inclination to ftand for! ~ 
as her champion on this awfuloccafio: 7 
but finding, from a converfation wi 7 
her, as her foul was above difler ~ 
bling, that her heart was abfolut: 
engaged to another, refentment to 7 
my of pity, andhe not only !eft her = 
er fate, but urged it on with all th 7 
rancour that difappointment and |i 7 
tred could infpire. oe 
At this juncture, Solyman havit 7 
withdrawn his troops to a thert (7 
tance from the city, Tancred, and) > 4 
friend Aldamon, arrive in difguile “7 
Syracufe, where they foon hear 7 
ftory of Almida’s correfpondence wit 7 
Solyman ; {truck with horror at he 
fuppofed infidelity, which is corrode | 
rated by feveral circumftances,Tancrt 7 
refolves to tear her from his heart, b¥ = 
at the fame time penetrated with gr’ 7 
at the diftracted ftate of her fathe 7 
and burning with rage againft Orbs — 
fan, he offers himfelf as a champ! ~ 
in her caufe, and dares his sival to i" 7 
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le combat. Orbaffan, without know- 
g his opponent, accepts the challenge, 
d is killed in the conteft; “uring 
hich the fultan, at the head of his 
my, returns to the charge, and 
prepares to aflault the city in feveral 
places. 

Tancred, who is regarded by the 
seople with the higheft admiration, 
or his condutt towards Almida, offers 
imfelf to head 4 party of Syracufans 
pgainft Solyman, bemg determined, 
s he imagines his miftrefs falfe, to feck 
glorious death arnidft the foes of his 
ountry. His offer is gladly accepted 
by the citizéns, and juit as he 1s going 


; tf, Almida enters to thank her delive- 


Be: 


er; whom fhe foon difcover's to be her 
ong loft lover, but fears to proclaim it, 
n account of the edit which had paff- 
id againft him, and {s not a little dif- 


Preffed to guefs the caufe of his coldnefs. 


ancred, after abfolving Almida, in 


i, rivate, from her vows of fidelity, 


ithout affigning the caufe, requetts 


Hor Ber to forget him, and leaves her ab- 


ptly to lead his troops to the attack, 


Penetrated with anguifh, refentment, 


> 


ddefpair, Almida grows outrageous, 
proaches her father, and execrates 
Hthe fenators, as the origin of all her 
Morrows, and refolves to follow Tancred 
M¥o the field, for an explanation of his 


vam 


-amnbi 
| The fally; conducted by Tancred, 


%*, 


ous behaviour. 


“Biucceeded Beyond txpettation ; the 
 Mahonmtietans were put into confufion 


/Sxtraordinary 


the wonderful atchievements of this 
ftranger, who was falu- 


Ted by the Syracufans as the faviour 
Sf their country ;/and on his true 


_ Gihad paffed a 


4 haracter being at Jength difcovered, 
Rhe fenate agreed, as a reward for his 


gnal fervices, to.repeal the act they 
gainft him, and reftore him 
0 his hereditary honours. 

This news feemed to afford fome pro- 
pect of happinefs to Almida, who by 
his time had conjectured the true culate 
bf her lover's jealoufy ; but it was of 
ery fhort duration, foe as he was en- 

ing the city, amid the acclamations 
f the people, the Saracens rallied and 

newéd the fight, in which Tancted 


ngaged with abfolute defperation, and 
ally routed Solyman’s army, but 
ceived a mortal wound that filled all 


yracufe with forrow. Finding his 
eath at hand, he fent a note to Almi- 
to this purport; * I die from your 
Jan. 1771, 
- 


Tue BarrisH THEATRE. 


9 
perfidy.” The unhappy Jady had juit 
time to clear up the myftery before her 
beloved Tancred breathed his laft upom 
her bofom, and fhe herielt expired 
foon after in a paroxy{m of diftraction. 

Having thus given the fab!e of Ai- 
mida, we cannot exprefs our opinion 
with ‘refpeét to the merit of this 
piece, more fully, than in the words 
of an ingenious critique, which we 
have read in the St. James’s Chroni- 
cle. : 

IN delivering my fentiments upon 
this very fuccefsful tragedy (fays the 
critic) my criticifms will not fall fo 
much upon the fair author of Almida, 
as upon the celebrated Voltaire, who 
wrote the original, Tancrede. The 
Lady has followed her French conduc- 
tor, aét by aét, and fcene by fcene ; 
therefore whatever faults may be found 
with the fable in its foundation and 
conftruction, they may be imput« 
ed to the French Veteran; and what- 
ever alterations have been made in the 
tranflation, or imitation of particu- 
lar fpeeches, muft be placed to the 
lady’s account. As it will be impoffible - 
to remember, by merely attending the 
reprefentation, the pailages fhe may 
have weakened or improved, I fhall 
leave a difcuffion of that matter for a 
tuture paper, (when the tragedy is 
Seegewey! and only point out the de- 

ects and beauties of the drama in ge- 
neral, and recolleét fome things in the 
French play, which have been omitted 
in the Englith, and (vice verfa) fome 
things added in the tranflation, and 
leave the publick to decide upon the 
merits and demerits of each. I lay it 
down as one of the moft indifputable 
pofitions, that"tn a dramatic perform- 
ance there fhould not be the leaft doubt 
or perplexity in the courfé of the ftory: 
the leaft mift or darknefs will make an 
audience .wander, and the jartictilar 
fentiments or exprefling of the pafhoris 
may give delight ; yet if a {peétator is 
bewildered in the progrefs of the fable, 
he can receive no joy from the art of 
the poet, but mutt be often at a lofs 
to account tor the words thkt are fpo- 
ken, and the actions which pafs before 
him: To begin then with an inftance 
of this kind in the French original, 
and which is tranflated into the Englith: 
the miftake of the fenate, viz. that the 
letter which Almida fent to Tancre%, 


7 meant for Solyman, is not fo clear 
as 
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as to be underftood by common audi- 
tors in the reprefentation ; if fo, the 
jealoufy of Tancred 1s unaccountable, 
and the great point of the tragedy 
ineffectual. Suppofing this bufinefs. of 
the letter was fufficiently .cleared, isa 
letter, without direction, a proper 
foundation to ereét an heroic drama 
upon ? fo flight a circumftance would 
hardly be thought fufficient for the 
lot of a fecond-rate comedy. Monf. 
¢ Voltaire has made ufe of the fame 
means in his Zara, and the crities 
even then objected to it ; what wil 
they fay to it in Almida, where the 
whole movement of the paffions, and 
the tragic conlequences of them depend 
totally and neceflarrly upon the flender 
bafis of an undirected letter? what 
reafon. can be afligned, when Orbaflan 
fo nobly and difintereftedly offers him- 
felf to be Almida’s knight-errant, and 
ht for her caufein fpite of her crime; 
what can be the neafon, I afk, that the 


does not as nobly cenfefs her love for . 


‘Tancred ? There can be none but 


Mr, Bayes’sreafon, viz. for the better _ 
Bellcour (Weift-Indian) Mr. Kin 


carrying on of the plot, It may be an- 
fwered, that fhedid not care to involve 
Tancred in her ruin, and bring upon 
him more perfecution. That could 
not be; he was already profcribed, 
condemned, and his inheritance con- 
fifcated.—In the fecond act (if I re- 
member right) Almida haughtily pro- 
claims, that fhe has neither betrayed 
her father, Orbaflan, nor her country; 
but does not fhe in the third contradict 
herfelf, and with humility and forrow 
confe(s that {he has betrayed all three ? 
Sureiy there is fomething improbable 
in the firft interview of 
Almida. It mui be allowed a true 
affecting dramatic fituation ; but is it 
not fomewhat unaccountable, that the 
lovers.do not come to aneclairciflement ? 
can Almida, at that moft critical junc- 
ture, refrain from declaring the truth, 
when fhe mui be convinced, by Tan- 
cred’s behaviour, that ée hikewile is 
deceived with. the refit, and_ believes 
the letter to be meant for Solyman, 
and not for him >—There canbe no 
excufe for not publifhing before the 
world her love for Tancred, and the 


fatal miftake of the letter. —She is at 


that moment fnatched from the jaws of 
death by Tancred not only her 

itude but her paffion urges her to 
Siicover all ; and not to do it, thews 





‘fituation-and charaéter. Can Almid, 7 


-Tancred fearcely hears what Almid, 


.the theatre, the fplendor of fentiment, ~ 


_the force of the writing, that the under. 
ftanding can only play her part when © 


Mr. Stockwell Mr. Aickin 
Captain Dudley Mr. Packer 
Young Dudley Mr. €Cautherly — 
Major O'Flaherty Mr. Moady 
Fullmore Mr. Baddeley 

An Attorney Mr, Parfons 
Stockwell’s Clerk Mr. F. Aickin “7 
Footman Mr. Wright 
Chaslotte Mrs. Abington 9 
_Louifa Dudley Mrs. Baddeley 
._ Lady Rufport Mis. Hopkins 
Mrs, Fullmore Mrs. Egerton 

4 


ancred with | 


‘of old Bellcour, a confiderable merchant 4 


married the only 










that fome motive fhonger than bor, © 
enjoins her filence. A burft of uncon. 7 
troulable affection and the warmed * 
gratitude would appear more in nature, | 
and what would be expected from he; © 





















have any eer at heart but her juftif.” 
cation ? can ‘Tancred have a with by © 
to. find his miftreis faithful ? and ye” 


hasto fay. ‘Thelfe are little blemithe|) 
which are concealed by the delufion oft 


and the amrmated pathos which rum | 
through the whole. Such indeed i © 
the intereft of the circumftances and — 


the hurry and warmth of the reprefen. 
tation is over; for Dennis himéfel © 
could not attend the performance of ~ 
Almida, without being affected-with © 
the power of the poet, and theenchant. _— 
ments of fuch an a¢trefs as Mrs. Barty. 7 
We now come to {peak of the Weit- — 


Indian, , 
PERSONS, 

















Waiting Maids Mrs.. Love & Bradjhaw 
Conflables, Sailors, Negroes, Servant, 
&c 


S$ CEN E, Lonpon. | 

FABLE. 
R, Stockwell, at an early period 
of life, having m edtheaffais ~ 










in the Ifland of Jamaica, privately 
daughter of that — 
gentleman, who finding herfelf with — 
child, and dreading the effetts of her — 
father's refentment, took every ftep 

in her power to keep her fituation 4 

fecret ; and being delivered of a fine — 
boy whilit he'was negociating fom 

bufinefs in England, contrived, upo! 
his return, to have the infant intro: 
duced to him as a foundling, that bad | 
been left at his “door. “As the boy ~ 
gre" 4 
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w up-his- amiable qualities made 
h an impreflion oh the old gentle- 
an. that the latter adopted him for his 
. called him by his own name, and 
de him heir to his whole eftate fome 
ne after on the death of his daugh- 
, who, being well acquainted with 
e capricious turn of her father’s tem- 
r, and feeing her fon as well provided 
as the could poflibly expect, never 
vulged the cricumftance of her mar- 


ave. 

Mr. Stockwell, foon after the birth 

f his fon, returned to England,where, 
his attention to commerce, he 
afled a confiderable fortune, ard 

btained a feat in parliament. His 


ffection for his boy made him keep 


a conftant correfpondence with his 
id mafter, who, about twenty years 
ter the birth of young Bellcour, 
ed, after a fhort illnefs, recommend- 
¢ the youth, in his laft moments, to 
he protection and friendthip of .Mr. 
ockwell, whom he looked upon as 
man firmly attached to the intereft 
f his family. 

About this time the play begins : 
ockwell is difcovered in his count- 

-houfe perufing a letter, which 
Bem him that young Bellcour is 


@n his voyage to Eurepe. The pro- 


ipett of teeing his long loft child, and 


Rhoul 


is apprehentions Jeft his difpofition 
not turn out fuch as may con- 
ibute to his future happinefs, caule 
eat perturbation in his mind, which 
prefently relieved by the entrance of 
failor, who acquaints him with the 
oung gentleman's arrival, and deli- 


Beates his charaéter in a few words, 


Wy faying, there was nota dry eye in 


feb 


e whole Ifland of Jamaica when he 
ftit. A great quantity of the Weit- 


ndian’s baggage is then carried over 


he ftage by a number of negroes, and 
ockwell’s footman tells his fellow- 
s, the fhip has brought rum and 

Igar ‘enough to make punch of the 
hole river Thames. Bellcour makes 
$ appearance foon after, and is very 
tectionately received by Stockwell, 
ho finds hima fine, {pirsted, agreea- 
young fellow, whofe violent paf- 
ons feem likely to plunge him into 
mberlefs difficulties. After. fome 
amourous remarks on cuftom-houfe 
hcers, and the manners of London, 
licour and Stockwell retire, and the 


Weenc changes to the apartments of 


. nn 
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Lady Rufport, mother-in-law to Char, 
lotte, agirl who isto have a confidera- 
ble fortune in a few months, when fhe 
comes of age. Charlotte has been 
treated with great feverity by Lady 
Rufport, who fufpeéts her to be ip 
Tove, as fhe really is, with her coufin 
Charles Dudley, an.enfign of foot, 
whofe father, Captain Dudley, mar- 
ried Lady Rufport’s filter ; and after 
thirty years fervice found him(felf 
greatly embarrafled in his circum- 
tances. Young Dudley, on prefent- 
ing himfelf before his aunt, to pay 
his refpects to her, is treated with 
great coldneis by the lady, who is ex- 
tremely chagrined at hearing his father 
and filter are arrived in town, and, in 
the courfe of her converfation, takes 
care~to let her nephew know, that 
though his grandfather has left her 
every fhilling of his immenfé fortune, 
neither he, nor Captain Dudley, can 
expect any affiftance from her. 

Major O° Flaherty, a rough, brave, 
epen, honeft Irithman, who, wpon ac- 
eount of his having been breda Roman 
Catholic, had ferved in the French 
and Auftrian armies for thirty years, 
without any other reward than a crofs 
of St. Louis, and a kifs of che emprefs- 
queen's hand, interrupts this feene 
and retires with Lady Rufport, for 
whom he profefles a pailion, after 
fhewing fome tokens of pity for 
Charles Dudley’s fituation. 

Captain Dudley, whofe fole motive 
for coming to town was to raife the 
fum of 200]. to give a brother officer 
in exchange for a commiffion in a regi- 
ment at Senegambia, having taken an 
ob{cure lodging with his fon and daugh- 
ter Loutfa, at a bookfeller’s thop, 
which ts kept by one Fullmore, a 
needy, malignant, rafcally {cribbler, is 
extremely. unhappy at the news his fon 
brings him from Lady Rufport, as he 
imagined her humanity would not have 
refufed him fo fmall a fum upon fuch 
an urgent occafion. Louifa, who is 
remarkably beautiful, runs in during 
this icene, and exprefies the alarm her 
{fpirits have been thrown into at the 

range behaviour of a gentleman who 
had acootted her in the ftreét. Belilcour 
enters the fhop immediately after, in 
purfuit of her, arid the Dudleys being 
gone to their apartment, enquires of 
Mrs. Fullmore about the lady whofe 
beauty had firuck him fo iuddenly, 

B 2 nde put 


























but receiving no fatisfaétion upon that 
head, and over-hearing Fullmore tell 
his wife fomething of Captain Dudley's 
diftrefs, defires the bookfeller to intro- 
duce him to the good old officer, 
which is accordingly done ; and Bell- 
cour, on hearing his ftory, voluntarily 
offers to fupply Fim with the fum he is 
in need of ; but finding this propofal 
from a ftranger had wounded the old 
entleman’s delicacy, haftily delivers 
fim two notes folded up ina letter, 
which he pretends is only to inform 
him of the method in which he pro- 
poles to ferve him, and after privately 
expreffing his fatisfaction at getting 
rid of the money (which he intended 
for a fine girl), and obferving that it 
is much better laid out in relieving an 
object from diftrefs than in plunging 
one into it, leaves the Captain ab- 
rupey. 
* jn the mean time, Charlotte havin 
heard of her mother-in-law’s unkin 
treatment of Capt. Dudley, and be- 
ing determined, atall events, to fupply 
him with the money for his commif- 
fion, prevails, with great difficulty, 
upon her lover, Charles, to leave‘a 
valuable pair of her diamond ear-rings, 
as a pledge, with her neighbour Stock- 
ell, till the can repay him the 2ool. 
The merchant acquaints Bellcour 
with the fingular citcumftances of a 


“young lady, of her great expectations, 


taking fuch a ftep, and refolves to fend 
them back to her with the money and 


jewels, in hopes his figure and conver- 


fation may be agreeable to her, as he 
appears very delirous to engage the 
We.-Indian in an hondurable matri- 
monial. conneétion. At this inftant 
Bellcour receives a note from Mrs. 
Fullmore, who having difcovered that 
Mis Dudley was the object of his pur- 
fuit, acquaints him fhe has got the lady 
in her houfe, whofe perfections fo at- 
tracted his attentiol¥, and begs to fee 
him directly. Elated at this news, 
Bellcour periuades Stockwell to go 
firft to Charlotte with the money, in 
order to pave the way for fending 
him with the jewels, and hurries to 
Fullmore’s, where, in a conference 
with the miftref§ of the houfe, who 
rot ¢s how eafily his paffion may be 
urned to her advantage, he receives 
every imaginable encouragement to 
make him hope he will eafily be in 
pofleificn of his wifhes ; but out hear- 
. ! 
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ing Mrs. Fullmore mention her as t} 
fter of Charles Dudley, and cont 
quently the daughter of the Captaiz 
he relieved, a aciee of generofit 
interpofes with his defigns, and 
refolves to think no farther about he; 
Mrs. Fullmore, however, on findin 
out his objection, artfully contrives tw 
make him belive fhe is only call 
Charles's ffer, to blind the world; ani 
is in reality his kept miffre/s. On thi 
intelligence he determines to have h 
at allevents; and being affured by hi 
procurefs, Mrs, Fullmore, that eve 
woman has her price, and that Louis 
is exceedingly fond of trinkets, jewel: 
&c. he having no money about hin, 


is at length, with great difficulty, pre. % 


vailed on to give Charlotte's ear-ring;' 


to Mrs. Fullmore, in order that the 


may prefent them at a proper time ty 
the ‘dol of his foul. 


‘lows : but his forwardnefs, in confe-! 


quence of his fuppofing her a kept 4 
‘woman, having given her great difgutt,4 


fhe retires with precipitation. 


- Bellcour thocked at the unjuftifiable 7 
ftep his paffion had hurried him to take, | 
with regard to Mifs Charlotte’s jewels,” 
in order to repair the injury he had J 


| his foul, An interview @ 
with the young lady immediately fol- % 


done, buys a new fet of diamond eu- © 


rings, and proceeds, according to his 
chee 2 to Stockwell, to introduce 


imfelf to that young lady’, ‘to whom 3 


he returns her fuppofed ear-rings again 
with great politenefs; but Charlotte 
inftantly difcovers that the jewels are 
much more valuable than her own, 
whichbrings about an eclairciffement, 


and Bellcour candidly confelfes he has 4 


difpofed of her ear-rings toa woman, 
whofe extraordinary beauty deprived 
him of his prudence and refolution. 


' During this interview, Charlotte — 


receives a letter from Charles, by which 
fhe is informed her kind intentions in 


favour of his father are rendered un- — 
neceflary, by the aftonifhing genero‘i- 
ty of a Mr. Bellcour, which gives © 


her a very exalted opinion of her new 
acquaintance, who is nof a little fur- 
rifed to fee Louifa enter foon after, 
nd addrefs Charlotte with the ‘great- 
eft familiarity. "This produces a very 
entertaining fcene, in which Bellcour, 
as he {corns a lie, ackndéwledges to 
Charlotte, that Louifa is the lady to 
whom he gave her ear-rings. 


“ Mrs.Pullmore and her husband, fear- 


ing 


—— ee Sar 
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lawyer, who being frightened at the 
boifterous behaviour of the Major, and 

































Jae; 


"aS they will be called to account for 


conte | © fraudulently obtained, ; 
~aptaj rvs pe com of” the affair finding the plan detected, delivers up 
1erofi; a take place, decamp in the night, the will into his hands and runs out of 
ind Bellcour returning to vifit Louifa, the houfe. ; 
ut her rhly cenfured by that lady for The Major, after carefully putting 
findings ulfehood he propagated to Char- up An will in hoe ane ~ order to 
‘ives tif t fent he ‘produce it againft my lady at a p 

} with Peer fe halter fe Copettamnity,” proceeds to Steckwell's 


Call, 


ade, which he miftaking tor her 
d, ang 


defirous of the jewels lee had ‘houfe, in order to calf Bellcour to ac- 


Dn thi , as they were more valuable count for his infult on Mifs Dudley. 
ve her the other, proceeds to take great After having, in the prefenceof Stock- 
by hi ies with her, and catching her well, given the Weft-Indian two Bank 
_ evens arms fhe fhrieks out, on which motes of rool. each, as an acquittance 
Louig Charles immediately enters, and of Capt. Dudley's obligation, he ac 
jewel Seameks Bellcour fword in hand, accu- quaints him that young Dudley : is 
t him, imme him as a villain, who wanted to waiting at the London Tavern, and 
> pre @ilmpnour his family ; this language demands immediate fatisfaction. The 
-rings Qiuces the greateft refentment from Challenge is inftantly accepted, and 


Stockwell, who is extremely anxious 


at thea 
about the life and honour of Bellcour, 


Weft-Indian, who Segpeen to 


me t) @iimries, that he knows his rea/ con- 

TView gegmion with his ffer, as he affects to who difcovers great courage and hu- 
y fol ale her, and aflails him with great ™anity in the difcuffion of the affair, 
On fe." The duel is happily interrupt- > ne to accompany him as his 
kept my Major O'Flaherty, who bol cond, : f 
(gull, "“Sillifes in between them, and Louite In the midft of thefe tranfactions 


Mrs. Fullmore and her hufband hav- 
ing offered the ear-rings to fale, are 
taken into cuftody by the jeweller, and 
foon after make a difcovery of the 
illicit manner in which they came by 
them. This circumitance is commu- 


nicated to Stockwell, who orders 


g fainted, the combatants, with 
aififtance of the Major, who ad- 
them never to draw their {words 
wels, gigmman before a woman, lead her to her 
> had ment. 

ea. “S@Phis honeft Hibernian having been 
o his $Gl by Lady Rufport, of her treat- 


fiable 
take, 





duce jt of Captain Dudley, remonftrates them to attend at the tavern, in 
hom .‘Waimly with her on her want of Itu- hopes their confeflion may contribute 
gain gaamity ; You are serge than a hyena, tO terminate this difagreeable diipute. 
lotte am, {ays he, for the moft barbarous His hopes turn out to be well founded, 


. oy 


mimal in the world is a buman creature 
‘Without pity. On being left by himfelf 
B@edeclares his defire to relieve old 
Didley, but obferves, be has the bef 


fe in the world for giving him nothing 
having nothing at all to give. 

An old Attorney, about this time, 

kes his appearance at Lady Ruf- 
‘s, and, in a private conference, 
brms her, that he is in pofleffion of 
father’s laft will, by which the 


for upon a full explanation of the mat- 


ter, in which Bellcour’s miftake, from 
the infamous conduct of Mrs. Full- 
more, plainly appears ; the young gen- 
tlemen are honourably reconciled, aud 
mutually apologize for their be- 
haviour. 

The good qualities of Bellcour ma- 
king Stockwell very anxious to difco- 
ver himfelf, and embrace him-as his 
fon, he invites the Major and Charles 
to his houfe, where on: their arrival, 


ofi- he's whole eftate is devifed to her ; 

ic bhew, Enfign Dudley, who was, they are agrecably furprized to find 
cw a former will, difinherited; diftraét- Mifs Charlotte had taken fanctuary at 
ure at this piece of infermation, and the merchant's, to fcreen herfelf from 
er, shed that old Six-and-eight-pence Lady Rufport’s refentment, who had 
rte told herthetruth, fle, as Charles found out fhe eo to elope with 
wt bws nothing of the paper in his Charles to Scotland. | The lady enters 
ar, bur, offers him the fum of five {oon after, and peremptorily demands 
fo ufand pounds to fecrete the tefta- her daughter-in-law, but is foon filen-: 
to int. This converfation is partly over- ced by the honeft Major, who, to the 


d by O'F lah 


‘swho refolves to get 
e whole feene of villainy out of the 


aftonifhment of the whole company, 
difcovers her wicked confpiracy oe 
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the Attorney, and uces the will 
which makes Charles fole heir of his 
grandfather's eftate. Lady Rufport 
rufhes out in a fit of rage and execrati- 
on ; Charlotte gives her hand to her 
lever ; Mifs Dudley, convinced of Bell- 
cour’s affection, and of the trick that 
had been played him, at length receives 


Him as the partner of her heart, and 


the play is happily concluded by the 
interefung circumftance of Stockwell’s 
difcovering himfelf to Bellcour, whofe 
heart expands with gratitude for the 
bounties beftowed on him by an all-{ee- 
img Providence. 
Confiderations om the Condu& of the 
Fable. 

THE  ftory of this piece is exceed- 
ingly incorrect, and is, on a variety of 
eccafions, carried on in a manner re- 

mt to. probability. <A young 
ady, like Mifs Rufpert, educated all 
her life inthe city, and the daughter 
herfelf of a Lord Mayor, could by no 
means think of reducing Mr, Stock- 
well, a merchant of the firft eminence, 
and a member of parliament, to the 
level of a common pawnbroker: pla- 
eed befides under the care of a rigid 
ftep-mother, who obliges her to re- 
ceive her friends by ftealth, the would 
not furely pledge her diamonds with 
any perfeon who knew her, efpecially 
as the muft be fenfible of the num- 
berlefs thops in this metropolis, where 
moncey-lending is a trade, and where a 
fecurity inftantly obtains a fum, ,with- 
out once expofing the character of the 


borrower. 


But let us even admit, that Mifs 
Rufport was either totally ignorant of 
this, or that fhe chofe to run fome 
rifgue for the fake of _placing her 
yewels in honougable hands—is it at all 
confitent with the’ politenefs or the 
generofity of Stockwell, to commuii- 
cate her neceflities to Bellcour, or to 
fend a total itranger to her with the 
jewels, when he himfelf carries the 
money to her, and treats her with a 
degree of almoft paternal tenderneis ? 
Jt may poffibly be obferved, that Mr. 
Stockwell was deiirous of forming not 
only an acquaintance between Belcour 
and Mis Rufpert, but a connexion 
of a fotter nature, and was therefore 
mupatient for an Opportunity of in- 
troducing him any way. He could 
not however take fo bad a way as 
this. Lhe geritieman mui be em- 



























barraffed—the lady difconcerted—th- 

ledge and the loan, as they have 
both delicate minds, would have over. 
whelmed both with confufion, But 
fuppofe it would not—why does Bel. 
cour, which is actually the cafe, fuf. 
fer Mifs Rufport to afk him repeatedly 
for the jewels, before he gives her the 
newly purchafed ones >———Hefitation 
is more likely to make her examine 
the contents of the cafket he delivers 
her—and as he is not afraid to tell her 
candidly how he has difpofed of her's, 
what neceffity is there for his labour. 
ing to conceal the fubitituted dia. 
monds at all, fince they are fuperior 
in value to Mifs Rufport’s; and fince 
a more mortifying eclairciflemenc mut 
follow, the moment fhe difcovers the 
exchange ? 

But let us even overlook the impro- 
bability of all this, what purpote is 
anfwered by Belcour’s breach of truf 
with refpect to the diamonds ? It does 
not procure him even an interview 
with the woman he is {0 paffionately, 
nay fo prepofteroufly fond of; and 
though it may be an argument of his 
unartfulnefs to lodge fo valuable a 

fent with a bowed who is utterly 
unknown to him, it argues a degree 
of weaknefs very injurious to the 
credit of his underftanding. His opi- 
nion of Mils Dudley is well known; 
he has no hopes from her affection, 
but from her venality. On the con- 
trary, by thinking her the miftrefs of 
a man, whofe poverty he is well ac- 
quainted with, he has every reafon to 
imagine her inflexibly attached to the 
young enfign; coniequently as Bel- 
cour has no expectation whatever of 
fucceeding but by purcha/e, the fame 
mercenary difpofition, which he then at- 
tacks, renders her at any future period 
affailable, and he only parts with the 
jewels, as Bayes fays, merely to carry 
on the plot, in evident oppofition to 
common-fenfe and propriety. The 
mottextraordinary circumftance, how- 
ever, in the whole affair of the dia- 
monds, which is made thus effentially 
neceflary to the entire conftruétion of 
the piece, is that when Belcour car- 
ries jewels of value, greatly fuperor 
to thofe he has left with Mrs. Ful- 
more, the cuaning bawd refutes to con- 
fult her own intereft, and will by no 
means make an exchange fo obvi 
ouily in her own favour, though ber 
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1770. 
avarice is the fole fource of all her 
infamous machinations. It may be 
faid, perhaps, that the has fold the 


diamonds—what, — _03 is py 

upon offeriag them to fale? This, 
Daas, A a manifeft. defect in the 
ground-work of the piece, and cannot 
efcape the requifite anathema of cri- 
tical difapprobation. 

Mr. Cumberland, in the condu& 
of his fable, imitates Alexander with 
the Gordian knot; he cuts whatever 
he is unable to untye, and brings 
about his events without regardi 
the appearance of probability. — Thus 
though the Irifhman “ das the bef 
reafon for giving nothing to poor Dud- 
hey, becaufe be bas nothing at all to give; 
yet he goes to fare his nothing with 
the Captain. In like manner, though 
the Major turns himfelf out of Lady 
Rufport’s houfe, from a generous in- 
dignation at her inhumanity, we find 
him vifiting there repeatedly after- 
wards, and even talking of his honefty, 
while he commits an actual robbery. 
The Lawyer‘to be fure is an arrant 
rafcal, but that gives the Major no 
title’ to rob him of the ‘will---and a 


‘few threats of expofing his villainy to 


the world, ‘might terrify him into juf- 
tice, and anfwer every purpafe of the 
Irifhman’s injudicious violence. Pof- 
fibly Mr. Cumberland may fay, that 
as an Irifhman, the Major’s abfurdi- 
ty is peculiarly fortunate : but he him- 
felf prepares us in the prologue to 
refpett the honeft Hibernian, and tells 
us that the blanders of his pronunci- 
ation, are the only ridiculous ingré- 
dients in the compofition of his cha- 


The more we confider the fable of 
thiscomedy, the more materially we 
find it inaccurate. Belcour, a man of 
fine fenfe, is made defpicably weak, 
in believing that Mifs Dudley, is not 
teally the daughter of the Captain, 
elpecially after feeing her at Lady 


Rufport’s. He knows the near rela- - 


ton between the Dudley family and 
Lady Rufport—Lady Rufport © mutt 
have known whether fhe had, or had 
hot a niece, and* the Enfign of con- 


fequence would have found it impoffi- 


ble to ‘pafs a profefied wanton as.a 
upon his miftrefs. But fwppo- 
the ciroumftance perfectly pro- 


bable, how can Belcour as a man of 


‘Nenour, as a friend to Mifs Rufport, 


' the mo 
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conceal the infamy of the Enfign’s 
procedure? To introduce his frum- 
pet to a young lady of chara¢ter, a 
young lady generoully ready to throw 

er whole fortune at his feet, to in- 
troduce her moreover in the tender 
light of a fitter, would be an act of 
unpardonable bafenefs in young Dud- 
ley, and {uch as common humanity 
obliged every gentleman to expofe. 


“Yet the fentimenial Wett-Indian keeps 
‘the fecret of a fu 
-whom-he deteits, initead of reicuing 


ppofed fcoundrelh 


an amiable woman, -whom he ¢- 
fteems, from ruin; and makes a me- 
rit of not difclofing an aét of villainy, 
though abiolutely neceflary under his 
miftake, for the immediate preferva- 
tion of virtue. In fhort, the whole 
of this circumftance is glaringly in- 
congruous—Awn idiot only could cre- 
dit Mrs. Fulmore’s contemptible fo- 
ry, and the very reafon aifligned for 
young Dudley's withing to be thought 
the brother of his miftrefs, namely, 
his defire of keeping an unwarrant- 


‘able amour from the knowledge of 


Milfs Rufport, is the very individual 
reafon why Belcour fhould inftantly 


-difeover the feandalous falfehood of 
the report. 


Mifs Rufport was the 
laft perfon exifting upon whom the 
impofition could be praétifed ; the was 
bred up from her infancy with young 
Dudley, and was naturally intimate 
with every thing relative te his 
family. To fum up our opinion oa 
the fable, the grofsnefs of it, in any 
refpect, is too palpable. Putting Mits 
Rufport wholly out of the queftion, 


- the father who could fuffer his fon’s 


ftrumpet to aflume a daughter's 
name, the fon that could difhonour 
himfelf by claiming the clofeft tie of 
blood with infamy, and the woman 
who conld be made a convenience of 


‘fuch a kind, would not be long ir 


diftrefs for 2001; the beauty fo uni- 
verfally admired would be made an 
univerfal traffic, and from Mrs. Fui- 
more’s feeming affiduity in Belcour’s 
fervice, there could not be a poflibi- — 


- lity of wanting fufficient cuftomers. 


Laying the fcene fo frequently in 
Fulmore’s public thop, where they 
leve, fight, and tranfact bufinefs of 
fecret nature, is very ‘inju- 
dicious. , 
THE CHARACTERS 
Are by ne means new.—The Weft- 
indian 
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Indian is a mixture of licentioufnefs 
and genefofity, very uent on the 
fiage, and always introduced in the 
compofitions of the circulating libra- 
ry. He is Ranger, Young Belmont, 
Lovelace, and a thoufand timilar cha- 
racters—The Irith Major, is the Brith 
officer in Love A-la-mode, only with- 
out a fortune—Mr. and Mrs. Ful- 
more are the Mr. and Mrs. Subtle of 
the Englifhman in Paris—Lady Ruf- 
is an inferior Lady Brumpton— 
and the other characters have not a 
trait of originality. 
Tue SENTIMENTS 
In many places do honour to hu- 
manity—they are often new—gene- 
rally itriking—and always the dictates 
of benevolence. — They merit and 
receive the greateft approbation. 
Tue Diction 
Is not unexceptionable—The Weft- 
Indian is often in burlefque heroics 
on the moft ferious occalions.—The 
Irifhman is a gentleman—and his call- 
ing Lady Rufport—** Old Tabby, and 
old cat,” is exceedingly coarfe. There 
is fome humour. in Fulmore’s dia- 
logue, but his wife’s favours rather 
too much of the bagnio. The reit of 
the characters generally {peak a lan- 
guage confiltent with their fituations, 
and often exprefs themfelves with ele- 


gance. 
Tue MANNERS 

Violated glaringly ——The_ women 

court the men through the whole 

— Mifs Rufport actually forces 

erfelf upon young Dudley—and Mifs 


- Dudley entertains a firit-fight paf- 


fion for 2 man, who treats her con- 
itantly as a woman of the town, till 
the cataftrophe in the fifth act, It 
may be {aid his generofity to her fa- 
therexcites this tender partiality—but 
furely as fhe has fuch an early rea- 
fon for thinking that generofity infa- 
mous, it ferve rather to fteel 
her bofom againft Belcour, than fof- 
ten her into an immediate approba- 
tion of his addrefles. The manners 
are alfo notorioufly violated in the 
Irifhman; the following couplet in the 
prologue - 

$s - yet defpife him not—for on his 


P 
‘* Hie error hangs—his heart will 
never trip 










prepares us for a man of honour 
and through the flay we haye many 
fentiments of rectitude in his cha. 
rater, but furely it is not ednfiftentil 
with the ideas of honour, to court ap 
*« Old Tabby; an old cat,’ merely for 
the ne Ot her money. The Major 
ig poor, but poverty does not juftif 
a ‘Siecivarelte aftieat. The bcs 
befides talks of having five different 
wives then living—how he can re. 
concile the marriage of a fixth to hi; 
notions of probity, is totally beyond 
our comprehenfion. 
Tue. Morai 

Excellent ; to inculeate virtue gene 
rally through life, and in particular to 
fhew the dangerous. confequences 
gallantry. 

THE REPRESENTATION. 

We have been thus minite in ou 
examination of the Welft-Indian, be 
caufe as it was_ received with uncom 
mon approbation, the publi¢ may b 
peculiarly defirous of an ample cri 
tique. We therefore declare, that 
with all its imperfections on its head 
it pleafes very much in. the reprefen 
tation—A variety of incidents keep: 
the attention continually alive; ani 
the air of benevolence breathing 
frequently. through thefe incidents 
excites an int that makes us for 
get their obvious improbability.—Mrg 
Garrick has great merit in the ac 
curacy, with which, to make ufe o 
a technical term, he has got up thi 
play : and the performers deferve great 
commendation, for the ‘fpirit with 
which they fuftain their refpective 
characters, The female parts are 1 
ther inconfiderable ; yet Mrs. Abing 
ton, who is certainly one of the firf 
comic actreffes that ever exifted, make 
fo much of Mifs Rufport, and blen¢ 
her advances to Dudley with fucj 
genuine ftrokes of unaffected delicacy 
that the almoft renderg forwardne! 
refpectable: the fpeaks an excellett 
epilogue alfo, written by Mr. Gayric 
with inconceivable vivacity. Mr. King 
in the Weft-Indian, is every thi 
that the fevereft criticifm can poflib 
defire.’ Mr. Cautherly manifefts 0 
little fenfibility, and Mr. Moody ! 
juitly extended his reputation for p 
eminence in the Irifhmen. 
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177 I. 
To thee AUTHOR of the LONDON 
MAGAZINE. 

SIR, 

Have read the efflay on the name 
I JeHOVAH, printed in your Maga- 
zine for June laft, and have obferved 
from it, that the knowing the true 
time when God firft declared or pub- 
lifhed this name, will correct many 
miftakes which fome able writers have 
fallen into for want of it. In proof 


of this obfervation I think it proper 
to give an inftance or two enly in one 
articular cafe. 
Eujebius (Lib. 7. cap. 2. de Prepar. 
Evang.) fuppofes that the book of Ge- 
nefis was written by Mofes <p 


the 
time of ‘his keeping the flock o pw 
thro his father-in-law in the land of 
Midian. But this we now fee was im- 
poffible, becaufe he frequently repeats 
the name Febovah in it, as an hifto- 
rian writing his hiftery for the ule of 
the fubjects of the theocracy. 

Yet when he records the covenant 
made with Abraham, he introduces 
God calling himfelf by another name. 
“ When Abram (fays he) was ninety 
years old and nine, ~ehovah appeared 
to Abram and faid unto him, I am 
be God SHaDDAI; walk before me, 
and be thou perfect, and [ will make 
my covenant between me and thee.” 
mGen. xvii. Again when Jacob came 
out of Padan-aram God appeared unto 
thimand faid, ‘* I am the God Shaddai, 
be fruitful and multiply, a nation and 

company of nations fhall be of thee.” 
Chap. 35. 

This agrees with what follows in the 
econd book of Moj/es at the fixth 
hapter, where God {pake untohim and 
aid, “I am JEHOVAH, and I appear- 

d unta Abraham, unto I/aac, and un- 
0 Facob by the name of the God Shad- 
fai, but by my name Febovah was I 
tt known untothem.” This name 
hen is an undeniable proof of the er- 
or of Eufebius, and thows to a de- 
nonitration that the book of Gene/is 
build never have been written under 
he patriarchal covenant, which was 
he only one that fubfifted during the 

irement of Mojés in the land of Mi- 


lam, and Shaddai the only name of . 


ne God of his fathers during that re- 
ment. The book of Genefs there- 
bre; like all the reft.of the Pentateuch, 
huft needs have been written after his 
Jan. 4771. 
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divine legation at the burning bufh; 
when the name JzHovan was firit 
pronounced. 

In hke manner the afcertaining the 
true time of the firft declaration of 
this name of God will correct many 
miftakes concerning the book of fob. 
Our own Bifhop Patrick, in the pre- 
face to his Paraphrafe upon it, calls it 
the nfoft antient book in the whole 
Bible, and fays, the old tradition is, 
that Mojfes could not find any thing like 
it for the fupport and {fatisfaétion of 
the Ifraelites in their Egyptian bond- 
age, and therefore took the pains to 
tranflate it into their language out of 
the Syriack, wherein it was firft writ- 
ten. He then tranfcribes the old le- 
gendary tale of the writer of the com- 
mentaries upon this book under the 
name of Origen, who truly pretends to 
tell us the very words which Mo/es 
{poke to the people with a pleafing 
countenance, when he deliered it in- 
to their hands. 

All this old wives fable is confuted 
at once, only by faying, that the the- 
ocratic name of God is mentioned 
nine times in the very firft chapter of 
it. The fame is continued in the fe- 
cond chapter; fince they are both of 
them plain hiitorical narration, as a 
prologue to introduce the poetical part 
of the book, which begins in the 
Again when God ap- 
pears himfelf in the 38th chapter, as a 
judge to decide the long controverfy, 
the preface which introduces him at 
firft, and all the fpeeches between him 
and ‘fob afterwards, makes ufe of the 
name of God under the theocracy. 
And in the lait chapter, where the 
hiftorical narration returns and finithes 
the book, as the epilogue to the poem, 
the name Jehovah is conftantly ufed. 

This proves with equal certainty, 
that the book of fob could never have 
been written till after the erection of 
the theocracy; and that Moj/es himfelf, 
had he been the author of it, could 
never have done it before that time. 
Yet ftill in the poetical part of it, in 
which the difpute is fo warmly carried 
on between Fob and his friends, the 
writer has generally made ufe of the 
patriarchal name of God: fo genes 
rally indeed, that the name of God 
under the theocracy has never efcaped 
him but ence; and that is at chap. 

C Xi. 







































we —_ 


A ee a ee ee 


Ha ee 


— mae egtl ~~ 


. 
| 





18 


xii. verfe 9. This is done to preferve 
the manners of the patriarchal times, 
in which ¥ob himlelf moft undoubt- 
edly lived. The fame regard to thefe 
manners we find in the very beginning 
et the book; for at the third verfe, in 
which an account is given of the 
wealth and circumftances of Fob, we 
fee no mention is made of either filver 
er gold, but the whole inventosy of 
his fubftance and eftate confifts of cat- 
tle and fervants. His /ubflance was 
feven thoufand fheep, and three thoufand 
camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, 
and five hundred foe-affes, and a very 
great boufebold. 

Can any picture of the patriarchal 
times be more faithful than this, or 
more conformable to the hiftory of 
Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob? moft cer- 
tainly not. And the writer of this 
book has been fo very careful of thefe 
manners, that fome -commentators 
and others“fave been induced to be- 
lieve that the book was wrote by ob 
himielf. The reality of his perion 
(fay they) the eminence- of his cha- 
racter, his fortitude and patience in 
very great afflictions, his preceding 
and fubfequent felicity are allowed by 
all, and it is generally fuppofed that 
he lived a generation or two before 
Mofes; and probably the book was 
wrote by himfelf in the time of his 
reftored profperity. 

This conjecture, like that of Buje- 
bius beforementioned in regard to the 
beok of Genefis, is overthrown by the 
fame plain matter of fact, that is, by 
the certain date of the theocratic name 
of God. Whoever it was then that 
fettled the order and arrangement of 
the books of the facred canon after the 
return from the captivity in Babylon, 
we have reafon to believe that he has 
put the book of od into its proper 
rank, and given it its due place: and 
indeed it appears from another mark 
that is init, that it mult needs have 
been written after the Jews had been in 
that captivity. 

From thele two inftances, which 
have been given in one andthe like 
cafe, we fee one ufe that may be made 
of the certain date of this name of 
God; and there are other confidera- 
tions of ftill greater importance be- 
longing to it. Lam, fir, &c. 

H, S. 
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A brief Defeription of the Englith Law 
Courts. 

S there is no country in the uni- 
verie, where the laws are {fo 
much the fubjeét of animadverfion as 
in England, we are fatisfied that the 
following little fummary of the bufi- 
nefs carried On in the reipective courts, 
muft be highly acceptable to the 
reader. 
‘© The court of chancery, which ig 
a court of equity, is next in dig- 
nity and power to the high court of 
parliament, and here the lord chan- 
cellor, the lord. keeper of the great 
feal, fits as judge (unlefs commit- 
fioners are appointed for that pur- 7 
pofe) fearches into frauds, breaches of © 
truft, and fecret practice, and, in many [ 
cafes, moderates the rigour of the 
common law. The proceedings are 
carried on by bills, anfwers and de- 













crees ; but thele decrees can only bind 

the perfon of the {uitors, and not their 

lands or goods. : 

The twelve mafters in chanceryre 

affiftants to the lord chancellor; the | P 
firft of whom is called Mafter of the 
Rolls, or records of the court of chan- ™ 
cery, and he, in the abfence of the Pe 
chancellor, hears caufes at the rolls el 
office, and fometimes in the court of e 
chancery. In his gift are the offices of T 
the fix chesied, whole bufinefs it is to en- th 
rol commiflions, pardons, patents, &c. 7 +}, 
which pafs the great feal. They are iy, 
alfo attorneys for the fuitors in ail Md 
caufes depending in this court. Under 9... 
thefe fix clerks are fixty more, who Jj. 
difpatch all the bufinefs of that office. @ ¢. « 


In the court of chancery there are allo BR + 
two examiners, who examine all wit- 


; ~ ee 

nefles on oath, and take their depofi- rte 
tions, and other officers whofe employ: BM fy. 
ments we pais over for the fake of bre- BB og. 





vity. 
The court of chancery enquires 
into al] fuch frauds and abufes as may 
have been committed where eftates of 
money has been given to any charita- 
ble ufe, obliging the truftees to perform 
their truft according to the intent o 
the refpective donors. 
Of the Court of King’s Bench. 

The court of king’s bench, whic 
is, next the houfe of coh. the highes 
court in England at common law, tak 
cegnizance of fuch criminal caules* 
treafon, felony, breaches of the pea: 
opprailig 
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oppreffion, &c. and can examine, con- 
troul and correét the pe age and 
proceeding of all other inferior courts 
(except that of the Exchequer) not 
only in pleas of the crown, but in all 
other ; errors committed by juftices of 
the peace come alfo under their cog- 
nizance. 

In this court there are four judges 
created by patent, who hold their 
places for life, viz. the lord chief juf- 
tice of this court (alfo called the lord 
chief juftice of England) whe has a 
falary of 4000]. per annum, and the 
three other jadges have each 2o00l. per 
annum. This court grants prohibitions 
to other courts, both ecclefiaftical and 
™ civil, when they exceed the bounds of 
their jurifdiction ; and here all matters 
of tacts relating to civil or criminal 
caufes are tried by a jury. In this 
court all young lawyers, that have 
been called to the bar, are allowed to 
plead and praétife. The jurifdiction 
of this lord chief juftice is very exten- 
five, and his warrant is of force in any 


part of the kingdom. 
a Of the Court of Common Pleas. 
' The court of common pleas takes 
; cognizance of none but civil caufes ; 
C and real actions are pleadable ne where 
s elfe ; nor can fines be levied, nor re- 


f eoveries fuffered in any other court. 
f TS The judges of this court are the lord 
\- @&® chief juftice of the common pleas, and 
C- i three other judges, who are created 
ré Ge by patent for life; the falary of the 
WB firit is 2500l. and each of the others 
2000]. per annum. None but ferjeants 
at law can plead in this court, and all 
ce. WS facts are tried bya jury. 
= The chief officers belonging to this 
‘it: Be court, are the cuffos brevium, prothono- 
taries, and chirogropher, who are all 
{worn, fit in court, and hold their 
offices for life asa freehold. 

The cuffos brevium is the firft clerk in 
court ; his office is to receive and keep 
all writs and records of wifi prius, called 
bofleas. 

The Prothonotaries are to enter and 

nrol all declarations, pleadings, judg- 
ents, &c. and in their offices the 
attornies of the faid court are to enter 
heir caufes, &c. 
The Chirographer is to engrofs and 
acknowledge fines, &c. and has under 
im fix clerks, who have each their 
efpettive counties allotted them. 





























































Law Courts. 


Of the Court of Exchequer. 

In the Exchequer there are two 
courts held ; in the one caufes are tried 
according to law, and the other accor- 
ding to equity. The court of equity 
is held before the lord treafuser, the 
chancellor of the exchequer, and one 
or more of the barons; but, the court 
of judicial proceedings, according to 
law, is held before the barons only. 

In this court aretried all matters re- 
lating to the revenues of the crown ; 
fuch as concern accounts, cuftoms and 
fines, &c. for which purpofe four 
judges are appointed, who are called 
Barons of the Exchequer, the firft 
whereof is the lord chief baron, 
whole falary is 3000l. and the falary of 
the reft is 2000l. per annum. 

There is alfo the curftor baron, 
who fits with the other barons, but 
is not a judge of the court, his office 
being only to adminifter the oaths to 
fheritts, under fheriffs, bailiffs, and 
the officers of the cuftom. houle. 

For the affiftance of thefe barons, 
and for the more regular difpatch of 
bufinefs, there are feveral officers who 
have places of confiderable truft and 
profit, particularly, 1. The king's 
remembrancer, who has under him 
eight {worn attornies, two of whom are 
diitinguifhed by thetitle of fecondaries, 
and in whofe office a ftate of all the 
accounts concerning the king’s revenue 
is entered (except fheriffs and bailiffs 
accounts) all fecurities for the faithful 
difcharge of offices are taken, and all 
proceedings thereupon made, as well 
as procefles iffued to caufe all accompt- 
ants to bring in and fettle their ac- 
counts. And all proceedings in the 
exchequer, as a court of equity, are 
here lodged. 2. The Lord Trealirer’s 
Remembrancer has {ix attornies, a 
{worn clerks under him, two of whom 
are called fecondaries; and the buti- 
nefs of this office is to make procets 
againft all theriffs, receivers, &c. fer 
their accounts, and to tranfact other 
matters of moment. 3. The Clerk ot 
the Pipe, into whofe office all actounts 
which pafs the remembrancer’s office, 
are brought. He has eight attornies 
or fworn clerks under him, the two 
firft whereof are called Secendarics. 
There likewife belongs to this court, 
4. A Comptroller of the Pipe, whote 
bufinefs is to fign the rolls, and te it- 
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fue out writs for the recovery of any 
debts due to the crown, which are cal- 
Jed the Summons of the Pipe. Next 
to himis, 5. The Clerk of the Pleas, 
in whofe office all the officers of the 
exchequer, and other privileged per- 
fonswho are debtors to the king, &c. 
have right to plead or be impleaded, 
in all matters at common law; and 
this privilege is granted to thefe officers, 
that they may not be obliged to go out 
of their own court where their atten- 
dance is required. Befides the clerk, 
there are five Sworn Atternies and a 
Foreign Oppofer, 

There is likewife a clerk of the 
Eftreats, who receives the Eftreats, or 
extracts, every term out of the lord 
treafurer’s remembrancer’s office, and 
+ them out to be levied for the 

ing. 

Two Auditors of the Imprefs, who 
audit the accounts of his majefty’s 
monies impreft, mint, cuftoms, ward- 
robe, firft finits and tenths, naval and 
military expences, &c. 

Four Auditors of the Revenue, 
whole bufinefsit isto auditall accounts 
of the revenue and fubfidies granted by 
parliament. 

Remembrancer of the Firft Fruits. 
There are feveral officers belonging to 
this office, and their bufinefs is to take 
compofitions for the firft fruits and 
tenths, and to proceed againft thofe 
who are unwilling to pay. 

Befides thefe there is a Chief-uth- 
er, who is by inheritance proclama- 
tor of the court of common pleas, a 
clerk of the parcels, clerk of the nichels, 
marfhal of the court, and many other 
fubordinate officers, which, for brevity 
fake, we are obliged to omit. 


Of the Court of the Dutchy of Lancafter. 
The Afixes for the different Counties. 
The Power of Sheriffs. The civil Go- 
wernment of Cities, and the Court of 
Admiralty. 


T HE court of the dutchy of Lan- 
eafter, which is kept at Weftminfter 
by the lower exchequer, takes cog- 
nizance of all caufes that concern the 
revenue of this dutchy, which has been 
long fince annexed to the crown. 

The chancellor of the dutchy is the 
chief judge of the court, and is affifted 
therein by the attorney of the court, 
and other officers. 


That juftice may be regularly admij- 
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niftered in the country, the counties of 
nm are divided into fix circuits, 
and two of the twelve judges are affign- 


ed to goeach of thefe circuits twicea | 


year, when, at the affizes held for the 


refpective counties in {pring and au- 7] 


tumn, they determine all caufes both 


ef a criminal and civil nature; all | 


facts being tried byajury, as they are 
in the courts of common law at Wett- 
minfter-hall. 

For the fame reafon Wales is divided 
into two circuits, and two judges ap- 
pointed annually to hear and deter- 
mine caufes in each. 

For putting the laws effectually in 
execution, an high-fheriff is. annually 
—— for every county ( 


rial and judicial. 


to impannel juries; to bring caufes 
and malefaéters to trial ; to fee the fen- 
tences both in civil and criminal affairs, 


executed. And at the affizes toattend © 


en the judges, and guard them all the 
time they are inhiscounty. "Tis alfo 
part of his office to colleé all publick 
fines, diftrefies, and amerciaments, in- 
to the exchequer, or where the king 
fhall appoint, and to make fuch pay- 
ments out of them as his majefty fhall 
think proper. 

As his office is judicial, he keepsa 
court, called the county court, which is 
held by the theriff, or his under- theriffs, 
to hear and determine all civil caufes 
in the county under forty fhillings ; 


this however is no court of record ; but § 


the court, formerly called the freriff: 
turn wasone ; and the king's leet, through 
all the county ; for in this court, en- 
quiry was made into all criminal offen- 
ees againft the common law, where by 
the itatutelaw there was no reftraint. 
This court, however, has been long 
fince abolifhed. 

Under the fheriff are various officers, 
as the under-fheriff, clerks, ftewards 
of courts, bailiffs, (in London called 
ferjeants) conftables, gaolers, beadles, 


¢. 

The next officer to the Jeriff, is the 
juice of peace, feveral of whom art 
commiffioned for each county : and to 
them is intrufted the power of putting 
great part of tue ftatute law in execu: 
tion in relation to the highways, tot 

. poet 










































except | 

eftmoreland and Cumberland) by 7 
the king, whofe office is both minifte- © 
He is to execute the © 
king’s mandates, and all writs direéted 7 
to him out of the king’s courts of juftice; | 
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r, vagrants, treafons, felonies, riots, 
ere urefervation of the game, &c. &c. 
and they examine and commit to prifon 
ail who break or difturb the peace, and 
TH difquiet the king's fubjects. In order 
TB to punith the offenders, they meet 
Bevery quarter at the county town, 
when ajury of twelve men, called the 
grand inqueft of the county, is fum- 
moned to appear, who, upon oath, are 
toinquire into the cales of all delin- 
quents, and to prefent them by bill 
guilty of the indictment, or mot guilty ; 
the juftices commit the former to gaol 
for their trial at the next afizes, and 
the latterare acquitted. This is cal- 
led the quarter fefions tor the county. 
Thejufiice of peace ought to be a perfon 
of great good fenfe, fagacity, and in- 
tegrity, and to be not without fome 
knowledge of the law, for as much 
power is lodged im his hands, and as 
B nothing is fo intoxicating, without 
WE thefe qualifications, he will beapt to 
. [BR make miftakes, and to ftep beyond his 
WRauthority, for which he is liable to be 
WE called to an account at the court of 
e Sm king’s bench. 
fo | There are alfo in each county two 
k coroners, whoare to enquire bya jury 
,- MaBof neighbours, how and by whom any 
ig Wepperfon came by a violent death, and 
. BH to enter it on record as a plea of the 
ij] Raeecrown. 
The civil government of cities is a kind 
:a of fmall independent policy of itfelf ; 
is Supfor all cities have by charter from the 
Mking, a jurifdiction among themfelves 
Sito judge in all matters civil and crimi- 
wxai, with this reftraint only, that all 





ut (gec?vel caufes may be removed from their 
iff: (qgcourts tothe higher courts at Weitmin- 
igh @mtter ; and all offences that are capital, 
n- faeere committed to the judges of the 
yn- fmthze. They are conftituted with a 
by ayer, aldermen and burgeffes, who 


together make the corporation of the 
city, and hold a court of judi-ature, 
where the mayor prefides as judge. 
They likewife, when aflembled in coun- 





ers, im. OS 
rdsfggecl, can make by-laws for the govern- 
ment of the city. And here the mayor, 










aldermen and common-council refemble 
he king, lords, and commons in parlia- 
ment. 

The government of incorporated bo- 
ouchs is much atter the fame manner : 
yn {ome there is a mayor, and jn others 
Rwo baiifs, All which, during their 
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mayoralty or magWtracy, are juflices of 
the peace within their liberties, and con- 


fequently e/guires. 
For the Coe government of vi 


the lords of the foil or manor (w 
were formerly called dSarons) have ge 
nerally a power to hold courts, calle 
courts-leet and courts-baron, where thew 
tenants are obliged to attend and re- 
ceive juftice. The bufinefs of court-leets 
is chiefly to prevent and punifh nuifan- 
ces ; and at courts baron, the convey- 
ances and alienations of the copyhoid 
tenants are enrolled, and they are ad- 
mitted to their eftates ona deicent or 
purchafe. 

There are alfo high conftables ap- 
pointed for the divifions called bundred:, 
and a petty conftable in every parifh, 
whofe bufinefs it is to keep the peace, 
and in cafe of quarrels to fearch for 
and take up all rioters, felons, &c. and 
tokeep them inthe prifon or in fafe 
cuftody, till they can be brought be- 
fore a juftice of the peace, and in this 
he is. affited by another officer called 
the tithing man. ‘Tis likewile the bu- 
finefS of thefe officers to put in execu- 
tion within their diftriét, all warrants 
that are brought them from the juftice 
of the peace, 


Befides thefe, there are courts of con- 


fcience fettled in many parts of England 


r, in the reco- 
{mall debts, not 


for the relief of the 
very or payment © 
exceeding 40s. 

There are alfo foreft courts appointed 
for the confervation ofthe king's foretts, 
and preventing all abufes therein. 

Moft of the above courts are guided 
by common law. Icomenow to one 
ruled by the civil law, viz. the court 
of admiralty, whofe judge is there- 
fore a doétor of the civillaw. In this 
court, which is held in the ¢ommon 
hall at Do&tors Commons maritime 
affairs are tried, andall writs and de- 
crees run in the name of the lord high 
admiral. 

The court of the ean marfbal, or 
court of bonour, judges of anyfuit con- 
cerning the arms of the nobility and 
gentry, and the earl marthal of Eng- 
land, or his duputy, is the proper 
judge thereof, He is invefted with a 
power of ordering and determining ail 
matters relating to arms, fupporters, 
pedigrees, &c. making rules ‘and de- 
erecs for granting new devicesof arms 


and 
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Prefent State of the Britith Trade 


and putting in execution the Jaws and 
ordinances relating thereto. 


The prefent State of the Britith Trade 
avith Europe, Africa, and America. 

UR Spanifh trade is every way 

of fervice to this kingdem, and of 
eourfe highly valuable; for, befides 
filver et gold, we receive from 
thence feveral articles of more value 
than even money: fuch as wool, raw- 
filk, the beft iron, cochineal, indigo, 
barilla, and other articles that are 
extremely ufeful, But nothing that is 
more for luxury than fome cheap 
wines, raifins, cocoa-nuts, Seville- 
oranges and olives, if they can deferve 
to be fothought. Ourcorn is never 
wanted in Spain but on occafions of 
dearth, which do not often happen. 
On the contrary, they generally fell 
much to the Portugueze, ahd fometimes 
export great quantities. Upon the whole 
we certainly receive a balance from 
Spain, and might a yery great one, 
had we a better fyitem of commercial 
policy. 

Our Portugueze trade, once very 
beneficial, has of late become fo al- 
tered for the worfe, that the rates of 
exchange thew the fcales of intereft fo 
nearly poifed as almoift to vibrate on 
the balance. 

While they have been favouring o- 
ther nations to our prejudice, and with 
the violation of a commercial treaty, 
in their needful fupply ef manufac- 
tures, they have fo railed the prices ot 
their wines on us, with the deprivati- 
on of rights by treaty, as nearly to 
double the coaft of them. Yet we 
have been fo impolitic as to fuffer thofe 
treaties of alliance to fubfift, though 
they expofe us to the demands of fuch 
fuccours as we have often experienced 
to be enormoufly expenfive, without 
any reciprocal obligation on them. 
The equivalent for this protection was 
eur exclufive right to import woollen 
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manufactures into that kingdom,which 
was implied by the treaty of Q. Anne, 
and heretofore fo underftood, nay mad: 
evident by their cuftom-houle regula. 
tions, woolen goods not being allowed 
entry from any other dountry. Bu 
we firft fuffered this eflential mght t 
be invaded, in favour of the Dutch, 
who have no fuch commercial treaty 
with them : and fince, in practice a 
leaft, in- favour of the French, who 
have no exifting treaty with then 
whatever, and who grant them 1 
kind of equivalent, as we do express. 
ly, by ftipulation, in the duties on 
their wines: What motives a fucceffion 
of adminiftrations may have had fo’ 
fuffering every ftipulated condition inf 
our favour to be openly violated, with.) 
eut formally renouncing the condition, 
al burthenfome ties on us, in favour o 


_ Portugal, they themfelves muft bei 


know : but it may be faid, with grea 
truth, that fome of them ought loi 
ago to have been made anfwerable fu™ 
{odoing to the juftice of their country. 
It is ridiculous any longer to pretend) 
that we have any * treaties in fore 
with Portugal, but fuch as are entire! 
to our national prejudice : and it wif 
be as infamous as iwjurious, to fufte 
thofe any longer to continue una 
nulled. Weare not in want of mear 
for taking full fatisfaction, as well 
greatly ferving ourfelves, by the effec! 
tual humbling of Portugal, and there) 
with awing other powers, if we wer 
animated by the fpirit that did } 
much honour to Cromwell's time, an! 
occafioned the oldeft treaty exifting 2 
prefent between the two crowns. Bi 
why that treaty, and alfo thofe 0 
Charles the fecond and Queen Ann 
have not been kept in full force, it! 
to be hoped will fpeedily be made 
fubject of parliamentary enquiry. _ 
At prefent, the Portugueze trade 
no object to this country : and ther 
fore a needlefs regard for it fhould 


* The late imprifenment of a Britifh merchant-at Lifbon, was in dire® violat: 
of a right efiabli/bed by treaty, and which was exprejsly explained, confirmed a 


enforced by a ay made in Portugal for that p 


It is as inspoljti 
rate as taxes om confumers. 


@ above an hundred years a; 


as ridiculous to oblige people to pay brokages, becaufe they op 
But the truth is, our trade in Portugal will not lx 


paving brokage now, fo fmall are the profits made in it. Here we do mot bili 
the agents of their wine-company,. or any others of them whe are in trade, to f' 
brokages, though no treaty that we know of fipulates any privileges for them 
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nger be fuffered to hazard any future 
onvenience, or burthen, from en-, 
ements of alliance. It formerly 
as fuppofed to be in our favour to 
,e amount of between * four and five 
ndred thoufand pounds per annum : 
t the fchemes of the + Conde de 
yras have proved equally fatal to 
e interefts of both kingdoms, how- 
er they may have ferved to cram 
s own coffers. The whole of their 
slony trade, and much of their home, 
s been converted into hurtful mono- 
lies and iniquitous jobbs, contrary 
every principle of found policy ; 
ile the kingdom has been ruining, 
d the colonies opprefled and diigutt- 
, by mifchievous regulations, and 
xations that are enormous. 
Our trade with Italy in general may 
at prefent in a {mall degree gainful, 
t far lefs fo than heretofore. Some 
our imports from thence are likewile 
vantageous, particularly raw-filk and 
t-afhes. Their oil too may be con- 
ered asa neceflary article. 
It has long been acknowledged our 
irky trade was on the decline; and 
late it has become fuch, that the 
mpany has requefted and received 
liamentary aids. This article is 
ced here, as the metropolis of that 
bpire is in Europe. 
ur carrying trade, by mercantile 
pping in the Mediterranean, was 
erly confiderabte and lucrative, as 
llas greatly ferviceable by the em- 
by of feamen. At prefent it may be 
fidered as almoft totally loft: owing 
haps to burthens on navigation, and 
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eed with them in opinion thereon. 
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abufes in granting Mediterranean paf- 
fes. The making of Minorca a trea 
port, under an effectual civil govern- 
ment, might prove. of effential fervice 
to the kingdom, as we fee the good 
effects. that have refulted to France 
from a like meaiure at Marfeilles ; for 
by that means they acquire almoft 
the whole trade of Barbary and the Le« 
vant, 

Our Barbary trade is quite infig- 
nificant. That of Senegal, Goree, 
and Guinea important. . In return for 
our manufactures, {pirits, arms, am- 
munition, toys, utenfils, India goods, 
and other commodities, we receive 
gold, gums, elephants teeth, bees-wax, 
and other ufeful articles. This trade 
likewife furnifhes a fupply of negroes 
toour Weft-Indiaand North-Americaa, 
colonies, as well as for fale to the 
colonifts of other nations. It is at 
prefent perhaps not in an improving 
ftate: but it is certainly very advan- 
tageous, though principally applied to 
the leilening of the Weit-India balance 
againft us. 

The imports from, greatly over- 
balance the exports to, our Weit-In- 
dia iflands, fo that not only the far 
greater part of the returns of our Gui- 
nea trade ftop there, but gold from, 
hence has become one of the moft pro- 
fitable commodities which can be fent 
to fome of our fugar iflands. Where 
it travels to from thence, may perhaps 
be worthy of enquiry. There is hows 
ever another kind of trade profecuted 
in the Weft Indies, which returns us 
fome bullion, but not in the degrees 


At the time of our entering into engagement for the fupport of Portugal, during 
lafi war, the late Mr. Charles Toxunfhend, then fecretary at war, fent for the 
iter, to learn from bim the flate of our trade with that kingdom; who, though 
Mapprixed of the bufine/s, and of courfe greatly unprepared for giving the informa- 
required, did affign reafons for fuppofing, to the time of the great earthquake, 
balance had been as is here mentioned. That opinion be publifbed immediatel 
rwards in a@ {peculative way, with the grounds on wohich be framed it. 
chants upon the Exchange acknowledged it to be juft: and the parliament 
Soon after, be wrote publickly likewife avainft 
entering into engagements for the fupport of Portugal, till grievances and inju- 
were redreffed in that kingdom, by the refloration of privileges and due objer- 
ce of treaties ; but bis admonitions were difregarded. What the effefts of that 
tugueze war were, fuch as it was, by greatly adding to our burthens, accele- 
ng the peace and clogging conditions in our favour, we have experienced to 
bave cauje long to:lament. 
nd/bip and gratitude we have likewife fince sufficiently difcovered. 

A minifier, whom many here have often greatly applauded, either at the 
ence of their candour, or to the great expofure of their ignoraice, 
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it was ufed te do: and moft of the 

fits made by Weft India planters are 
F poted te be fpent inEngland, Was 
that not the cafe, in the prefent ftate 
of things, our trade with the fugar- 
iflands would quickly prove our ruin. 
Yet it may be apprehended too great a 
portion of the gains of planters become 
invefted in land-property here, which 
forms fuch an increafing influence, as 
may threaten in time to make the mo- 
ther country not only greatly tributa- 

, but even fubfervient te the inter- 
chs of the fugar iflands. 

Our North-American trade hitherto 
has been extremely valuable. What 
it may hereafter prove, time only can 
difcover. It is my wifh not to inflame 
diffenfions about matters of right, con- 
cering which it muft be ever danger: 
ous to give caufe for enquiries. To 
reftrain a people from getting money, 
and, at the fame time, to claim a right 
of taxing them, without their own 
con fent given, would be reducing them 
to fo abjeét a condition as muft be to. 
tally incompatible with every right 
sea of conftitutional freedom. Away 
then with the tea-duty: and let usceafe 
combating againft reafon and natue. 
Could we compel them to acquiefcence, 
we thall leave jealoufy and anger to 
rankle for ever in their hearts, which 
will always obftruct our intereft, and 
muft accelerate feparation ; an event 
to be forefeen by every man of under- 
ftanding. Let us content ourfelves 
with obtaining all the wealth they can 
acquire, by better means than tax- 








commodities, and fupport eur popula. 
tion by their dealings with us, which 
is the great fource of our power. 

We have been colonizing mad with 
regard to North-America : the quick 
ee of which continent has been § 
made too much our object. Time and 
nature will too foon render them {u. 

rior to our controul. Sir William 

etty was, in his time, for inviting. 
the New-Englanders to return, from 
rightly confidering home-population 
to be our true national object: and Mr, 
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' 
Trenchard made a jeft of the fuppoii- . 
tion, that they would continue longer [aN 
dependent on us than neceflity compel- 
led them to be, for no other rea(on 
than becaufe their grandmothers and Fy , 
ours had been formerly acquainted, b 
It is our policy to let them be divided . 
by rival interefts and religions, asthey Fe . 
will be, and ever were, till we indif. . 


creetly furnifhed them with a common § ,. 
caufe for union. Let us, in fine, think fi 
like men, and forbear to act like wil. i 
ful women. Of what importance isa 


; 
—— that muft prevent an ad ‘ 
rom being confidered as‘conftitutional, 
and therefore, on all occafions, to be - 


refifted ? th 

From this brief view of the ftate of B® 4), 
our commerce it muft appear, that the 
European balance is almoftevery where it 
againft us ; that the African balance, 
in our favour, is funk in that to our 
prejudice with the Weft Indies, and th: B® },. 
thefe deficiencies could not have been BR ¢p, 
fupplied by our gains from North-I% o- 
America, as will hereafter be made fill fil 





ation, which is through the channel of more evident. ful 
commerce. They are taxed in our ie 
__- ie ful 

inf 

THE BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. - 

OF ¢ 


T is with infinite pleafure that the 

Benevolent Society can inform their 
readers that during this laft year, their 
labours for the advantage of, at leaft, 
the youthful part of the community, 
have been very fuccefsful; they have 
now feveral {chools, of which they have 
undertaken the perpetual fuperinten- 
dance, and in cee to excite a worthy 
emulation in their pupils, it was early 
determined, as they believe has been 
already mentioned, that medals fhould 
be prefented on New-Years-day to 
thofe who could prove themfelves moft 
perfect inany of the accomplifhments 


of the fair fex, or that had moft emi- {Ry tok 
nently diftinguifhed themfelves by te yyy 2 
propriety, the ingenioufnefs, or the 
generofity of their conduct. The * 
ternate amufementsof thefe little fem 
naries, for thefe feminaries kn¥™ 
nothing of ta/ks, are reading the b¢ 
Englith authors in hiftory, both nat 
ral and political; and the belles et 
tres; mufic; tranflating from 
French by the ftriéteft grammatic# 
rules ; geography and the variow 
operations ° the needle. Inftead © 
idle tales and fabulous - impreffio™ 
ing 


their minds, from the firf a Scale othe 
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reafon, are u/efully cultivated ; and all 
that curiofity peculiar to infants, and 
meant for thé purpofe of pleafingly en- 
larging their knowledge, {0 happily 
gratified and fo happily directed, that 
they enquire only to be improved and 
reflect only to be delighted. 
The'Bénevolents are far from in- 
tending to make a parade of their wif- 
dom,or their merit upon this occafion ; 
but as education is the grand axis of 
human actions, and as it is to a proper 
or an improper mode that we owe the 
chief beauties, or the chief deformities 
in the conduct of each individual, 
they cannot but be of opinion, that 


§ they ought to communicate an hum- 


ble hint to their cotemporaries, which 
is all they have in view when commu- 


> nicating their plans of operations; and 


as it remains with their readers either 
to adopt er reject what they have per- 
fuaded themifelves is~not without uti- 
lity, they muft hope that the charge 
of arrogance or felf-fufficiency will ne- 
ver be brought againft them. ~ 
The'great error of families in gene- 
ral is:the apprehenfion .of hurting 
their children’s vivacity or. fatiguing 
their memories, when not employed 
upon trifles ; but it is not the matter, 
it is the method; that conftitutes the 


§ grievance : whatever exercife or pur- 


{uit we are particularly fond of, would 
become the fevereft of tafks, if once 
they were to contract the air of bufinefs 
orcompulfion. The infant mind is 
till lefs fufceptible of pride, though 
fubjecét to its little petulances ; all that 


© isneceflary, therefore, is, that chear- 


fulnefs fhould go hand in hand with 
inftruction; that fo much afliftance 
fhould be given, as to prevent the fenfe 
of difficulty, and fo much concealed as 
tokeep the curiofity in full vigor. Not 
an objectof fight but is capable of in- 
formation tothe young and intelligent; 
for the world is no lefs replete with 
wonders tothe infant magination, than 


m ‘0 the eye of the adult juft emerging 


from a itate of confined blindnefs. We 
well know that all knowledge is derived 

m fenfation and reflexion; we firft 
confiider the thing fimply, then are 
naturally led oy to confider its ufes, 
and from feeling the power we pofleis of 
Combining and feparating our ideas in 
one inftance begin to comprehend the 
rw ares the fame power in every 


il 
er refpect, and as every whole has 
jan. 1771» 
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its parts, fo, if happily direéted in our 
firft enquiries, and firit ftudies, all that 
we learn afterwardsis only a more clear 
extenfive and entertaining conception 
of things, by the pleafanteft and ea- 
fieft gradations. Inftead of which our 
children have fcarcely attained their 
ninth year before they find they maf 
unlearn whatever they have taken the 
pains to learn ; it is true the improba- 
ble tales they have read, have aniwered 
mama’s defired purpofe, the bringing 
them forward in their reading; nor 
does fhe once fufpect that it is with an 
equal degree of mortification and afto- 
nifhment that they difcover, that their 
beloved hero Tom Thumb is a mere 
creature of the author’s brain, and all 
the noble exnloits through which they 
have traced him altogether improbable, 
abfurd and iistibnale on the contrary 
were they to be told, not. as_ pieces of 
hiftory, but little detached ftories, the 
moft remarkable events during each 
fucceedingiecign of our Britifh mon- 
archs ; if,from playing with the diflect- 
ed maps, they were taught the different 
form and ftuation of every Britith 
county ; and if they were incited to 
literary refearches confiftent with their 
age, Capacities and inclinations, . re- 
fpecting the natural produétions, curi- 
ofities, manufactories and regulations 
of thofe counties; need I aik how much 
more profitable and pleafing, than all 
that fund of the marvelbous and the ri- 
diculous by which their judgement is 
mifled, and their expectations expoied 
to difappointment. 

Mr. Locke tells us of a lady, who 
taught her fon hiftory and geography 
from the Dutch files once fo much in 
fafhion, for ornamenting the .fides of 
chimnies ; the boy could tell, before he 
was even able to fpeak without lifping, 
by their different habits, to what 
country and nation the penciled travel- 
lers belonged ; to what provinces they 
were tradMig, and at what markets they 
had purchafed their commodities ; 
what particular foils were mott favour- 
able to the cultivation of thofe com- 
modities ; by what hands they were 
manufactured, and in what ftate im- 
ported and exported by the feveral na: 
tions under the fun; .what kind of 
animals were moft in ufe, or other 
modes of conveyanceaccording to the 
cuftoms of fites of the countries; what 
Were ther peculiar religious) cere 

e) monie 






26 
monies, and their civil ; their difpofi- 
tions; their virtues ; their foibles, and 
their prejudices : and there is no doubt 
but by ition and fome little atten- 
tion, that moft children, however ex- 
traordinary it may feem, would be ca- 
pable of the fame. Tie keaha 

It is from negle&ts or deficiencies 4 
the maternal charaéter, that we find 
young women in general with fuch idle 
propenfities ; drefs, lic amufe- 
ments, every {pecies of diffipation, that 
plays roun head, but comes not 
near the heart, is the univerfal paflion, 
for having no refources in themfelves, 
they fly all felf-acquaintanceand have 
no ideaof felf converfe, and unqualt- 
fied to te beyond the furface, 
take fu ials for effentials,and chat- 
ter only to be defpifed. The Benevo- 
lent Society, in this one inftance, mutt 
be allowed to boat of wre, rmed a 
few female minds a-right—Mifs Brif- 
tow and Mifs Caroline Middleton, at 
the fame time that they have ail the 
modefty, humility and gentlenefs of 
their own fex, have all the knowledge, 
refolution and fociality of the other ; 


the ftudent, the naturalift, the travel- 
ler, nay the virtuefo, could not but re- 


cejve ure from their converfation ; 
good-fenf, the foundaticn of their cue 
riofity, -fenfe, the bafis of their 
obfervations ; not one of the above- 
mentioned lordli difdain the en- 
deavour to fix an.admirer, where they 
fo unexpectedly difcover a fufteptibi- 
lity of admiration, nor, though it may 
not be poffible for them to derive an in- 
creafe of knowledge from this feminine 
intercourfe, fail to be fenfible how lit- 
tle they knew of refinement until that 
period, asrefinement is the undeniable 
charaéteriftic of the cultivated female. 
If the Benevolent Saciety could be 
certain that fuch a procedure would be 
acceptable totheir readers, they would 
prefent them with occafional letters, on 
various fciences and fubjects, as pre- 
for the amufement and inftruc- 
tion of their pupils, but they would not 
feekoceafions of difgufting, and they 
need not be told how foreign the reign 
ing tafte to the moral, the philofophic 


. If indeed could «tefcend to 
fathionable difquiliton, aad se merss 
their pen to purpofes of x they 
poet per themfelves the approbas 
tion of the multitude : they, however, 
ag. the fame time thar they declage 
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themfelves utterly incapable of defpi- 
cable arts to riic, will never fall in 
the eftimationof the public by ftep- 
ing out of the common track; they | 
have, therefore, only intimated their 
readinefs to comply with the withes of 
their correfpondents, and fhall be de. 
termined as to their future fubjects 
according to the letters they may here. 
after receive. In order, however, to 
make amends for the want of variety | 
in this paper, we can promife fome en. 
tertaining particulars the enfuing 
month ; as Mrs. Milnham, accompa. | 
nied by three or four ofher fair friends, 
intends going to court on her majefty’s 
birth-day, attended by two of the 
young gentlemen who have obtaine¢ 
the countenance of the fociety. 

Astourts and courtiers are sowvell: 
things to, at leaft, one third of the 
party ; their furprife, their reflexions, 
their fentiments and the criticifm; 
they will oceafion, cannot but be worth 
the perufal, Whatever is genuine mut 
have fuperior merit with the rational 
and the contemplating members of the 
community, and there is fo little to be 
met with in this generation that is not 
a mere copy or repetition of the 
palt, that nature in her fpontaneous, 

er unornamented ftole, muft hav 
charms for moft imaginations, 

[To be continued.) 
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S thereare few fubjeéts of com 

verfation more general than t 
value of ftocks, and ly any thir 
fo little underftood, nothing can b& 
more ufeful than a thort account of 
them, which we fhall here give in a 
clear and concife a manner as poflib 
prefenting our readers with the ratio 
nale of the ftocks, anda fhort hifte 
of the feveral companies, defcribi 
the nature of their feparate funds, tht 
ufes to which they are applied, and the 
various purpofes they anfwer, bot 
with refpect to the government, th 
companies themfelves, and the cor 
munity in general. 

In order togive a clear idea of t™ 
money tranfactions of the feveral com 
panies, it is proper we fhould fay fom 
thing of money in general, and part 
cularly of paper money, and the «i! 
ference between that and the curred 
fpecie. Money is the ftandard. of t™ 
value ofall the necellaries and accom 


modatly 
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raodations of life, and paper money 1s 
the reprefentative of that ftandard to 
fuch a degree, as to fupply its place, 
and toaaiwer all the purpofes of gold 
dfilver coin. Nothing is neceflary 
to make this reprefentative of money 
fupply the place of fpecie, but the cre- 
dit of that office or company, whe de- 
livers it; which credit confifts in its 
always being ready to turn it into {pe- 
cle whenever ~~ This isexact- 
the cafe of the bank of England; 
he notes of this company are of the 
fame value as the current coin, as they 
be turned iato it, whenever the 
leafes. From hence, as notes 
akind of money, the counterfeiting 
em is punithed with death as well as 


The method of depofiting money in 
he bank, and exchanging it for notes 
though they bear no intereit) is at- 

with many conveniences ; as 

he cafh is not only fafer than in the 
pands of the owner himfelf; but asthe 
otes are more portable and capable of 

much more eafy conveyance; fince a 
pank note for a very large fum, may 
e fent by the pofts, and to prevent 

e defigns of robbers, may, without 
. be cut in two and fent at two 
veraltimes. Or hills, called bank 
poft bills, may be had by 4 mrp 

the bank, which are particiarly cal- 
ulated to prevent loffes by robberies, 

hey being made payable to the erder of 

BBhe ‘who takes them out at a 
ertaim number of days after fight, 
hich gives an opportunity to ftop {uch 

ls at the bank, if they thould be joft, 
od prarceite their being fo wcoy Bee 
otiat ftrangers as common 
otes pee whoever confiders the 
azard, the expence and trouble there 

i be infending large fums of gold 

i filver to and. trom diftant places, 
putt ajfo confider this asa very Angular 
Jgpevantage. Befides which another be- 

echt attends them; for if they are 
kroyed by time, or other accidents, 

bank will, on oath being made of 
accident, and fecurity being'given, 

y the pay to the perfon who was 

them. 

sank notes differ from all kinds of 
‘ock in thefe three particulars, 1. They 
balways of the fame value. 2. The 
¢ pad off without being racer | 

3. They bear no intereft; while 
ks area thare ina company’s funds, 


sltelic 
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bought without any condition of have- 
— principal returned. India bond 

d {by fome ns, though erro- 
— denominated ftock) are to be 
excepted, they being made payable at 
s months a either ba theé fide of 

e company or of the flor. 

_ Before we whos | 2s not be 
tmproper to obferve, that it is not ne- 
eefiary the bank fhould always have 4 
fund {ufficient to difcharge all its notes 
at one time, it being enough if it ie 
capable of anfwering any demand, and 
of paying all notes as foon as prefented : 
nor is it neceflary that the feveral com: 
= —— or meager - cae ever be 
arge enough to 0 etors 
of "the feveral "alares: rh a oe thefe 
fhares of the general {tock are transfer: 
able, they may be turned into fpecis 
whenever the proprietor pleafes. 

By the word Stock was originally 
meant, a particular fum of m cons 
tributed to the eftablifhing a fund te 
enable a company to carry on a certain 
trade, by means of which the perfon 
became a partner in that trade, and 
received a fhate of the profit made 
thereby in proportion tothe money em+ 
3 yg this term has — —- 
ed farther, though improperly, to figs 
nify any fum yr p nama ers has been 
lent to the government, on condition 
of receiving a certain intereft till the 
money is repaid, and which makes a 
partof the national debt. As the fe- 
curity both of the government and of 
the public companies is efteemed pre 
ferable to that of any private 
as the ftock is negotiable and may be 
fold at any time, and as the intereft is 
always punctually paid when due, fo 
they are thereby enabled to borrow 
money on a lower intereft than what 
might be obtained from lending it to 
private perfons, where there muft be 
always danger of lofing both 
principal and intereft. 

But as every capital ftock or fund of 
a company is raifed for a particular 
purpefe, and limited by parliament 
to a certain fum, it neceflarily follows, 
that when that fund is completed, no 
ftock can be boughtof the company’; 
though fhares already purchafed, may 
be transferred from one perfon to an- | 
other. =. being _ cali, o—- 
frequently a great difproportion 
teen the of inal value of the fhares 
and what is given for th im wh«n trans 
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ferred ; forif there are more buyers 
than fellers, a perfon who is indiffe- 
rent about felling will not part with 
his fhare without a confiderable profit to 
bim(elf ; and om the contrary, if many 
are difpofed to fell, and few inclined to 
buy, the value of fuch fhares will natu- 
rally fall, in proportion to the impati- 
ence of thofe who want to turn their 
ftock into fpecie ; for as when there are 
more buyers than fellers,the buyers will 
endeavour to out-bid each other, fo 
when there are more fellers than buyers 
the fellers will ftruggle who fhall dif- 
pole of his ftock firit, by each offering 
it ata Iefs price than the other. 

Thefe obfervations may ferve togive 
our readers fome idea of thenature of 
that unjuftifiable and difhoneft praétice 
called Stock-jobbing, the myftery of 
which confifts in ‘nothing more than 
this: The perfons concerned in that 
practice, who are denominated Stock- 
fobbers, make contracts to buy or 
dell, at a certain diftant time, a cer- 
tain quantity of fome particular f{tock, 
againft which time they endeavour, 
eeruing as their conttactis, either to 

aife or lower fuch ftock, by raifing 
rumoursand (preading fictitious. ftories 
in order to induce people either to 
fell out ina hurry, and confequently 
cheap, if they areto deliver ftock, or 
to become unwilling to feil, and con- 
fequently to make it dearer, if they are 
to receive ftock. : 

The perfons who make thefe con- 
tractsare not in general poflefled of 
any real ftock, and when the time 
comes that they are to receive or deli- 
verthe quantity they have contracted 
for, they only pay fuch a fum of money 
as makes the difference between the 
price the ftock was at when they made 
the contraét, and the price it happens 
to be at when the contraét is fulfilled, 
and itis no uncommon thing for per- 
fons not worth roof. to make contracts 
‘for the buying or felling 100,¢00/. 
ftock:» In the language of Exchange 
valley, the buyer in this cafe is called 
the dull, and the feller the bear. 

« » Betides thefe, there are another fet 
of men, who, though of a highér 
tank,’ may properly énough Come un- 
der the fame denomination. . Thefe 

your great monied men, who are 

lers in itock, and contractors with 
the goverument whenever any new 
money is to .be borrowed, Thefe in- 
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deed are not fictitious, but real buyers 
and fellers of ftock; but by raifing 
falfe hopes, or creating groundleii 
fears, by pretending to buy or {ll 
large quantities of ftockon a fudden, 
by ufing the fore mentioned fet of men 
as their inftruments, and other like 
practices, are enabled to raife or fall 
the ftocks one or two per cent. at plea, 
fure. 
However, the real value of one ftock 
above another, on account of. its being 
more profitable to the proprietors, or 
any thing that will really, or only in 
imagination, affect the credit of a com. 
pany, or endanger the government by 


which that credit is fecured, -muft na.§ 


turally have aconfiderable effect on the 
ftocks. Thus, with refpect to the in. 
tereft of the proprietors, a thare in the 
ftock of a trading company which pro. 
duces s/. or 6/. per cent, per annum, 
muft be more valuable than an annuity’ 
with government fecurity, that pro. 
duces no more than 3/. or ql. per cent, 
per annum; and confequently fuch 
ftock muft fell ata higher price thar 
fuch an annuity. Though it muft b 
obferved, that a fhare in the ftock of 1 
trading company producing sé. or 61 
per cent. per annum, will not fetch ft 
much money at market as a govern 
ment annuity producing the fame fum, 
becaufe the fecurity of the company 
not reckoned e al t0 that of the go) 
vernment, and the continuance < 
their paying fo much per annum, % 
more precarious, as their dividend 
or ought to be, always in proporticiy 
to the profits of their trade. Th 
tor inftance, the Eaft-India compat 
divides at prefent 6/. for every 100 
fhare, the current-price of which | 
134: The purehafer therefore wi 
here make 44 per cent. for his moné 
advanced, Whereas the governme! 
annuities of 32. per cent. fell for 3; 
Confequently the purchafer makes » 
more than 3/. ros. 3d. percent. of bi 
money advanced ;- whence it will 4 
pear, thatthe India ftook fells co 
derably cheaper than the governmet 
annuilies, Owing to the fecurities 0 
being quite fo good, nor the cont 
nuance of their paying fo much 
fhare quite fo certain. © 

As the ftocks of the Baft-India, t 
bank, ms South-Sea companies, — 
diftinguifhed by different denomin 
tions, and aye of a-very different 
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re, we thall give a thort hiftory of 
ch of them, together with an account 
f the different ftocks, each is poffefled 
f, beginning with the Eaft-India com- 
any, as the firft eftablifhed. 


The Origin of the Eaft-India Company. 


T HERE is no trading company 
Europe, the Dutch Eaft - india 
ompany excepted, which can be be 
. n competition with this. It was firit 
§ ftablifhed in the latter end ‘of the 
eign of Queen Elizabeth ; and its 
privileges have been enlarged, or con- 
rmed, by almoft every monarch fince. 
ts fhares, or fubfcriptions, were ori- 
inally only sol. fterling ; and its capi- 
al only 369,8911. 5 s. but the directors 
paving aconfiderable dividend to make 
in 1676, it was agreed to join the pro- 
ts to the capital, by which the fhares 
rere doubled, and confequently each 
became of gool. value, andthe capital 
39,7821. ros. to which capital, if 
63,6391. the profits of the company to 
he year 1685, be added, the whole 
ock will be found to be 1,703,402I. 
However, this company having ful- 
nined feveral lofles by the Dutch, and 
e fubjetts of the Great Mogul, was 
a declining way at the Revolution, 
hen the war with France reduced it 
D low, that it appearing {carcely pof- 
ble to be fupported, a new one was 
rected, The merchants forming the 
ew Faft-India company received their 
arterin 1698, having, in confideration 
the grant thereot, lent tothe go- 
riment two millions at 8 per cent, 
annum, and pufhing their trade 
ith vigour, they foon carried on twice 
e bufinefs that was ever done by the 
id company. But afterthe twocom- 
inies had fubfifted a few years in a 
parate ftate, means were contrived to 
nite them, which was effected in 1702, 








































| $yihen a new charter was granted them 
2s Inder the title of the United Com any 
fb Merchants tracing to the Eaft-In- 
| a 


es 


To the two millions advanced by 
he new company, the united company 
A the 6th of Queen Anne lent the 
vernment 3,200,cool. which made 
heir whole loan amount to 3,260,000). 
further fam was alfo lent by the 
oMpany in 1730, on arcnewal of their 
arter; the intereft of which is redu- 
to 3 per cent. and called the India 
Wee percens, ANNuiti¢s, - 
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As to India ftock, it is of a quite 
different nature ; for as that is not mo- 
ney put out to intereft, but the trad- 
ing itock of the company, and the 
proprietors of the fhares, inftead of re- 
ceiving a regular annuity, have a di- 
vided of the profits arifing from the 
company’s trade; which, as it is more 
valuable, thefe fhares generally fell ata 
price much above the original value. 

Asto the management of this united 
company, all perfons without excep- 
tion, natives, and foreigners, men 
and women, are admitted members of 
it, and sool. in the ftock of the com- 
pany, gives the owner a vote in the 
general courts, and 2oool. qualifies 
him to be chofen a direétor. ‘The di- 
rectors are 24 in number, including the 
chairman, and deputy-chairman, who 
may be re-eleéted for four years fuc- 
ceflively. The chairman has a fi 
of 200]. a year, and each of the direc- 
tors rsol. The meétings or courts of 
directors, are to be held at leaft once a 
week ; but are commonly oftener, 
being fummoned as occafion requires. 

Out of the body of direétors are 
chofen feveral committees, who have 
the peculiar infpeétion of certain 
branches of the company’s bufine(s ; 
us the committee of correfpondence, 
a committee of buying, a commit- 
tee of treafury, a houfe-committee, 
a committee of warehoufes, a com- 
mittee of fhipping, a committee of 
accompts, a committee of law-fuits, 
and a committee to prevent the growth 
of private trade, &c. who have under 
them a fecretary, cathier, clerks, ware- 
houfe-keepers, &c. 

Other officers of the company are 
governors and factors abroad, fome of 
whom have guards of foldiers, and 
live in all the ftate of fovereign 
princes. 


Of the Bauk of England. 


THE company of the Bank was in- 
corporated by parliament, in the sth 
and 6th years’of King William and 
Queen Mary, by the name of The 
Governor and Company of the Bank 
of eapiands in confideration of the 
loan of 1,200,000l. granted to the go- 
vernment ; for which the fubfcribers | 
received almoft $8 per cent. By this . 
charter, the company are not to bor- 
row under their common feal, unlefs 
by at cf paliamcnt; they are not to 
s trade 














3° 
trade, or fuffer any perfon in truft for 
them, to trade in any goods, or mer- 
chandize ; but they may deal in bills 
of exchange, in buying or felling bul- 
fion, and foreign gold and filver coin, 


C. 

By an act of parliament paffed in 
the sth and oth year of King William 
Til. they were impowered to enlarge 
their capital tock to 2,201,171L. aes. 
it was then allo enacted, that bank 
ftock fhouli be a perfonal, and nota 
real eftate ; that no contra either in 
word or writing, for buying or felling 
bank ftock, fhould be goed in law, un- 
lefs regiftered in the books of the bank 
within {¢ven days; and the ftock trans- 
ferred in 14 days, and that it fhould 
be felony, without benefit of clergy, to 
counterfeit the common feal of the 
bank, or any fealed bank bill, or any 
bank note, or to alter or erafe fuch 
bills or notes. 

By another act paffed in the 7th of 
Queen Anne, the Company were im- 

wered to augment their capital to 
4,402,343]. and they then advanced 

,cook, more to the government,and 
mn 1714, they advanced another loan 
Of1,500,000!. 

In the third year of the reign of King 
George the Firit, the intereftof their 
capital ftock was reduced to ¢ per cent. 
when the bank agreed to deliver up as 
many exchequer bills as amounted to 
2,000,000]. and to accept an annul 


of 100,000]. and it was declared lawful, 


for the bank to cali from their mem- 
bers, in proportion to their interefts 
in the capital ftock, fuch fums of mo- 
ney as in a gencral court fhould be 
found neceflary ; but if any member 
fhould neglect to pay his fhare of the 
monies {0 called for, at the time ap- 
pointed by notice in the London Ga- 
zette, and fixed upon the Royal Ex- 
change, it fhould belawful for the bank, 
not only to ftop the dividendof fuch 
member, and to apply it towards pay- 
inent of the money in queftion; but 
alfo to ftop the transfers of the fhare 
of fuch defaulter, and to charge him 
with an intereft of sl. per cent. per an- 
num, for the money fo emitted to be 
paid ; and if the principal and intereft 
fhould be three months unpaid, the 
bank fhould then have power to fell fo 
much of the ftock beloietng to the 
defaulter as would fitisfy the fame. 
After this; the bank regard the in- 
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tere of the 2,000,000!. lent to the 
government, from 5 to 4 per cent. and 
purchaled feveral other annuities, 
which were afterwards redeemed by 
government, and the national debt due 
to the bank reduced to 1,600,000), 
But in 1742, the company engaged ty 
fupply the government with 1,600,000, 
at 3 per cent. which is now called the 
3 per cent. Annuities, fo that the go. 
vernment was now indebted to the 
company 3,200,0001. the one half car. 
rying 4, and the other 3 per cent. 

In the year 1746, the company 
agreed that the fum of 936,80ol, dus 
to them in exchequer bills unfatisfied,) 
on the duties for leences to fell fpiritu-7 
ous liquors by retail, fhould be cancel.” 
led; and in lieu thereof to accept of 
an annuity of 39,4421. the interett 
that fum at 4 per cent. The company 
alfo agreed to’advance the further ium 
of1,000, 000). into the exchequer, upon 
the credit of the duties arifing by they 
malt and land-tax, at4q per cent. to! 
exchequer bills to be iflued for that} 
purpete ; in confideration of which th! 
company were enabled to augment 
their capital with 986, Sool. the interel 
of which, as well as that of the othe 
annuities, was reduced to 3]. tos. perl 
cent. till the 2sth of December 175, 
and from that time to carry only 3 pe 
cent. 

And in order to enable them to ci 
culate the faid exchequer bills, the 
eftablifhed what is now called the Bani 
Circulation. The nature of whic 
not being well underitood, we fhalj 
take the Jaberty to be a little more par 
ticular jn its explanation than we hav 
been with regard te the other ftocks. 

The company of the Bank are obi 
ged to keep cath fufficient to anfwe 
not only the common, but alfo uf 
extraordinary demand that. may | 
made upon hae and whatever mont 
they have by them, over and abort 
the fum fyppofed neceffary for thet 
_—- they employ in what mi 

called the Trade of the Company 
that is to fay, in difcounting bills @ 
exchange, in buying of gold and | 
ver, and jn government fecurit 
&c. But when the Bank entered 0 
the above-mentioned contraét, as th¢ 
did not keep unemployed a larger ! 
of money than what they deemed 
ceflary to anfwer their ordinary #! 


extraordinary demands, they c° 
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ot conveniently take out of their 
st cath fo large a fum as a milli- 

2, with which they were obliged to 
furnith the government, without either 
ening that fum they employed in 
Jifcounting, buying gold and filver, 


c. (which would have been very dif- 

ivantageous to them) or ne reeset 

ome method that fhould anfwer 

he fes of keeping the raillion in 
1 ¥ 


ath, ‘The method which they chole, 
nd which fully anfwers their end, was 
s follows. 

They opened a fubfcription, which 
hey renew annually, for a rhillion of 
soney ; wherein the fubfcribers ad- 
ance 10 per cent. and enter into a con- 
rac te pay the remainder, or =| 

thereof, whenever the Bank fhall 
all upon them, under the penalty of 
orfeiting the 10 per cent. fo advanced ; 
n confideration of which, the Bank 
pays the fubfcribers 4 per cent. intereft 
or money paid in, and § per cent. for 
he whole fum they agree to furnith ; 

id in cafe a call fhould be made upon 
hem for the whole or any part thereof, 

¢ Bank farther agrees to pay them at 
herate of 5 per cent. per annum for fach 

m till they repay it, which they are 
nder an obligation to do at the end of 
he year. By this means the Bank 
btains all the purpofes of keeping a 
nillion of money by them ;and though 
1e fubfcribers, 1f no call is made upon 

m (which is in general the cafe) 
pceive 6} per cent. for the money they 
dvance, yet the company gains the 

m Of 23,500l. per annum by the con- 

ct ; as will appear by the following 

ount. 

he Bank receives from the {. 

government for the ad- 

vance ofa million = - 

he Bank pays to the fubfcri- 

= who advance 100,000. 

apa engage to pay (when 

called tor) g00,000!. more 


shack 


fhalj 


30,C00 


6, 500 





ne clear gain to the Bank 
therefore is - . 23,500 
Thisis the ftate of the cafe, provi- 
td the company fhould make no call 
t the fubfcribers, which they will be 
unwilling to do, becaufe it would 
only leffen their profit, but affect 
ke publick credit in gener.il. 
Bank fteck may not improperly be 
ued @.trading fleck, fince with this 
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deal very largely in foreign gold 
and filver, in di{cownting bills of ex- 
change, &c. Befides which, they are 
allowed by the government very con- 
fiderable fums annually for the manage- 
ment of the annuities paid at their 
office. All which advantages render a 
fhare in their fétock very valuable, 
though it is not equal in value to the 
Ealt-India ftock. The company make 
dividends of the profits half yearly, of 
which notice is publickly given; when 
thofe who have occatfion tor their mo- 
ney may readily receive it; but private 
perfons, if they judge convenient, are 
permitted to continue their funds, and 
to have their intereit added to the 
principal. 

This company is under the direétion 
of a governor, deputy-governor, and 
24 dire&tors, who are annually elected 
by the general court, in the fume -man- 
ner as m the Eaft-India company. 
Thirteen, or more, compofea court of 
directors for managing the affairs of 
the company; but if the governor or 
deputy fhould be abfent for two hours 
after the ufual time of proceeding to 
bufinefS, the directors may chuie a 
chairman by majority, and their acts 
will be altogether .as valid, as if the 
governor or deputy were prefent. 

The officers of this company are 
very numerous, 


The Origin of the South Sea Company. 


._ During the bong war with France in 
the, reign of Queen Anne, the pay- 
ment of the failors of the royal navy 
being neglected, and they receiving 
tickets initead of money, were fre- 
uently obliged by their neceflities to 
ll thefe tickets to avaritions men at a 
difcount of gol. and fometimes go}. 
cent. by this and ‘other means the debts 
of the nation unprovided for by par- 
liament, and which ‘ amounted te 
9,471,3211. fell into the hands of thefe 
ufurers. On which, Mr. Harley, at 
that time chancellor of the exchequer, 
and afterwards earl of Oxford, propc= 
fed a {cheme to allow the proprietors 
of thefe debts and deficiencies 6]. per 
cent. per annum, and t6 incorporate 
them, in order to their carrying on a 
trade to the South-Seas; and they 
were accordingly incorporated under 
the title of The Governor and Come- 
pany of Merchants of Great Brita: , 


tavadil is 
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wang to the South-Seas and other 
partsot America, and for encouraging 
the Fifhery, &c. 

Though this company feem formed 
for the fake of commerce, it is certain 
the miniitry never thought ferioufly 
during the courfe of the war, about 
making any fettlements on the coaft of 
South America, which was what flat- 
tered the expectationsof the people, 
nor was itindeed ever carried into exe- 
cution, or any trade ever undertaken 
by this somngeas except the Afliento, 
in purfuance of the treaty of Utrecht, 
for furnifhing the Spaniards with ne- 
groes, of which this company was de- 
prived by the convention between the 
courts of Great Britain and Spain, 
foon after the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, 
in 1748. ; 

After this, fome other fums were 
Jent to the government in the reign 
of Queen Anne at 6 percent. On the 
third of George I. the intereft of the 
whole was reduced to 5 per cent. and 
they advanced two millions more to 
the government at the fame interett. 
By the ftatute of the 6th of George I. 
it was declared, that this company 
might redeem all orany of the redeem- 
able national debts, in confideration of 
which the company were empowered to 
augment theircapital according to the 
fums they fhould difcharge: And for 
enabling the company to raife fuch 
fums for purchafing annuities, exchan- 

ing for ready money, new exchequer 
Bills carrying on their trade, &c, the 
company might,by fuch means as they 
fhould think proper, raife fuch fums of 
money as in a general court of the com- 
pany fhould be judged neceflary. The 
company were alfo empowered to raife 
money on contracts, bills, bonds or 
obligations under their common feal, 
on the credit of their capital ftock. 
But if the fub-governor, deputy-go- 
vernor, or other members of the com- 
pany fhould purchafe lands or revenues 
of the crown, upon account of the 
corporation, or lend money by loan 
or anticipation, on any branch of the 
revenue, other than fuch part only 
en which @ credit of loan was granted 
by parliament, fuch fub- governor, or 
other member of the company, fhould 
forfeit treble the value of the money fo 
lent. 

The fatal South-Sea (heme tranfact- 
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ed in the year 1720, was execute 
upon the lait mentioned ftatute. Th 
company had at firit fet out with goo 
fuecefs, and the value of their ftack f 
the firft five years had rifen fatty 
than that of any other company, an 
his majefty King George I. after pu 
chafing 10,000/. ftock, had cond 
feended to betheir governor. Thing! 
were in this fituation, when taking ai 
vantage of the above ftatute, the South 
Sea bubble was projected. The pr 
tended defign of which was to raile/ 
fund for carrying on’ a trade to th 
South-Seas,° and purchafing annuities) 
&c. paid to the other companies, an 
propofals were printed and diftributed) 
fhewing the advantages of the defini a 
and inviting perfons into it. Thef 
neceflary for carrying it on, togethe 
with the profits that were to arife fro 
it, were divided into a certain numbs 
of fhares, or fub{criptions, to be pu 
chafed by perfons difpofed to advent: 
therein. And the better to carry 
the deception, the directors engage: 
to make very large dividends, and x 
tually declared, that every 100/. o: 
ginal ftock would yield sol. per annu 
which occafioned fo great a rife 
their ftock, that a fhare of 1oo/. « 
fold for upwards of rooo/. This 1 
in the month of July ; but before ¢ 
end of September it fell to 150. | 
which multitudes were ruined, w 
fuch a fcene of diftrefs occafioned as 
fearcely to be conceived. But the ce 
fequences of this infamous fcheme: 
too well known. We fhall pais o« 
all the other tranfactions of this co 
pany in the reign of King George |. 
not material to our prefent purpoée. 
By a ftatute ot the 6th of his | 
majefty, it was enatted, that from: 
after the 24th of June 1733, the capi 
ftock of this company, which amou 
ed to 14,651,103/. 8s. ad. and! 
fhares of the refpeétive propriet 
fhould be divided into four equal pa 
three-fourths of which fhould be ¢ 
verted into a joint ftock,: atten 
with annuities, after the rate of 4! 
cent. until redemption by parliam 
and fhould be called The new S 
Sea annuities, and the other fou 
part fhould remain in the compat’ 
a trading capital ftock, attended ' 
the refidue of the annuities or 1 
peyable at the exchequer tothe 
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ny for their whole ca ital, till re- 
emption ; and attended with the fame 
ms allowed for charges of manage- 
ent, and with all eftetts, profits of 
ade, debts, privileges and advantages 
elonging to the South-Sea company. 
hat the accomptant of the Sompnny 
noald twice every year, at Chriftmas 
d Midfummer, or within one month 
ter, ftate anaccount of the company’s 
fairs, which fhald be laid before the 
ext general court, in order to their 
-claring a dividend, and all dividends 
ould be made out of the clear profits, 
d fhould not exceed what the com- 
ny might reafonably divide, without 
curring any farther debt, provided 
at the company fhould not at any 
Me divide more than 4 per cent. per 
brum, untilltheir debts were difchar- 
d; andthat the South-Sea company, 
d their trading ftock, fhould, exclu- 
ely from the new joint ftock of an- 


ities, be liable to all the debts and’ 


cumbrances of the company; and 
at the company fhould caufe to be 
ot within the city of London, an 
ce and books, in which all transfers 
the new annuities fhould be entered 
d figned bythe party making fuch 
nsfer, or his attorney, and the per- 
to whom fuch transfer fhould be 
de, or his attorney, fhould under- 
ite his acceptance, and no other 
thod of transferring the annuities 
uld be good in law. 
Ihe annuities of this company, as 
las the others, are now reduced to 
ber cent. 
Phis company is under the direftion 
a governor, fub-governor, deputy- 
ernor, and 21 directors; but no 
fon is qualified to be governor, his 
efty excepted, unlefs {uch governor 
inhis own name and right, s000/. 
he trading ftock ; the fub-gover- 
isto have goo0o/ the deputy 3000/. 
a director 2000/. in the fame ttock, 
very general court, every member 
ng in his own name and right 
- In trading ftock, has one vote ; 
0001. two votes; if 3000/. three 
8, andif sooo/. four vates. 
he Eaft-India company, the bank 
ngland, and the South-Sea com- 
de? 2re the only incarporated bodies 
hich the government is indebted, 
pt the Million Bank, whofe capi- 
only one million, conftituted to 


hafe the reverfion of the long ex- 
uer orders, 


2) 


~. 177%. 
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The intereft of all the debts owing 
by the government is now reduced te 
3 per cent. excepting only the annui- 
ties forthe years 1756 and 1758, the 
life annuities, and the exchequer or- 
ders : but the South-Sea company ftill 
continues to divide four per cent. on 
their prefent capital flock, which they 
are enabled to do from the profits they 
make on the fums allowed to them for 
management of the annuities paid at 
their office, and from the intereft of 
annuities which are not claimed by the 
proprietors. 

For the advantage of thofe gentle- 
men and ladies who are fo little ac- 
quainted with the language made ufe 
of in the tranfactions of the above com- 
panies, astobe unable to underftand 
the price of ftocks publithed in the 
news-papers, we fhall give an explica- 
tion at one view of the price of the fe- 
veral ftocks for one day, by which 
they will be enabled perfectly to un- 
derftand this lift on any future oc- 
cafion. 


The Price of Stock The fame explained 
asexprefedinthe fo asto be intellt- 
News-Papers. gible to the mean 


eft Capacity. 


Every rool.of Bank 
Stock is fold for 
1174. 

India ditto 134 a The price of 1oo/. 
1344 India Stock is 

from 1341. to 
134/. 5s. 

South Sea Stock The price of r100/, 

974 of South Sea 
ftock is 97/. 105. 

Old Annuities 87} The price of rood. 
of Old Annuities 
is 87/. 55. 

The price of 100%, 
of New Annui- 
ties is 861. ros. 

Three per cent. The price of tool. 
Bank reduced, of three per cent, 
$6; a 27. Bank reduced,is 

from 86/. 155+ 
to 87. 

Three per cent.con- The price of roo/, 
folidated 86 of three per tent, 

confol, is 86/. 


Bank Stock 117/. 


New ditto.86+ 


Three per cent. dit- The price of rool, . 


of three per cent. 
confolidated1726 

, ys $sl. 105. 
~ Three 


to 1726, 85$ 


LD 
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Three per cent. dit- 
to 1751, 86 


The price of rool. 
three per cent. 
confol. 1751, is 
$6/. 

The price of 100l 
three per cent. 
India Annuities, 
is 8 si. 1S!. 

The price of rool. 
three and a half 
per cent. Bank 
Annuitie $ 1756, 
is g2/, 105. 

The price of rool. 
three per cent. 
Annuities 1757, 
is 85/. 75. 64. 

The price of rool. 
34 per cent. An- 
nuities 1758, is 
93/. 105. 

For every tool. of 
Bank circulation 
a premium is paid 
of x/. 125. 64. 

The premium for 
India Bonds is 
from 1s. toas. 


Three per cent. Tn- 
dia Annuities 8 5? 


3) Bank Annuities 
1756, 92; 


3 per cent. ditto 
1757, Ssaths 


gt per cent. An- 
nuities 1758, 934 


Bank Circulation 
1/, 125. 64. 


India Bonds 15. to 
As. 


Tn comparing the prices of the dif- 
ferent ftocks one with another, it muft 
be remembered, that the intereft due 
on them from the time of the lait pay- 
ment, is taken into the current price, 
andthe feller never receives any fepa- 
rate confideration for it, except in the 
exfe of India bonds, where. the in- 
tereft due is calculated to the day of 
the fale, and paid by the purchafer 
over and above the premium agreed 
for. But asthe interefton the diffe- 
rent ftocks is paid at different times, 
this, if not rightly underitood, would 
lead a perfon not well acqui ainted with 


them into confiderable miftakes in his - 


computation of their value; fome al- 

ways having : aquar ter’s intereft due on 
them more t! ian Others, which makes 
an appearance of a confiderable differ- 
encein the price, when, in reality, 
there is none at all. Thus, for in- 
fiance, old South-Sea Annuities fell at 
prefent for 8s5il. or 8s5l. 10s. while 
New South Sea Annuities fetch only 
$4°1. or $4l. ‘rss. though each of 
them produce the fame annual fum of 
gi. per cent.. but the Old Annuities 
have aquarter’s intereft more due on 
them than the New Annuities, which 
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amountsto1ss. the exact difference. 
There is, however, one or two cautes 
that will always make one fpecies of 7 
annuities fell fomewhat lower than an. | 
other, though of the fame rea] value; 7 
one of which is the annuities making 7 
but a fmall capital, and there not § 
being, for that reafon, fo many peo- 7 
le at all times ready to buy into it, as 
into others, where the quantity is! 
larger, becaufe it is apprehended, 7 
that whenever the government pay; 7 
off the national debt, they will begin] 
with that particular {pecies of annuity, 
the dapital of which 1s the fmalleft. = 

A ftock may lkewile be affected by 7 
the court of chancery; for if that) j 
court fhould order the money which is” 
under their direétion to be laid out in’ 
any particular ftock, that ftock, bya 
having more purchafers, will be raifed) 
toa higher price than any other of the) 
like value. Befides the ftocks in th 
icheme we have exhibited, there ar 
feveral others which are manage) 
nearly in the fame manner, as th) 
royal aflurance; London, ditto ; navi 
bills ; Million Bank, &c. which wher 
fet down may be explained like the 
reft. é 

By what has been faid, the readej 
will perceive how much the credit anf 
intereft of the nation depends on the 
fupport of the publick unds.—_Whil, 
the annuities, and intereft for Mon 
advanced is there regularly paid, an 
the principal infured by both pring 
and people (a fecurity not to be had . 
other nations) foreigners will lend | 
their property, and all Europe be in‘ 
efted in our welfare ; the paper oft 
companies will be converted into mon 
and merchandize, and Great Brit: 
never want cath to carry her {chew 
into execution. 

In other nations, credit is found 
on the word of the prince, if a mon: 
chy ; or on that of the people, i 
republic ; but here it is eftablit 
on the interefts of both prince and 
ple, which is the ftrongeft fecut? 
for however lovely and engaging ! 
nefty may be in other refpects, inte 
in money matters will always ob 
greater confidence; becaufe m: 
people pay great regard to their 
tereft whohavebutlittle veneration 
virtue. 














































271. 
n Account of the Sea-Ware, or Herb of 
avbich Kelp is made in the Highlands 
of Seotland, by which the Value of 

































if many Eftates there bas of late been 
. B greatly increafed Communicated by a 
Gentleman of Scotland. 
i 


HE ware or herb of which kelp 
is made is of two forts, yellow 
d black, different in their properties 
in their colours. 

The yellow ware, which was the 
nly kind made into kelp t:!] within 
efe tew years that people became ex- 
eedingly expert in the manufacture of 
13 afefal commodity, is, on that ac- 
punt, generally known by the name 
kelp-ware. 


. a It grows upon ftones and rocks, ly- 
thell in fuch deep water that they are 
thet Idom acceffible, except at the ebbing 


{pring tides. 
>From its fituation this ware cannot 
carried out upon horfes, or other- 
hfe at pleafure; but is with great la- 
bur collected into bunches, and made 
to the rocks by rcpes, fo that the 
pwing of the tide fets it afloat; when 
e people return and carry it off in 
bats, or drag it on fhore. 
The ware which grows as is gather- 
in this manner, is a plant confift- 
g of many fimall ftems or fibres, 
uch connect together a number of 


>: nd hollow fubitances in the form 
adi nuts. This plast from its forma- 
‘a Wp can have little juice or fubftance 
Nam fit it for a manure; but has a ten- 
10 Wncy to vitrify; which makes it ex- 
ON Bnely proper for manufaéturing into 
“ee p. And accordingly it was, till 


hin thefe few years, the.only ware 
d for that purpofe, and is ftill the 
ncipal ingredient made into kelp, 
at a lefs expence, and to greater 


a antage than any other of the dif- 
<7 ent kinds of fea ware. 
ab 


Whe black ware likewife grows upon 
ies or rocks along the fhores and 


vom ks, but in fhallow water; fo that, 
y [y | - 
PS "Bapgh overflowed generally by every 
) He it is always acceflible at ebb- 
5 ODMEEter, 


rom its fituation the black ware 

be carried off upon horfes, or in 
ts where it happens to be on an 
d, without the labour and ex- 
five operation of collecting it 
ich has been defcribed as neceffar; 
pathering the yellow. 


; 
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The black ware has a flat broad 
ftem, which fets out feveral branches, 
and has a great number of leaves of a 
tolerable fize, fomewhat refembling 
the foliage of oak wood. 

This plant from its formation has 
a good deal of natural juice, which, 
together with falts ‘acquired by the 
overflowing of the tides, makes it an 
excelient manure. Accordingly the 
black ware being fitter for that pur- 
pofe, and at the fame time got ata 
much lefs expence, 1s alone uied for 
manure; while the yellow ware is ma- 
nufactured into kelp, an ufe for which 
it is better adapted, and which makes 
returns better able to bear the cxpence 
of gathering it. 


To the AUTHOR of the LONDON 
MAGAZINE. 
SIR, Jan. 30, 1771. 
HE THER party divifions are, 
or are not the fupport of the 
Englifh conftitution may be a doubt ; 
but it is a great misfortune that indi- 
viduals, in fuch cafes, though defer- 
ving of the highelt praife, thould be 
fubjected to every inyective of party 
rage. 

The commemoration of this day 
has occafioned more injuilice of this 
kind, than ever happened in this na- 
tion, or it is hoped ever will again. 

The goodnefs of heart, and excel- 
lency of the difpofition of King 
Charles the Firftwill ever t e recorded 
in the annaijs of time; and when our 
pafons and prejudices have fubfided 
as to him, his character will be ad- 
mired, allowed, and revered; and his 
principles of juftice and moderatica 
in fuch an exa!ted itation, will be ac- 
knowledged as unparalleled: educated 
as he was with the then fafhionable no- 
tions of prerogative inherent in him 
by defcent from his anceitors, his 
conduct wil appear confiftent with his 
character. ts 

Qtieen Elizabeth well fupported her 
prerogative in its fullextent, during 
her long and glorie usteign ; and her 
ubjeéts not only approved of it, but 
thought themfelves happy under it, 
and they cextainly were fo. 

It was the misfortune of King 
James the Fir, who fucceeded he?, 


that he did not with all his pedantick 
xildom know how to fiuppo:t Ins fa- 
vourite prerogative on that bafis 

E 2 whuch 








30 
which his immediate predeceffor had 
fo glorioufly eftablifhed, and it is well 
known that he laid the foundation for 
his fon’s misfortunes by his ill-timed 
exertions; and left him the kingdom 
in an evil hour. 

It was very foon after King Charles 
began his reign, when he was befet by 
a pack of the mott artful villains, that, 
under the mafk of the moft profound 
hypocrify, ever difgraced this nation. 
He was {carce feated on his throne when 
they oppofed and betrayed him, that 
excellent character which adorned his 

rivate life, and was admitted fo to 

e by his very enemies, they never 
ence trufted to in his public fation ; 
he was refufed the tonnage and pound- 
age in his firft feffion of parliament, 
contrary to all precedent, which, high 
as the notions of prerogative was then 
held, was a great trial of his patience, 
and was too violent a beginning not 
to raife a ferment in the nation. Had 


he truited to his own judgement and 
difpofition in thee matters preferably 
to that of others, his abilities would 
have raifed him above the malice, or 
even the fubtilty of his enemies. 

Mr. Rapin, who has {kilfully urged 
every thing that could be faid againtt 


te king, has fummed up his charaéter 
in fubftance as follows: ‘* He was (fays 
he) fober, temperate and chafte; a 
good hufband, a good father, and a 
good mafter; never was any thing 
nus fo punctual and regular in 
iis devotions both public and private ; 
he abhorred all debauchery and could 
not endure any obfcene or profane 
word; he was a fincere member of the 
church of England, and was endued 
with a great many virtues and noble 
ualities, and there was room to be- 
heve his failings flowed entirely trom 
the defign he had formed of enflave- 
ing England; and that if, on fome oc- 
cafions, he followed not exactly the 
rules of fincerity, it was only in order 
to be the better able to execute what 
he had undertaken; had it not been 
for this unfortunate project (adds Ra- 
pin) he might’ be faid to be one of the 
moft accomplifhed princes that ever 
fat on the Englifh throne.” 
Whether the above charge of in- 
fincerity and attempting to gpflave 
England can appear confiffent or 
compatible with the king's character 


Defence of Charles I. 


deemed himfelf bound to prefefve the! 


prerogative of the crown inviolate,” 
and tranfmit them to his fucceffors a 


his predeceflors had tranfmitted then 


to him, and that he acted upon fuck!) 


principles confcienfioufly. 


{pring of his actions, accounts mor 
experimentally for the misfortunes at.) 


tending that reign: “ The king (fay 


his lordfhip) had an excellent under.” 
ftanding, but was not confident enougi” 
of it, which made him offentime’ 
change his own opinion for a wort) 
and follow the advice of men that di” 
not judge fo well as himfelf; this madi 
him more irrefolute than the conjunc. 
ture of his affairs would admit.” | 

He fought a good fight in defence ~ 
of his religion and monarchy, and th 
anarchy that followed too fatally con 
vinced us of it. He finifhed his court” 
exemplarily; and as Rapin {ayy 
fuffered death with great conftang 
and refolution, without fhewing th 
leaft fign of weaknefs or amazemen) 
The trueft initance of heroifm, and@ 
the uprightnefs of his intentions. | 

We have been taught to believe® 
criminal to dwell on his virtues, as by 
ing one of the family of the Stuart) 
but alas! he was a rara avis amow 
them, and the times now mak: | 
neceflary to refrefh our memory wi 
our paft calamities. 3 

The voice of liberty becomes {07 
centious, and fo much in the languy 
of thofe unhappy times, that we ou 
to open our eyes to conviction, : 
our ears to the accounts which 
daily receive of a repetition of th 
very calamities in Poland. 

Though Poland has a king pole! 
of the trueft courage and _fortitu 
and who is blefled with the beit§ 
characters; the mifery of that «0 
try is now not to be equalled: ! 
what will not liberty and licenti 
nefs, uncontrouled by the laws ot 
country, attempt and_ perpetr 
Civil war, with all its evil conc 
tants, is now deftroying and det 
ting that unhappy country; an 
will be wonderful from the accou! 
it, if the king, however defervinj 


Jan.) 


as above given muft be fubmitted to! 
your readers; it appears to me much” 
more credible from what Rapin ha; 7 
faid, that the king, as an honeft man, 


Tord Clafendon, who khew every 4 


| 
; 
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better faté, fhould efcape being 
urthered or dethroned by his own 
jects. 
eh recent troubles make the com- 
memoration of thts day more than or- 
Jinarily ufeful and neceflary to us; 
nd, when we confider the unexam- 
bled goodnefs and exemplary conduct 
»f our prefent king traduced and vi- 
‘fied with impunity by foul mouthed 
hifperers, we Ought to guard our- 
elves againft fuch depreciating at- 
empts, and with fervency exhort, in 
sur feveral ftations, our fellow-coun- 
rymen and Britons ‘ as free, not to 
fe their liberty (as St. Peter exhorts 
em in the ritual of this day) for a 
loke of malicioufnefs, but as the fer- 
ants of God, honour all men; love 
he brotherhood, fear God and honour 
1e king.” 
P. B. 
PoLITICAL DIssENSIONS. 


JoMr. WILKE S. 


SIR, Monday, Jari. 14,7771. 
N agent of yours declared fome 
time ago, that it would be ufeful 

> you and your affairs to come to an 
en rupture with me. From this 
inion has flowed all the abufe which 
as lately been beftowed upon me in 
epublic papers. I believe you have 
iftaken a ftrong inclination tor poli- 
y, and have yielded to a natural bias 
oppofition to honeity and your in- 
relt. For near three weeks paft I 
ave been pretty clofely confined to 
hy chamber by indifpofition, and, ex- 
spt the Public Advertifer, have only 
en fuch papers as my friends have 

‘ought to me, whofe kindnefs made 

hem feel more fenfibly than myfelt 

be injuries you have ofiered me. 

I have hitherto feen very little wor- 

y of an anfwer. except the particular 

arges inthe Gazetteer of lait Tuel- 

ay. Ithink it due to the public, tomy 
ends and myfelf,to give to each aspar- 
bularananfwer. Sir, as I have never 
her in public or private life copied 
bur example, I fhall not do it in this 

y juftification : inftead of a defence, 

bur method has always been to recri- 

mate ; on the contrary, I fhall in 
is letter confine myfelf to the charges 
ought agaift me: in a future letter [ 

l explain the nature and cautes of 

differences between us: they ought 
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to be. made public, becaufe the objects 


are not private. 

The Weftminfter bufinefs I hall 
referve for my tuture letter, becaufe it 
is oneof the pretended caufes of diffe- 
rence. The other charges I think 
are, 1. That “*I fubfcribed to the So- 
ciety of the Bill of Rights, but never 
paid one fhilling.”"—2. That “I have 
received amazing fums for Mr. Ser- 
jeant Glynn's election, ten guineas 
each from molt of his friends.”—. 
That “ I have received fubfcriptions 
for the Widow Bigby’s appeal."—g. 
That ‘* I have received fupfcriptions 
for Mr. Gillam’s Trial.”"—5.That “I 
have received fub{criptions for the affair 
of the Weavers in Spitalfields.” 

‘Theie five charges I underftand to be 
ofa public nature. After which there 
is a Charge upon me of a private fraud 
in a ftory about Mr. Foote’s Pam- 
phiet, and Metirs. Davis the book- 
fellers. 

T hefe particylar charges I undertake 
to aniwer, and if there is any other 
that [have omitted to take notice of 
you will pleafe to remind me ef it: if 
there is any other that you have 
omitted, your have my free leave to 
bring if. 

Firit, I never did fubfcribe any 
thing to the Society of the Bill of 
Rights. It is true, that in the ac- 
counts of that fociety there will be 
found five guineas of my money; but 
theie five guineas were paid by me at 
the moment of fubicribing them, at 
the laft {ubicription made at the King’s - 
Arms Tavern in Cornhill, fome time 
betore the eftablifament of the fociety 
at the London Tavern. Nor do I re- 
collect at any time to have fub{cribed 
any money without inftantly paying 
down the imall but numerous fums I 
have contributed. ‘Thefe poor five 
guineas were received, and the ac- 
count of them brought into the fociety 
by Mr.B -. 

The fecond charge is, ** the ama- 
zing fums received by me for Mr. 
Glynn's election; ten guineas each 
from moft of his friends.” The fubjeé 
of his charge no doubt puts me in a de- 
licate and difficult fituation, becaule 
the particulars of it ought to be difcuf- 
fed only by Mr. Glyun and the fab- 
icribers; and I am bound to be very 
careful that whilit 1 joftity myfelf 1 do 
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not fay any thing that may give pain or 
difpleafure to others. However, I 
think I can fay enough on this head to 
fatisfy the moft fcrupulous without 
hurting the moft tender. I mutt pre- 
mife that I have always carefully avoid- 
ed three things. I mean the being 
placed upon any public occafion in any 
fituation of henour, truft, or profit, 
from which my name, my ftation, 
and my inclination equally diffuaded 
me. I have been regularly and inde- 
fatigably the drudge of almoft every 
ular election, profecution, and 
ublic bufinefs—but never the object 
of any one. For three years paft my 
time has been entirely and my income 
almoft whelly applied to public mea- 
fures. But tho’ with great caution, 
and fometimes obftinacy, I have taken 
care never to be the chairman of any 
company, nor the oftenfible manager 
er conductor of any matter; yet I 
have not —_ able to avoid being on 
three occafions the receiwer of mo- 
mey. One of them was the election 
of Mr. Glynn. But there were no 
amazing fums in the cafe. The ten 
guinea iub{cription amounted to 2621. 
ros. of which, for want of a more 


diligent collector than myfelf, only 


2201. 10s. have yet been received ; and 
that fum has been paid away long ago 
either by me; or by Mr. B——, the 
treafurer of that iubfcription. Mr. 
Glynn and the fubfcribers muft ex- 
amine and fettle that bufinefs, and if 
they have no objection, I am fure I 
fhall have none, to lay each particular 
article before the public.—And now I 
have aniwered this charge as far as you 
have brought it, I defire to ftrengthen 
the charge, by informing you, Sir, 
that there was another fubdicription for 
Mr. Glynn’s election. (Indeedtheten 
guineas were not fubfcribed for the ex- 
pences of Mr. Glynn in his election, 
nor was any fubfcription tor that pur- 
pofe intended ; the ten guineas were 
-fub{cribed to pay the expences of fome 
dinners which about t:venty of us 
agreed to give to the freeholders in 
different parts of the county in the 
fummer, whilft Mr.Glynn was on the 
circuit. )——The fecond fubfcription 
was. made only after the rict on the 
firit day of eleétion, in order to pay the 
additional expences incurred by that 
moit villainous action, it feeming very 
cruc] and unjuit that fo barbarous and 
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wicked a contrivance fhould encreay 
the expence to Mr. Serjeant Glynn of 
conteft already fufficiently expenfive! 
and which had been carried on abow! 
feven months aginft all the powers ang 
influence of government. ig 

This fecond fub{fcription amounte; 
to 14011. 9811]. of which have been paid 
4201. ftillremain unpaid. Of this mo 
ney 4021, were paid into the hands of 
Mr. Vaughan, the treafurer on thi) 
occafion ; 340l. ros. were paid int 
the hands of Meff. Lowry and (Co) 
bankers in Lombard-ftreet : 2401. 10;! 
were collected by me from time td) 
time as the fub{fcribers fell in my way) 
and were paid again by me as occaficr 
and ‘opportunity offered: I likewig§ 
drew on Mefirs. Lowry and Co. for th 
money in their hands, with which § 
paid the demands on Mr. Glynn as fy 
as the money would reachthem. 0 
this point 1 can only fay as befor! 
that if Mr. Glynn and the fubfcribes 
rave no objection, I fhall have non 
to lay each particular article of receiy) 
and payment beforethe public. @ 

The thud charge is, “* that I haw 
received fubfcriptions for the wido# 
Bigby’s appeal.” The widow Bigby’ 
appeal was not brought by my dire¢tiar 
Ido not mean that I difapprove it ;/ 
commend the meafure,and it I had bes 
applied to, fhould have advifed it. J 
think the pardon granted to the muri! 
rers of Bigby was a horrid one, I this 
the fame of the pardon granted 
Mac Quirk, andI do not believe citi 
of them lawful. Mr. Stamford, ti 
attorney who was employed by t 
widow, applied to a gentleman 
character and fortune in the city { 
afliitance; that gentleman brow: 
Mr.Stamford to me, who told me w! 
he had done and what he intended 
do ; but he declared himfelf unable 
bear the expence and go on with! 
appeal, unlefs he was affifted imme 
ately with money. I undertook | 
matter, made. myfelf anfwerable 
him, and affifted him with money, : 
when I faw my friends I applied 
them for their help, becaufe I was’ 
equal to the burden alone. [I did: 
indeed forefee that any member of ! 
Houfe of Commons would move! 
leave to bring in a bill to take a 
the right of appeal from the peop!’ 
cafes of murder ; but I did forefeet 
Lord Mansfield would make {u’ 

nis 








771. 


Mr. Horne to Mr. Wilkes. 


39 


. tion and fuch a bill unneceflary ;_ trial. A copy of his indi&tment was 
eG that he would by ftudied delaysand illegally granted to Mr. Gillam, ia 
r ficulties moft effectually take away order to intimidate and difgrace ano- 
‘ile remedy of appeal; by thewing us ther gentleman and myfelf. When 
Us 


at the moft eminent counfel at the bar 
» not able to proceed in fuch a courfe 
to bring it toatrial: and I fup- 
fed that he would, as he has done, 
protract the matter by fhifting his 
Hculties and his doubts, that either 

proceedings on the appeal fhould 
dropped from the enormity of ex- 


the requeft was made, the judges were 
at firit divided: Mr Juttice Aiton and 
Mr. Recorder faw no objection to it, 
and they atlalt overperfuaded the Lord 
Chief Baron Parker: Mr. Juttice Gould 
refufed it to the laft. Notwithftanding 
this copy of the indiétment, I have 
never hefitated to declare that I did 


DWence, or the obftinate virtue of the promote, and affift that profecutton to 
C0 “gibor appellant have time to be cooled the utmoft of my power: but I did 
‘ged corrupted. I expected only to notat anytime receivea farthing from 
> te 


w, what has been fhewn, that Lord 
nsfield, who is fo dexterous at re- 
pving difficulties and fhortening the 


any perfon onthe accountof Mr. Gil- 
lam’s trial, or any thing relative to it, 
and I do affert there was no fub{cripti- 


y to aconviction for iibel, accord- on forit. if you, Sir, can difcover a 
“ame to the modern method of profecu- _ fingle perfon who paid any fubfcription 
ch & n, is as dexterous in finding outor to me, or to any other on that ac- 
S 4 SgReating obftacles to atrial in the anci- count, it is your bufinefs to name 
“Wt mode of appeal for murder, which him; otherwife we fhall know how te 
fore 5 formerly the fubject’s only reme- name you. 
ben * 


. And for this purpofe I was wil- 
e, and did declare my willingnefs, 
bear, ifit was neceflary, the whole 
pence of the profecution. The few 
ends to whom I fpeke on this occa- 
n were of the fame fentiments, and 
y contributed towards the appeal. 


afterwards found that good man, 


The fifth charge is,“* that I have re- 
ceived fubfcriptions for the affair of 
the weavers in Spitalfields ;” I never 
did receive any fub{fcription for the af- 
fair of tlre weavers in Spitalfields; there 
never was any fubfcription on that ac- 
count, or on any other relative to the 


















weavers in Spitalfields. JI took no 
| ——, was as warm in this bufinefs {mall pains with other gentlemen to 
: myfelf; at his defire I waited on faye thelives of fome innocent men ; 
i n, and he was anxious to be a but though one was petitioned for by 
urd 


rer in the burden. I fome time after 
tagentleman to him, with a lift 
the fubfcribers, and an account of 

money paid to the attorney, and 


the Lord Mayor and al! the aldermen 
who fat on the bench at his trial, with 
the ftrongeft circumitances in his fa- 
vour, and though another was unani- 


thi 
ted & 


++ ha 
elu 


dy cited him earneftly to be the trea- monfly and ftrongly recommended to 
by "er on this occafion. Sir ——, for mercy by the jury, they were both 
nan Mepyy reafons, excufed himéfelf. Very hanged.—Their crime was not mur- 
psi ly this office has been kindly acCep- der.—I believe we had better fuccefs 
a Il by Mr. T—ke; he has the liftand in our endeavours to ftop the further 


account, and the trouble of colleé- 
r the fubfcriptions. I do not defire 
y part of it to be kept fecret. I have 
eived trol. 16s. and I have paid to 

attorney rsol. and I have never 
mn lefs in advance than I am at pre- 
t, which is 301 4s. 

he fourth charge is, ‘that I have 
ived fubfcriptions for Mr. Gillain’s 


mercilefs profecution of that unhappy 
body of men; but what we did was 
done without colleéting money or fub- 
{cription ; and I do not believe that 
any money was paid, except 20]. which 
I gave out of my own pocket, towards 
procuring counfel for one Baker, a 
journeyman weaver, whom Lord 
Mansfield had refufed to admit to bail 


nded 
sable 
vith | 
mmeé 
ook | 
“able 
ney, 4 
plied 
was ¥ 
r did t 
er of | 
nove ! 


Something. more too has been fhewn, i.e. that the fuggeftions on which the 
don for the Kennedies was procured, are faife; and that thofe who procured it 
2 know them to be guilty, or they would not fo obftinately and corruptly have op- 
ike ‘ae? @ frefh trial on the appeal, which was the only method to juftify the pardon in 
PO MR @beatic manner by producing the new circumpances which manifefled their in- 
reiec 7 nce, : 
Ke Tue 


til} 
This 
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til] Term time, and tll after hearin 
eounte); although the fame Lord 
Mansfield confedied that he was com- 
mitted on a charge for an offence 
bailable at the very firit view, and 
which did not admit even the fhadow 
of a doubt. If any perfon did iub- 
feribe on this account to me or to 
any other, it Is your buiinefs to name 
him. 

Thus, Sir, I have anfwered your fiv 
charges, concerning  fub(criptions. 
Three of them (one faid to be left 
unpakl by me, and two faid to have 
been received by me) are totally falfe ; 
there never were any fuch fubfcriptions. 
The other two, Ih ope, I have hke- 
wife anfwered to your diffatistadtion. 
Though the proof of fuch charges 
ought to reft upon him who brings 
them, yet I think I may venture fafe- 
ly to take even the oppofite proof on 
myfelf; for I truft however difagreea- 
ble it is to gentlemen to put their 
nanes in the papers, I truft Mr. Rich- 
ard Oliver, who is treafurer to the 
Society of the Biil of Rights, and Mr. 
Serjeant Glynn and Mr. T—ke will 
do me that juftice which is due to me, 
and add the authority of their names 
to the truth of what I have related. 

But, Sir, there is one fub{cription 
more that I have received, and with 
which you have net charged me; | 
mean a fubfcription of g4l. 17s. 9d. 
raifed for you in my neighbourhood, 
which I have brought into the fociety 
very lately, at the fatt meeting but one 
at the London Tavern. 

This fubfcription I did not colleét; it 
was only conveyed by me to the fociety. 
It was collected publickly in an open 
book, by Mr. B. H. Mr. B. Mr. D. 
Mr. H. of my parifh ; ; and this book 
was brought back to me only the day 
before I delivered it in 5 however, be- 
fore this fubfcription, I advanced in 
the payment of demands upon you 38] 
$d. which I am ftill to receive, and of 
the fub(cription itfeif feven guineas fill 
remain unpaid to me. 

Your lait charge is, that I have re- 
ecived money for different publicati- 
ons, and you call upon ime to lay be- 
fore the public “an account of the 
profits on my vamped-up Sermon, Mr. 
Foote’s Apology, Mr. Miffing’s letter, 
&c. afferting at the fame time that I 
defrauded Mr. Foote of 40 or sol. 
which I took from Mefirs, Davis the 


Mr. Horne to Mr. Wilkes. 


Jan, 


bookfellers; and you bid me give yoy 
the evidence of Mr. Davis, both the 
father and the fon, and Mr. Foote; 
jultification of my difinterefted friend. 
fhip to him.” 

Have you forgotten in how unmanly 
a manner you lately received the very 
manly behaviour of Mr. Aldermay,# 
Trecothick, when you were charged 
with the  illiberal anonymous abu 
quit on that gentleman in * the annals 
of his mayoralty a annals of 
three or four months! If j 
thought yourfelf juitified in refi hed 
to acknowledge to the injured perfoy 
an anonymous writing, how can yoy 
expect that I fhould give you an an.# 
{wer about pamphlets. that bear othek 
men’s names? It is true I have alway; 
avowed whatever I have written anoff 
nymoufly, whenever any perfon ha 
complained that he was injured; as iy 
the cafes of Sir John Gibbons, Sit 
W. B. Proctor, Mr. Onflow, &c. it 
is my general rule when I am treated 
fairly ; but the rule does not extend tof 
you; for in thofe pamphlets, even if 
I had written them, there is no re 
flexion upon you: when you attribute 
to me the pamphlets that bear the 
names of other men, and call for w 
anfwer, you are impertinent to ni 
and injurious to them. Perhaps {ome 
ather perfon may think it as probable 
that you fhould have written the fer 
mon, as that I fhould have written on 
fubjects of law and furgery. I know 
indeed how you will folve that ditt 
culty, by declaring that there is as lit 
tle divinity in the one as law and fur- 
gery in the others. Sir, I fhall only 
an{wer you what you mutt already ‘up 
pofe, viz. that of all the pamphlets | 
ever wrote in my life, I have regular'y 
received the profits; and of all th 
pamphlets which I may _hereaftet 
write, I fhall, if I oleate » regularly 
receive the profits. But that you mj 
not envy me the amazing fums I hat 
likewife received on that fcore, I wil 
tell you exactly to what they amount; 
and that I might be exact I have fettied 
accounts which were never bef 
fettled. Of all the things I ever wre 
in my life the profits amount ™ 
661. 4s. 1d. 4 not fufficient to furnilh 
you with two months claret. 

For the fraud with which you chay 
me on Mr. Foote, through Meili. 


Davis, the bookfellers, it is a falfehoo j 
av 
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ou ought to be told fo in coarfer 

wot noes You bid me give you the 
evidence of Mr. Davis, both the fa- 
her and the fon, and of Mr. Foote. 
You who brifg the charge fhould take 
e onus probandi; I can only give my 
ywn evidence. They mutt, if they 
pleafe, give theirs for themfelves. 
But why this Judaifm, fir? why will 


not Mr. Davis the father fatisfy you ? 


hy vifit the fins of the fathers upon 
e children? 
Sir, I will be bold to fay, the farther 
d the more particularly you fift into 
very part of my conduct, the more 
honourable it will appear; for very 
many circumftances will come out ne- 
efarily in my defence which could 
not otherwife have been mentioned 
jthout boafting ; and I defy all your 
and all your abilities to make me, 
hile I am honeft, either deteftable 
yr ridiculous. However you mutt 
sow do fomething for your credit’s 
ake: at leaft be witty, at leaft enter- 
ain the public: fcraps of verfes will 
ot altogether anfwer the purpofe.— 
lb me! is no argument; quotations 
enot proofs. But if you will quote 
incomparable poet you fhould take 
pme of hjs incomparable poetry. 
With fuch a choice of beauties before 
ou, te feleét the paflages with which 
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you have lately patched your profe, 
convinces me that no friend can efcape 
you; and that living or dead it is your 
ftady and endeavour to fhew, if you 


can, their weakfides to the public. 
JOHN HORNE, 


The following Letters appeared the Day 
afier the Publication of the foregoing, 
relative to the Difpute between Mr. 
Wilkes and Mr. Horne. 4s they are 
of too ap a Nature to be 
omitted, Impartiality required that we 


foould lay them before our Readers. 


Fenchurch-ftreet, Jan. 16, 1771. 
Think it my duty to declare that 
the charge brought againft Mr. 
Horne, relating to the fociety at the 
London Tavern, of which I am trea- 
furer, is falfe, fcandajous, and ground. 
lefs ; and all the other charges, as far 

as I know or believe, are the fame. 
RICHARD OLIVER. 

Piccadilly, Jan. 16, 1771. 
Mefirs. R. and W. Davis think it 
incumbent on them to declare that the 
charge brought againft Mr. Horne, 
concerning Mr. Foote’s pamphlet, as 
far as it relates to them, or comes 
within their knowledge, is totally 

falfe. 

Robert Davis, 
WILLIAM Davis, 





IMPARTIAL REVIEW 


ARTICLE I. 
Y HE Genealogy and Antiguity of the Kings 
of Spain; Prerage, or different Degrees of 
febility ; with their Privileges, aud thofe an- 
ed to the Title of Cattile. By Joieph 
ri & Catala, one of bis Catholic Majcfty’s 
tfeliors, 1 vol, folio. Cooke. 
We are at a lofs ta know what end the 
portation of this article is likely to an- 
; the genealogy of the king of Spain is 
rady well known in the country, and as to 
particular privilege annexed to the title 
Caftile, we fancy it is an objeét of very 
le confequence to the people of England. 
l. Ain biftorical Effay on the Englith Con- 
‘en, or an impartial Engury into the elec 
¢ Right of the Peeple, from the firff Efta- 
ment of the Saxons in this Kingdom; 
treim the Right of Parliament to tax our 
 diflant Provinces is explained and jufified 
" juch conftitutional Principles, as will af- 
an equal Security to the Coloniffs, as to 
* Brethren at Home. 4to. 48. boards, 
Od, bound. Dilly. 
¢ have read this article with much at- 
3a, 1771s 
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tention, and recommend it to the earneft at- 
tention of our readers.—It is unneceflary for 
us to f2y more, as the nature of the work is 
fufficiently explained in the title page, and as 
the following extraét on American affairs 
will fufficiently fhew the reafoning of our 
author. 

“© So long as our provinces were in their 
infancy, it was aéting the part of a tender 
parent to indulge them, by relieving them 
trom all national expence; fince which, we 
have continued our tenderncfs to a criminal 
excefs, both in time, and degree. But now 
that they are become able, we call upon them 
to do their duty in a national capacity ; by con- 
tributing their fhare to the expence of the 
ftate, with the reft of their brethren at 
home. 

The power of providing for this national 
expence is the point of conteft between 
Great-Britain and her colonies. Amongft 
the refolves of the reprefentatives of the 
MafMlachutet’s-Bay, unanimoufly paffed in a 
full houfe, on July the 8th 1769, we have 
their fenfe upon this matter, And though 
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the ret of our colonics, in Ameriea, may 
net have expreffed themfelves fo clearly, yet 
their conduct fully manifefts the fame opi- 
bron. 

I fhall give one of thcir refolves, as we 
have it in the public papers: Refolved, as 
the opinion of this houfe, that the fole right 
ef impofing taxes on the inhabitants of this 
bis majefty’s colony, of Maflachufet’s-Bay, 
is mow, and ever hath been, legally, and 
conftitutionally vefied in the houfe of repre- 
fentatives, lawfully convened, according to 
the ancient and eftablifhed pradtice; with 
the confent of the council end of his majefty 
the king of Great-Britain, or his governor 
for the time being. 

I could have withed that the gentlemen of 
the houfe of reprefentatives in the Maffa- 
chufet’s-Bay had been more explicit with re- 
fpeé& to the ground upon which they found 
their opinion, for ® is no uncommon thing 
to find bodies of men refolving what they 
have no right to refolve. They fay the fole 
right. of taxing the people of thcir province 
is vefted in them by law and the conftitution. 
I fhould be glad to know by what law, or 
upon what principle of the confitution they 
find that right vefted inthem. If they had 


confined their right of taxing the people of 
their province, to pay the neceflary provin- 
cial expences of the internal police of their 
there could have been no objec- 


province, 
tion. 

But if they mean to fay, that they have 
the fole right of naming the fum of money, 
and taxing the pcople of their province to 
pay that tum which they ought to contribute 
towards the neceffary expence incurred for 
the defence and projection, and government 
of the whole community, of which they are 
enly 2 pat ; J will take upon me to aniwer, 

"That their Opinion is neither lawful, confti- 
tutional, jut, nor reafong oe If they have 
got an aét of parliament by which they are 
vefted with fuch a power, let them thow it; 
and then we hall be all fatisfied that the 
aaa wre of the Maffachufet’s- Bay are ex- 
empt by that law from the national rule af 
taxation : oe that they are permitted to liv 
withcut poving any. taxes at al] towards the 
Naticnal Expente's ; or only juft as much as 
they fhall pleafe to-afford out of their own 
bx un ity . 

There is‘ no principle in our conftitution, 
neither was it ever the ancient practice (I do 
not mean the antient pradtice of the Maila- 
chufets Bay), TI mean the antient practice 
of England for thirteen hundred years peft, 
that any part of the community had a ripht 
to tax therafelves to defr. y the national ex- 
pence of government. het them take it at 
any point of time they pleas c, even as far 
back as the Saxon period betor< the conqueft, 
when the conftitution was in its perfection ; 
when every ihire was a diftin® province as 
Mauch 2s they are now; and a complete go- 
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vernment of itfelf, fo far as to provide fy 
the civil and military goverpment of the 
fhire; which they did in their thiregemot;, 
or thire-aflemblies among themfelves. 

But. when any national expence becam 
neceifary for the good of the whole, it wa 
abfolutely neceffary that a power fhould 
lodged fome where to tax the whole, and ng 
to fuffer every thire to tax itfelf; and they 
very wifely vefted that power in the hands of 
a fele& number of men who were eleéted fy, 
that purpofe; and who were to detide upos! 
that point by a majority of voices, whid 
bound the whole community at once; anij 
this put an end to all conteft about th 
matter. Whereas, on the contrary, had th 
fhire of York, for inftance, come to thi 
fame refolution THEN, as the province of 
the Maffachufet’s-Bay hath now, it woulifl 
have been a direét violation of the conftitu. 
tion, and an attempt to diffolve the commu) 
nity as far as in them lay; ‘and had the 
fucceedeg, muft have brought on the deftruc 
tion of their old mode of government, whic 
we call the conftitutional law of the land, 

However, not to go fo far back as th 
Saxon period, we have an example in th 
city of London, which is a town and county 
of itfelf, and whofe government is eftablithe 
upon the old conflitutional principle ; whe 
the mayor, aldermen, and _ reprefentut! 
body of men have a power of taxing thei 
habitants to defray the expence of both ti 
civil and military government of the cit 
yet, notwithftanding this, they are taxed: 
commion with the reft of the people for th 
national expence of the flate. 

Cur cénftitution hath divided the coun 
and people into paris; and fo far as conce 
the internal ‘police of the country they: 
indeper. dent of one another. But the | 
conflitution hath united all thefe parts i 
one whole; and made them all obedient 
the aéts and lnws of one legiflative author 
There cannot be. a creater abfurdity fuppos 
in government, than to admit two legiliat" 
authorities in one flate independent ot ¢ 
other. But upon this North Ament 
principle we fhall not only have two, > 
we may have fifty-two. For, according 
them, in every province we are now, or™ 
hereafter become poflt fied of ; where we}! 
vide for the internal police of the cous! 
upon the Englith conftitutional pelosi 
there we are to eftablith a legifl tive aut 
rity, independent of the legiflative author 
of Great-Britain. Such a ‘principle as th 
can, in its own nature, produce nothing! 
diforder ond frife; is incompatible with* 
peace of al] fociety, and every princip« 
our cenftitution, and not to be admitted # 
out their defirud ion. 

The predominant principle in our cont 
tion in this refpeét, is to unite many 
into one whole; but this reverfes our cord 
tutional principle, and divides one whole! 


-~ 
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pany parts. Our happy cenftitution cements 
nd unites the whole together by an cquality 
rights, and an equality of expence; 
hich together produce ftrength, peace, har- 
nony and order. 
Let as now fee how the people in our dif- 
nt provinces are fituated, with refpeét to 
he exercife of their conftitutional rights of 
eétion for members to ferve in parliament. 
nd as this feems to be the ground on which 
ey build their main ftrength, and from 
hence they draw all their arguments, I will 
deavour to give it a particular attention, 
d deferibe- how the conftitution operates 
ith regard to them. 
Let it be remembered, that the government 
England is founded upon the common 
shts of mankind; where the e'cétive 
bwer af the people forms the moft eflential 
rt of the legiflative authority. And let 
alfo remember, that the king is in the 
nftant exercife of his executive power, 
hich is crextive of wants, which himfelf 
not fupply; and, therefore, he muit al- 
ys have his parliament within his call, 
at he may procure their advice and affift- 
ce whenever they are wanted. In the king 
placed the feat of all intelligence and in- 
mation from all quarters of the world, 
ere the Britifh empire is concerned; by 
ich he is enabled to know what dangers 
d difficulties ob@ru€t the welfare and hap- 
efs of his people in general. Therefore 
is the only perfon, that can be able to in- 


m his parliament of the truth, and what 
ans’are to be taken to remove thele ob- 
ctions, and to eftimate the expence that 
ll attend the fume. 

Were it otherwife, no king of England 
buld be able to extend his care, or to exe- 
e any plans he may have formed for the 


tual benefit of his people. He could net 
out fleets'and armies at home for the pro- 
ion of his diftant provinces, without there 
re a power at home which he could depend 
bn, that is both able and willing to dup- 
him in all his juft meafures, and provide 
the neceflary expence at all events, This 
itfelf is fufficient to thew the neceffity of 
bfining the formation of the legiflative au- 
rity within the immediate call of the 
g. And hence it is evident, that the for- 
tion of (he legiflative authority, in a fate 
tis founded upon a delegated power like 
t of England, muft be in the hands of 
people, whese the feat of government is 
t the reftoration of the conftitution, in 
reign of Henry the Third, under the 
ion of our great charter, the pewer of 
tion was vefted in the inhabitants of cer- 
hati€s, boroughs, towns, ports, and the 
holders of the refpcétive thires, or thofe 
refted in the land; and yo man, that did 
fall under fome ane of thefe dumomina- 
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tions hod any power of election vefted in him- 
From whence it evidently appears, that no 
Engl.fhman, barely cosfidered as fuch, hath 
any power of election, for a -eprefentative to 
ferve in parliament. 

Upen this principle it is, that the people 
of our new great towns, fuch as Birming- 
ham, Mancliefter, and many others, have 
no power of election vefted in them; and 
confequently have no reprefentatives in par- 
liament of their own election at all, And 
therefore the people in our diftant provinces 
are precifely and literally int the fame fitua- 
tion ag ihe people in thele great towns, and 
all the villages, and open country, which 
contain thoutancs and tens of thoufands of 
people in Great-Britain who have no power 
of election; and confequently have no re- 
prefentation in parliament, any more than 
the Americans. Yet all this multitude of 
people who have no power of election, 
would receive no damage from not being elec- 
tors, provided there was a competent number 
of electors in every place of election, fo as 
to fecure a conttitutionally free and inde- 
pendent houfe of commons. As long as this 
is the cafe, it is of no confequen-e who 
ele&is them; for every man that is not an 
elector may receive the fuli bamefit of our 
conftitytional mode of governm:nt as much 
as if he was an eleftor. Yet every Eng- 
lifhman, as fuch, whether he be born on 
this, or that fide the Atlantic, hath a right 
to take up his power of election whegijver 
he pleafeth to conne&t himfclf with fome 
one of thofe towns, or become a freeholder ; 
{p as to fatisfy the cuftomary mode by which 
every other man obtains the power of elec- 
tion. 

But if this elective power were conftituti- 
onally fo fixed to the perfon of an Englith- 
man, that it mut travel with him into any 


part of the worid where ever he fhould think 


proper to fettle; and that he should havs 
there the fame conftitutional right as he had 
in Engiand, to elett reprefentatives to ferve 
in the parliament of Great-Britain, which 
is the point. contended for; in that cafe we 
fhould be obliged to colleét our Icgiflative au- 
thority from the four quarters of the world, 
whenever Great-Britain thall think proper to 
eftablith colonics in Europe, Afia, Africa, 
and America. 

It is the determined law of eleétion, that 
every man who is vefted with the power of 
eleétion, fhall exeroife that power in perfon 
upon the fpot from whence he derives that 
power. For if I be an houfekceper in the 
city of W.ftminfter, I am an eleétor for the 
city of Weftminter fo long as IF continue 
there. But if I leave the city of Weitmin- 
fier and never return, I Jofe my power of 
cleétion and never recover it. Orif I bea 
liveryman of the city of London, and retire 
from London, though the right of clection 
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will fill remain in my perfon, yet I cannet 
exercife that right, without | return back 
again to the city of London. 

In like mannedit is with every man who 
leaves his nativg country and lives in our 
difiant provinces; he willingly and volunta- 
rily relinquifhes the cxercile of his eleétive 
power, in favour of fomething more {ub- 
ftantia); and can never conftitutionally, fo 
long as he continues there, exercife that right 
is the eleétion of any member to ferve in 
_ the parliament of Great-Britain. All mem- 
bers of any fociety muft fubmit and fall in 
with the conftitutional laws of that fociety 
to which they belong ; and not expect that 
the laws of the conftitution are to give way 
tothem, For, upon that principle, a con- 
ititution would be continually flu€tuating, in 
ordét to accommodate itfelf to every change 
of things that might happen, 

It is the conftitution itfelf (which muf 
operate upon the fpot where the feat of go- 
vernment is placed) that refufes our diftant 
provinces to exercife their elective rights for 
the election of reprefentatives to ferve in 
parliament. For as they have placed them- 
felves at fuch a diftance, they have put it out 
of their own power to be ek tors; but, in 
every other @ipect they may receive the full 
benefit of the conftitution, as much as any 
man at home. But to fay that no Englith- 
man is to be taxed without his confent either 
in perion or by his reprefentatives, is merely 
found without fenfe, and not true in faét; 
but muft be limited by the conftitutional 


mode of taxation, which only requires, that 
no Englifhman fhall be taxed without the 
confent of a reprefentative body of men in 


parliament. Were it otherwife, as I have 
daid before, a government founded upon the 
common rights of mankind, could never ad- 
vance beyond a certain limited point, or'form 
any advantageous pl.ns by the extention of 
their territory, for the mutual benefit of the 
whole community.” 

(ll. 4 Yourney into Siberia, made by Order 
of the King of France. By M. L’ Abbé Chappe 
d’Auteroche, gto. ivol. Jeffries. Continued 
from our lap. 

“In the beginning of the reign of Peter I. 
the Rufiians ufed to marry without having 
Seen cach other. The parents on the man’s 
Tide uled to fend a kind of matron to the girl’s 
parents: the matron then told them; I Anca 
you bave goods to difpofe of, and we bave pur- 
bajers. After fome inquiries, and a few 
days {pent in negociating the affair, the parents 
wfed to meet. If the lad was agreeable to the 
girl’s parents, the day of the ceremony was 
fixed. The evening before marriage, the 
young man was brought to fec his deftined wife, 
who received him without {peaking a word : 
one of her relatiens was engaged to converfe 
with him. The next day, the lad ufed to 
fend a prefent to the lady, confifting of {weet- 
mitats, fuap, and other things of the jame 
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kind. Thebox was never opened but in pre. 
fence of her friends, who were immediately 
fent for: she then ufed to lock herfelf up with 
them, continually fhedding tears while her 
friends were finging fongs fuitable to the oc. § 
cafion of her marriage, 

There are no traces of thefe laft cuftoms re. 
maining, except among the common’ people, 
European manners, which Peter I, endea- 
voured to introduce in his dominions, have 
abolifhed fome of the ancient prejudices, 
From this period, marriages have been upog 
a different tooting. Among the great, pa- 
rents are influenced by fertuneand high rank; 
and children, as itis the cuftom every wher 
elfe, are feldom confulted. 

European manners, however, have gained 
very little ground in Ruffia ; becaufe they are 
not conformable to the defpotifm of the go. 
vernment: they have neverthelefs introduce; 
luxury, and brought on a communicatics 
between Ruflians and foreigners ; which ha 
only contributed to make the Ruffians mor 
unhappy, by giving them opportunity of com- 
paring their ftate of flavery with that of 1 
free people, 

As I have feen the Ruffians at the diftance 
of eight hundred leagues from court, Ihave 
been enabled to acquire a competent know. 
ledge of this people. 

Upon the whole, there is very little fociety 
in Ruffia, efpecially beyond Mofco: neith« 
is it poflible there fhould be much, under: 
government where no man enjoys that civi 
liberty, by which the fafety of the citizen, 1 
other countries, is fecured. A mutual fer 


prevails among individuals ; from hence 1: 


fes miftruft, difguife, and deceit. Friend: 
fhip, that femiment which contributes © 
the happinefs of our lives, has never bets 
known in Ruffia; it fuppofes a fenfibilit 
which makes an abfolute union of the tw 
friends, and effufions of the heart, which @ 
vide their pleafures and pains reciprocal! 
As the menhave but little refpeét for the wi 
men beyond Mofco, they are net attend 
to in company, although company is nothiaj 
without them, They are almoft always 
fined to their houfes; where they pais the 
tedious days among their flaves, without # 
thority and without employment ; they’ 
not even chjgy the fatisfaction of reading, ™ 
mot of them know not how to read. + 
men are as ignorant as the women. 7) 
vifit now and then with great ceremony : 
governors and chief magiftrates give £ 
dinners feveral times in a year. Reiat 
alfo meet now and then, to keep the feat 
their family faint; but they feldom 4 
any perfon at thefe feafts, who is not 0n* 
the family. At the great entertainme 
both men and women are invited together ® 
they neither fitat the fame table, nor \9 
fame room. The miftrefsof the houf ¢ 
not appear inthe mens apartments, till ® 
are juft fitting down to dinner; fhe brive 





77 I. 
: a large waiter covered with glaffes 
- eal 3 which ‘the prefeats, in a very 
sbmiffive manner, to all the guefts, who do 
wot even look at her ; the glaffes are returned 
» her, and the withdraws immediately. 

There are always 2 great number of people 

t thefe feafts ; to which perfons of all ftations 

invited. Officers, clergy, magiftrates, 
nd merchants, are all placed at the fame ta- 
le ; but with this difference, that rank is 
more ftriétly attended to, than in any Ger- 
man court. Military men are placed accor- 
ding to their feveral ranks ; and perfons of 
other profeffions are difpofed in the fame 
manner: no regard is paid to birth. 

All the dithes are ferved up at once. Their 
oup is made by cutting the meat into fmall 
sieces inthe broth. They have fome ragouts, 

hich nobody who is not ufed to can eat of. 
he table is generally covered with feveral 

pyramids of roaft meat ; moft of them com- 
pofed of different kinds of game, the reft of 
butchers meat. Chinefefweetmeats are fer- 
ed up at the fame time, and fome made of 
the fruits of the country. 

Their manner of fitting at table, and their 
uftoms, feem to be very fimilar to thofe 

hich prevail in fome diftri&ts of Germany ; 
ut they have adopted only the ridiculous 
arts of them, which they have even rendered 
till more ridiculous. A profound filence is 
pbferved during dinner ; which is interrupted 
nly at times by the healths that are drunk. 

As foon as they fit down totable, each man 
ours into his glafs fome of the made-wine I 





ave mentioned before ; and then all rife to 


rink each others health. Each gneftis 
runk to by his chriftian and furname; and 
a» drop of wine is fwallowed to each perfon’s 
health. 

Ihave been at fome of thofe dinners, where 
there were more than fixty people, all drink- 
ng toeach other at the fametime. Thedr at- 
itudes, and the confufien of different founds 
ad avery fingular effe&t. Peter not being 
bleto make James hear him, was ftretching 
himfelf over the table, and bawling. out as 

d as he could ; atthe fameinftant, he was 
aterrupted by Francis,who was bowingtohim, 
bt by a knock of the head from Philip, who 
wasturning about from right to left without 

ceiving the pofture Peter wamin. Phiiip’s 
urn came next : as he was litting his glafs to 
ismouth, his neighbour gave hima jog of 
he elbow, and {palling partof his wine, in- 

Tupted him at the moft interefting mo- 

ent. Such fcenes asthefe, varied in diffe- 
‘Bt ways, were repeated almoft at every part 
the table ; and the pleafantry of them was 
Mhanced, by obferving the impatience of 
umeof the people. As to myfelf, I could 
ever find an opportunity of drinking any 
nes health ; but kept my head in conftant 
tion, to the right and left, and forwards. It 
teckotied a qualification to catch an oppor- 
uty fe deaionably as to drink to evety per- 
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fon’s health, witho ut defcending from one’s 
dignity, or meeting with any accident. 

The firft health being over, every body fits 
down, and is at liberty to eat for a few mo- 
ments. Glafs tumblers of acylindrical form, 
fix inche shigh, and four wide, are placedin 
different parts of the table, Every gueft 
within reach of one of thefe tumblers, takes 
it up and drinks out of it: it would be thought 
very unpolite, if he wasto take a glafs, in 
order to avoid drinking out of the fame 
tumbler as his neighbour. This cuftom is 
not only difagreeable, but at the fame time 
very dangerous, on account of the {curvy, 
which is extremely frequent in Ruffia, 

When the company has cat for a few mi- 
nutes, the emperor's health goes round. This 
toaft is givenina different manner, A large 
glafs bottle, to which there is alfo a glafs top, 
is placed on the table before the perfon of-the 
higheftrank. This perfon rifes from his feat, 
as well as his right-hand neighbour, to whom 
he gives the head ofthe bottle, and pcuring 
fome wine into the cup, gives out theempe- 
ror’s health, bowing to the whole cumpany, 
As foon as he has drunk, he gives the bottle 
to his neighbour, who pafles the top to the 
perfon fitting nextto him. ~All the company 
drinks the emperor's health in the fame 
manner, while a band of muficians is em- 
ployed in finging fangs adapted to the cere- 
mony. 

The healths of the princes and princeffes 
of the royal family are then drunk in the fame 
order, and eating goes on for a little time 
longer. 

The healths of all the guefts are then car- 
ried round, with another glafs bottle, which 
is not fo beautiful as the firft, and is covered 
with a cruft of bread. 

This toaft gocs round nearlyin the fame 
way as the former, except that when the lid 
of the bottle is given to one’s neighbour, it is 
ufual at the fame time to tell him the chriftian 
and furname of the perton whofe health is 
going round: and this muit be repeated, 
making a bow to him: this cuftom is ve 
troublefeme to ftrangers, as the Ruffians have 
generally three or four chriftian names. This 
ceremony is carried on with the utmoft grae 
vity, and one muft be very exaét in the whole 
detail, which extends all round the table. 
However defirous I was of being exact, yet I 
was always puzzled when the toaft came te 
me. I ufed to forget the number of faints 
named to me, moft ef which were never ene 
rolledin our iift. I was, however, very much 
mortified atthis. Befides, I had ufually for 
my neighbour a Ruffian, who was a very ftri&t 
obierver of rules; he had acquired by his 
exatnefs a right of prefiding over the police 
of the table, and was very much out of teme 
per, whenever any one was deficient in this 
peint. ‘This gentleman was fo obliging as to 
fet me right frequently; buton one occafion 
he was asmuch pugzledas myfelt, whan two 

crufts 
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crufts of bread wereprefented to me from each 
Gde, one of which had fell feveral times, 
contrary to order, into the plates, and into the 
bottle, Not knowingwhom! was to anfwer, 
mor what I was to de with theferwo crufts, I 
seferred the whole affair to him, and fat down. 
He was informed, that, the company confift- 
ing of fixty gueits, a fecond bottle had been 
galled for, to haften the ceremony; but he 
decided, thatit was Better to be detained two 
hourslonger at table, than to neglett any of 
the ufual forms. 

At laft, the company rofe from table, and 
went inta another room. Iimaginedat firft, 
that the dinner was over, and that we were 
pow to drink coffee ; but was much furpri- 
ged at the fight of atablecovered with Chinefe 
{weetmeats. Four fervants waited for the 
¢ompany, with bottles of meed, beer and dif- 
ferent liquors made with brandy. Others 
brought in waiters with glaffes. The com- 
pany then fet in for drinking again ; and from 
this time ceremony was at an end. The 
Ruffians, though accuftomed to this manner 
of living, feldom bear the quantity of liquors 
drank after dinner, which are not only very 
firong, but the drinking is alfo inceffantly 
cvntinued till the evening. If the company 
chufes to take-a walk, the bottles and glailcs 
are carried along with them; and this is look- 
ed upon as doing the honours completely. 

IV. The Generous Inconfant 5 dA Novel, in 
2 vols, By 2a Lady, 5s. Nicol. 

The leffonsof delicacy and heneur incul- 
cated through thefe volumes, docredit te the 
amiable writer ; the language in which thefe 
leffons are. conveyed is elegantly eafy, and it 
is not poffible for a benevolent mind to perufe 
them without receiving equal entertainment 
and inftruction. 

V. Memeirs, Anecdotes, and Chara&ers of 
abe Court of Lewis XIV. Tratjlated from Les 
Souveniss; or the Recolleéiions of Madame 
Caylus, Niece te Madame de Maintenon, 
gvols, s2mo. 5s. Dodficy. 

The world is indebted to Mrs, Griffiths for 
this tranflation, and as it containsa variety of 
interefting particulars never beiore printed in 
our language we cannot but fuppoie that it will 
be am agreeable acquilition to the public. 

VI. A Port Grammar and Vocabulary of the 
Moors Langvage. 15. 6d, Flexney. 

The publither of this\grammar tells us in 
his advertiiement, that it is very neceffary 
for the perufal of ali gentlemen going to the 
Eaft-indics ; st may indeed be u!eful ior that 
purpoie, but we do net fee in what other re 
fpectsit is likely to advance the intereits of 
hiterature in this country. 

VI. Almida; aTragedy, as it is performed 
at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane. vO. IS, 
64. Becket, 

‘The reader has foample an accountof Al- 
mida in the Britith Vheatre, that it is un- 
@cceflary for us to choracteriic it in this 
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part of our work ; we fhall therefore only giv. 
an extract from the fecond aét, where th: 
heroine is left alone with Orbaffan juft as th 
knights are leading her to exceution, an; 
where that ftern republican offers to becom: 
her champion according to the conftituties 
of Sicily, if the promifes her affeétion. 
The fcene is no lets new than animated, anj 
muft ienfibly aftcét in the perufal tho’ no 
to fuch a degree as in the reprefentation. 
S C E M.E - VE. 
ALMiDA, ORBASSAN. 
Al. Whence this intrufion? are you come 
With infult to embitter my laft moments ? 
Or. I bear a foul fuperior to fuch vilenefs, 
Diftinguith'd by my choice, your hand wa 
mine; 
Love was perhaps my fecret guide. I knov 
not 
If tendernefs or pity yet pleads for you, 
Or if my heart has fhook indignant off 
The lover's weaknefs: but my haughty foul 
Mi] brooks the flighteft notion of difhonour. 
{ will not ftoop to think I was betray’d 
For a vile tyrant, whom our faith abhors, 
The ftate’s moft deadly foe! A crime fo odiow 
Is for our country’s honour and for yours, 
But moft for mine, too bafe; I'll not beliew 
it; 
All Syracufa views in me your hufband, 
And in your honour I refpe&t my own ; 
My glory wounded calls me to defend it; | 
The iaws of chivalry ordain thefe combats, 
And heaven’s decifion hangs upon our {wor:. 
Behold me ready 
Al, You! 
Or. Me, and I hop 
(This ep avow'd by knighthood’s mem 
laws) 
Will teach the heart you ow’d me to defer 
me. 
I'll not examine if your foul, deceiv’d 
By arts delufive, knew a moment’s weakne! 
Or if averfion bid you fhun our union. 
The noblc ft minds are ever the moft gratefu 
From the remembrance of a former error, 
Virtue takes deeper root; nor will I hens 
forth 
Diftruft you, or myfelf, by low fufpicion; 
But this fuffices not; I have a right, 
From pride, or love, to wifh a fofter feelix 
Our laws require the folemn force of oaths, 
And one I| claim ; not fuch as ftern conftiz 
Dictates to weaknefs, or exacts from fear; 
The poor evafion of the coward foul, 
That, feif-deceiv’d, profanes the facred alt 
Antwer without referve my noble franka: 
I fhould with feorn rejeét a heart divided; 
i can die for you, but J muft be lov'd! 
Al, Plung’d as Iam in mifery’s deep aby’ 
Scarcely myfelf, befet with death and hon 
This gen’rous, manly, unexpcéted offer — 
Fills my fad breaft with gratitude and wore 
Ani near that grave, which foon fhall¢ 
around me, 
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y dying foul fhall reverence and efteem you: 
ut learn to know me tea, My heart has 
wrong d you, 
et farek che thought of treachery or bafe- 
nets. 
ve not betray’d my honour, or the ftate 5 
or you have 1 betray’d—I1 ow'd you nothing; 
o faith I plighted, nor have you a right 
his heart to queftion, or arraign its feelings. 
now then "tis cold, ungrateful, not perfi- 
dious ; ; 
cannot love you, or on terms like thefe 
our proffer'd aid accept, Too welll know 
he unrelenting rigour of your laws, 
tyrants flinty breafts ;- nor will I here, . 
Vith hollow boaft, or Stoic affectation, 
retend to view unmov'd the death that waits 
me, 
fly life was dear, 1 blufh not to avow it; 
ay more, I fhiver at the fatal thought 
f my black fate, of my fad father’s ‘for- 
rows ! 
et in this {cene of complicated woes, 
nite of my weaknefs, never can I ftoop 
o buy a lengthen’d life at truth’s expence. 
his frank avowal muft I know offend you ; 
et guiltier far, unworthy of myfelf, 
fhould deferve your fcorn, if I abus’d you, 
orgive the feeming harfhnefs of my words, 
annot own you as a deftin’d hufband, 
radefender. My approaching tate 
his outrage will avenge 
Or. My vengeance, Madam, 
tends no farther than my country’s wrongs ; 
an repay difdain with calm contempt, 
an {mile at arrogance ; nay more, forget it, 
y arm was ready to defend, to fave you, 
t tv your honour and my own acquitted 
pu view me henceforth.only as a judge, 
rm to my duty, to our laws obedient; 
ke them infcnfible, and deaf to pity, 
nmov'd by anger, or by weak regret. 
SC EWN EB. VH. 
Aimipa. Soldiers at a diffance, 
. Tis done—I die, a felf-devoted vidtim! 
30u only being who deferv it my love! 
r whom I wifh'd to live, for thee I die, 
r theé condemn’d —’tis well —then be it {o! 
! all this infamy —a woeful father 
k to the tomb with fhame! thefe chains 
—a {Caffold! 
rments and death! can I fupport their 
horrors ? 
foul fhakes in me! hence unworthy ter- 
rors, . 
Tancred J] expire, and at this thought 
th lofes all its anguifh. They may {natch 
ew unhappy moments, but difgrace 
punishment it is not theirs to give ; 
loul’s above them, there they cannot 
reach me: : 
his dread hour of fate one good remaias, 
E voice of virtue chearing from within ; 
this fuffice ! ah, Tancred! what a day 
mis for thee! Sophia! [10 $ phiay whe 
enters how thy fight 
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Revives. my finking heat! they have net 
then 

Deny'd me this laft comfort ! 

So. My lov'd miftrefs ! 

Would I had died before this cruel day ! 

fll, 1 fee the minifters of death approach ; 

MY foul’s laf withes bear to Tancred; tel 
him, 

That faithful to our vows for kim I die ; 

That his lov'd image, prefent to my foul, 

Sooth’d every pang, and render’d death lef 
bitter. 

VII. The Village Oppreffed, a Poem dedi- 
cated te Dr. Goldfmith. 4to. 1s, Robfon. 

A Mr.Robinfon of Norwich is the author of 
this poem ; he purfues the fame fairy fyftem, 
which Dr. Goldimith has fo elegantly, tho? 
fo vainly attempted to eftablifh inthe Defert- 
ed Village, and creams a number of misfor- 
tunes, for the fake of thewing his abilities in 
lamenting them ; thus the eountry is depopu- 
lated, while the value of landed property is 
hourly encreafing, and the very extenfion of 
ourcommerce, according to Mr, Robinfon, is 
injurious to the national profperity. The 
philofophy of our poet, however, has not the 
beautiful verfification of Goldfimith to apola- 
gize for its weaknefs, though poffibly this isa 
circumftance not to be regretted, as few ob- 
jects can fill us with more concern than the 
mufapplication of extraordinary abilities. 

1X, Lettersto the Hon. Mr. Fuftice Black- 
ftone, concerning bis Expofition of the A& of 
Toleration, and fome Poftions relative ta Re» 
ligiows Liberty in bis celebrated Commentaries om 
the Laws of England. By Philip Furneax, 
D. D. 8vo. 2s. Cadell. 

Dr. Furneax is one of thofe cafuifts, whe 
would make a bad argument appear refpedta~ 
ble by his politenefs, his good fenfe, and his 
moderation; with thefe qualifications, 
therefore, added to a good caufe, we muftna- 
turally expect to find hima formidable oppo- 
nent ; but in the following extraét the reader 
himfelf fhall be left to judge of his abilities. 

“< It will be found I believe, that the ob- 
fervations which I have occafionally made 
upon the character of the proteftant diflenters 
are ftrictly juft ; that their principles arecal- 
culated to render them the firm and invaria- 
ble friends ofthe civil conftitution of their 
country. You obferve, “ that in all ages and 
countries civil and ecclefaftical tyranny are 
mutually produétive of each other.” I think 
it muft beequallytrue, that religious and civil 
liberty haveareciprocal influence in produe 
cing and fupporting one another ; and accor- 
dingly the proteftant diffenters are at leaft as 
likely as any, to be warmly and fteadily-ats 
tached to beth. I cannot forbear, therefore, 
taking notice, with furprife, of a paifage in 
your chapter of Premunire, which, notwith- 
ftanding 1 have endeavoured to putthe moft 
favourable conftruétion upon it, 1 cannot re< 
concileto the fuppofition of your having any 
tolerable idea, what the principles are which 
generally 
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gencrally prevail amongft the proteftant diffen- 
ters. After a very extraordinary panegyrick 
upon the church of England, and the clergy of 
her perfuafion, of which I am not inchned, 
in the leaft, to difpute the propriety, you give 
us a ftriking contraft in thefe. remarkable 
words : “ Whereas the principles of thefe 
who differ from them, as well in one extreme 
astheother, are equally and totally deftruétive 
of thofe ties and obligations by which all fo- 
¢iety is kept together ; equally incroaching on 
thoie rights, which reafon, and the original 
contract of every free ftate in the univerfe, 
have vefted in the fovercign power; and 
equally aiming at a diflinét independent fu- 
premacy of their own, where fpiritual men 
and {piritual caufes are concerned,” 

Popith principles, undoubtedly, are one 
extreme to which yeu here allude; and, I 
think, diffenting principles, at leaft when 
they are carried to their utmoft length, mutt 
be the other. It is true, the examples, which 
you immediately produce in fupport of this 
branch of your affertion, are of fome enthu- 
fiafts both at home and abroad in the laft cen- 
tury : “ Thedreadful effcéts you fay, of fuch 
religious bigotry, when aétuated by erroneous 
principles even of the proteftant kind, are 
fufficiently evident from the hiftory of the 
anabaptiftsin Germany, the covenanters in 
Scotland, and that deluge of feétaries in Eng- 
jand, who murdered their fovereign, over- 
turned the church and monarchy, fhook every 
pillar of law, juftice, and private property, 
and moft devoutly eftablithed a kingdom of 
faints in their ftead. 

The only objection I think proper to 
make to the fentiment fuggefted in this 
round and warm paragraph, is, that it can- 
not vindicate the univeriality of your cenfure 
on the principles of thofe who, ameng pro- 
teftants, diffcr frem the church; unleis upon 
foppofition, that the principles ef all pro- 
teffant difienters ure of the fame mature and 
tendency with thofe, which, being carried 
to an extreme by the anabaptifts in Germany, 
and the fifth-monarchy-men in England, in 
the laft century, produced very extravagant 
¢onfequences. ‘This conftruction offers itfelf 
fo readily, that, if it was not your intention 
to ftigmatize the diffenters of the prefent age 
in any degree, but only fome particular en- 
thufiaits of the laft age both at ~home and 
abroad, it might furely have been expected, 
that fome exceptive or qualifying expreffions 
fhould have been inferted in their favour. 
And after what you have faid of the modern 
difienters, in your reply to Dr. Prieftiy, 1 
hope this will be done in future editions. 

Inthe mean time, as ‘I apprehend this pa- 
ragraph will be underftood to intimate, that 
the diffenters hold principles unfriendly to fo- 
ciety, and to civil government ; principles 
which, in the extreme, have produced the 
mo fatal effets, both at home and abroad 3 
in juftice tothem, (though not in oppofition 


to you, if you really do not intend this cen. 
fure for them,) I fhall offer afew remarks, i 
order tofhow, that the principles of the dif, 
fenters are entirely the state | both of popift 
principles, and of thofe enthufiaftic pring. 
ples which you mentio, and can never pro. 
duce the dreadful confequences to civil gp. 
vernment which flow from either. 

The church of Rome, indeed, afferts } 
own fupremacy over the civil power, in every 
country. And accordingly fhe demands x 
abfolute fubmiffion in all het members, fu}. 
verfive not only of the rights of a free peopl, 
but of all the obligations of fociety, and th, 
very foundations of civil policy. She clain 
an utter exemption of all ecclefiaftical perfon 
and of al! their rights and poffeffions, fron) 
the jurisdi€tion and authority of the may 
ftrate, But is there the leaft fimilarity to thi 
in' the fentiments of the proteftant diffenter 
No, certainly. Itis their opinion, I ows 
thatthe magiftrate fhould not expeét, mud 
lefs exact, obedience or fubmiffion in matte 
purely religious ; and that im things pertain. 
ing toconicieace, it is the duty of the fubjed 
to aét upon the principle of the apoftles ani 
primitive chriftians ; thatis, to * obey Ge 
rather then men.”” But then there js nothig 
in this fentiment, in the fmalleft degree, in. 
confiftent with ciwil obedience : “« render 
unto Godthething’s which are God's,” isa 
objection to “ rendering unto Czfar ih 
things which are Ciefar’s.”” The diffente 
are fo far from fetting up the fuppofed intere! 
of religion, ors as you exprefs it, * {pirit 
men,” or** fpiritual caufes,” againft law! 
magiftracy, or the peace amd good order & 
fociety, that they allow of the exemption 
none trom the authority of the civil magiftra 
holding all to be equally under his jurisdictio 
and that no plea of facred charaéter, or ofr 
ligion and confcience, is to be admitted | 
bar to his procedure, in matters of a crimin 
or merely civil nature. And as, in th: 
opinion, itis his duty to prote® all good /xbj:4 
in the profeffion of their religious princip! 
or profeffions, he ‘s to punifo all o; a4 
againft the peace of society. Now howist! 
« fetting up an independant fupremacy 
their own, where fpizitual men and {pin 
caufes are concerned ?”’ If, as they fay, 
men are to judge for themfelves, and ac* 
cordingly, in matters of faith and wouhy 
and the fa}vation of their fouls ; if, in ™ 
refpects, they are not to controul, ulurp um 
and domineer over one another, and are al! 
fame time to be a/] alike fubjed to ¢/ 
magifirate; this appears to me to be! 
from fetting up an imperium in imperio, th 
leaves noimperigm, no fupremacy, indecs, 
pewer at all, in fociety, but tbat o' 
civil magiftrate. ‘Thefe principles, ther! 
can never iffic in a diftinét Mdependant: 
premacy of thofe who profefs them, whe 
{piritual men or others. The principle: 
the papifts, indeed, direétiy lead to and 

5 
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this fupremacy: the principles of the 
© ciffenters are diametrically oppofed to it. 

And as their principles are quite of ano- 
ther nature, er genius and complexion, 
than thofe of the enthufiafts whom you have 

sentioned, I know no diffenter on the 

arth, who holds, that dominion is founded in 
Seract, and that the faints muff rule the world ; 
Mor any principles which have the leaft ten- 

deicy and afpect towards fuch a conclufion. 
On the contrary, they all to a man affert 
hat religion is fo far from vefting in its pro- 
ae fellors a title to dominion, that it 1s no exemp- 
jon from civil feciectian. It is in matter 
of confcience only, they apprehend, they are 
one acceuntabie to God; and that not foas 
» excufe thereby any criminal overt acts, in- 
onfiftent with the peace of fociety. 

X. The Youth's geographical Grammar, &e, 
By Stephen Addington. Svo. 48. Buckland. 

We recommend this article as a_ very ufe- 

] companion to the geographical ftudent ; 

nd think the public not a little indebted t 
he induftry of the author. : 

XI. AnElegiac Epiftle from John Halfar, 

who was imprefjed on bis Return from the Eaft 
ndies, toSufaanah bis Wife, infcribed to 
ieutenant Ayfcough, 


49 
Though we have not read this epiftle’ with 
much fatisfaétion, we have much compaffien, 
and heartily with it may procure the honeft 
author his enlargement from the tender, 
Were the mufes to put in commiffion for the 
admiralty, they would be aétuated by our 
fentiments, and we hope that Mr, Halfar’s at- 
tempt in their fervice, will, on this occafion, 
entitle him to the pity of his country. | 

XII, The Fables of Flora, By ‘By. Lang- 
horne, 4to. 38. Murray. 

Dr. Langhorne’s name is well known in 
the literary world, and we think there is no 
little merit in his fables ; though we can ne 
more allow that he firft enlarged this fpecies of 
writing, by the introduction of imagery or 
fentiment, than we can allow him an equal 
rank with many fabulifts, whofe works con- 
ftitute a part of every elegant library, 

XIII. A Philofophical Enquiry inte the 
Nature and Propertics of Water. Svo. 2%, 64. 
Murray. 

Dr. J. Rotheram isthe author of this phi- 
lofophical enquiry, which appears to be inge- 
nious, andis decorated with a copper-plate 
containing figures of the feveral falts for the 
better elucidation of his fyftem. 





POETICAL ESSAY S. 


PROLOGU E to the Tragedy of ALMIDA 
By Wirtram Wuuitexeap, Efq. 


Spcken by Mr. REDDISH. 


RITICKS be dumb—to-night a lady fues, 
From foft Italia’s fhores, an Englith 
mule; 

ho’ fate there binds her in a pleafing chain, 
Sends to our ftage the offspring of her brain : 
rue toher birth fhe pants for Britifh bays, 
And to her country trufts for genuine praile, 
rom inf, well sead in tragic lore, 
She treads the path her father trod before ; 
To the fame candid judges trufts her caufe, 
nd hopes the fame indulgence and applaufe, 
o Salique daw here bars the female’s claim, 
ho pleads hereditary right to fame. 
Of love and arms the fings, the mighty 
two, 
hofe powers uniting muft the world fubdue ; 
pt love and arms ! in that heroic age, 
‘hich knew no poet's, no hiftorian’s page ; 
ut warto glory torm’d th’ unletter’d mind, 
nd chivalry alone taught morals to man- 
kind ; [ {pire 
or taught in vain, the youth who dar’d a- 
othe nice honours of a lover's fire, 
bferv'd with duteous care each rigid rule, 
ch ftern command of labour’s patient fchool ; 
as carly train’d to bear the fultry beams 
f burning funs, aad winter's fics ¢“exiremes ; 
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Was brave, was temperate ; to one idol fair 
His vows he breath’d, his withes center’d 
there : 

Honour alone could gain her kind regard, 

Honour was virtue, beauty it’s reward, 

And fhall not Britith breafts, in beauty’s 
caule, 

Adopt to-night the manners which the draws ? 

Male writers we confefs are lawful prize, 

Giants and monfters that but rarely rife! 

With their enormous fpoils your triumphs 
grace, 

Attack, confound, exterminate the race ; 

But when a lady tempts the critic war, 

Be all knight’s errant, and protect the fair, « 


EPILOGUE. By Mr, Garrick, 
Spoken by Mrs. BAR es 


Female bard, far from her native land, 
A female fhould prote&t—lo! here J 


A 


/ftand, 4 . 
To claim of chivalry the ancient rites, 
And throw my gauntlet at all Critie Knights ! 
Nor only for our ayth’refs, am I come 5+ 
I rifea champion forthe fexat home! 
Will fhield you, ladies, from the fland’ring 


crew, ous 


‘And prove Greeks, Romans, all, muft yicldto » 


I've read how women, many of condition, 
Did, ere fome conqu’rer ftorm’d a towa, pe- 
tition, 


G That 
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That each might take a load upon ber 
back — fack, 

Out march'd the dames, but carry’d no ftuft 

They bore their loving hufbands pick-a- 
pack ! 

The fame domeftic zeal has each fair the, 

In full perfection at the coterie ; 

Fordon’t they bargain, when they quit their 
houfes, 

At pleafure’s call to carry too their {poufes ? 

Where, as with you, ye fair ones, fhall we fee 

That Roman virtue—Ho/pitality 

The foreign artifts can your fmiles fecure, 

If he be finger, fiddler, or frifeur. 

From our dull yawning fcenes fatigu’d you go, 

And creud to Fantocini’s puppet-fhew ; 

Each on the foreign things with rapture ftares ! 

Swoeet'dears !—they're more like flefh and 
blood than play’rs ! 

As what qwe do, you modifhly condemn, 

So now, turn’d wood and wise, we'll act like 
them, [a-new, 

Move hands and feet, nay even our tongues 

Eb bien Monfieur! comment vous portex-vous ? 

Once more I challenge all the critic knights, 

From city jokers, to the wits at White's 5 

From daily fcribblers, volunteers, or hacks, 

Up to thofe more than mortals, at Almacks ! 

Shou'd any fribdie critics dare to dem, 

Gad s-cujs—Vil throw a chicken glove at 
them : grin 

And if to fhew their teeth, they ft: wiyll 

Let’em come on—I draw my corking pin!* 

But fhould our foldiers, failors, raife our fears, 

They only can be conquer’d by your F tears, 

Your {miles may foften, but your tears can 
melt’em, [felt’em. 

The -braveft, boldeft, mightieft men have 

Ay, you may fheer, ye wits, your hearts are 
Reel, 

I {peak of mortals who can fight, and feel ! 

In peace or war, ye fair truft only thofe, 

Who love the fex, and always beat their 
foes. 

Will none accept my challenge ?—what 
difgrace, [ race, 

To all the nibbling, f{cribbling, flana’ring 

Whodare not meet a woman face to face ! 

The auth’refs and our fex have gain’d their 
caufe ! [plaufe. 

Complete their triumph, give’em your ap- 


RETIREMENT. 


HOU {weet compofer of tumultuous 
firife ! 
Hore filgnt fhades difpel the clouds of life, 
Infpire my foul with reverential fear, 


Of him whofe cye pervades me ev'ry where: 

Tho’ faje from human fight | am conceai’d 

Tohim my inmoft thoughts ftand all reveal’d, 

Make me.forgetfu) of each vain purivit, 

And keep, far from me, all that can pollute; 

Collect, my {cagter’d shoughts, my views re- 
~~ : 


~~ Aadilet my break c*erflow with love divine : 
* Stands in a pofture of defence, 
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Teach me each precious minute to improve, 
And make me worthy of my Saviour’s love 
Then J'j) not fear that cruel tyrant death, 
But with due refignation yieid my breath. 
SoLut 
If the following Tranflation of Scatron' 
Epjgram in the London Magazine for /aj 
Month fhould be thought worth Notic 
jour inferting it will oblige 
Your confiant Reader T.L, 
Cenfeffor I met t’other day very jolly, 
A Who obferv’d, when a man has coms 
mitted a folly, 
By fubmitting all faith he flies quickly to m, 


When, confeffing his guilt, I can foon & 


him free ; [ done 
But unfortunate me, when a crime | hay 
Confolation’s deny’d me by every one ; 
In which cafe I muft, if from grief I efcap 
Take corsfort myfelf, in the juice of th 


grape. 
Imitation of Shenftone’s Paftorals. 


H O° Summer exerts her fweet pow’, 
Tho’ rofes and jeffamines bloom, 

Tho’ the eglantines twine reund my bow’, 

And fpread all my fields with perfume, 
No joy can thefe profpeéts impart, 

When Phillida the is not nigh ; 
Like a turtle then droops my fond heart, 

When depriv’d of its mate and its joy. 
When winter howl’ thro® the dark ikies, 

And the fun fcarce illumines the day, 
When the ftorms and the tempetts arile, 

And the thrush fits alone on the fprav, 
Then if Phillida grace my low cot, 

How charming the profpects appear ! 
The cold of the feaion’s forgot, 

And it feens but the {pring of the yeare 
Thro’ the fields and the meadows fo gay, 

How oft do we careleSly roam, 
Or paft the foft riv'lets do ftray, 

Nor think of ourdiftance from home ; 
The turtle that cooes for its mate, 

The Jambkins that play inthe grove, 
New pleafure thefe objeéts create, 

And fupply us with topics of love, 


But hark ! the hoarfe tempefts arife, 
The torrents impetuous deicend, 
Black clouds fweep along the dark fkics, 
» And we fpyno kind refuge at hand ; 
Even {> when our youth is no more, 
And our juvenile fun-fhine is paft, 
*Tis then the cay fcenes are all o'er, 
And we thiver before the bleak bla‘. 
But love fhall arcfuge fupply, 
When youth, wit and beauty, fhall fads 
Tis love which fhall eafe the deep figh, | 
And condugt our old fteps thro’ the <i 
And.when we reiign our lait breath, 
*Tis love fhail his fuccours impart 
Shall blunt the keen arrow of death, 
And raife with foft comfoft the heart. 
Leverpeole, Dec. 19. 3768. 


J To the ladies in the boxes. 
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ODEfer the NE W YEAR, 


GAIN returns the circl’iag year, 

A Again the feftal day, 

’ Which ufhers in it’s bright career, 
Demands the votive lay: 

Again the oft accuftom’d mufe 

Her tributary tafk purfues, — 

Strikes the preluding lyre again, — 

ind calls th’harmonious band to animate her 

ftrain. 


Britain is the glowing theme, 
To Britain facred be the fong : 
Whiate’er the fages lov'd+to dream 
Lycean fhades among, 
When raptur'd views their bofoms warm’d 
Of perfect ftates by fancy form’d) 
United here and realis’d we fee, 
Thrones, independence, laws, and liberty ! 
The triple cord, which bis.ds them faft, 
Like the golden chain of jove 
Combining all below with ail ahove, 
Shall bid the facred union laft. 


What tho” jars inteftine rife, 
And difcorc feems awhile to reign, 
Britain’s fons are brave, are wife, 
he ftorm fubfides, and theyembrace again. 
The mafter fprings, which rule the land, 
Guided by a fkilful hand, 
Loofening Mow, and now reftraining, 
Yielding fOmething, fomething gaining, 
Preferve inviOlate the public fame, 
tho’ the feafons change, the year is fill 
the fame, 


O fhould Britain’s foes prefume, 
Trufting fomedelufive fcene 
Of tranfient feuds that rage at home, 
And feem to fhake the nice machine, 
Should they dare to lift the fword, 
Or bid their hoftile thunders roar, 
Soon their pride would mirth afford, 
And break like billows on-her fhore; 
Soon would find her vengeance wake, 
Weep in blood the dire miftake, 
nd ‘gainft their wild attempis united fee 
hrones, independence, laws and liberty ! 
HE Fataw Sispgrs. Aw Ong. 
the celebrated Author of an Elegy in a 
. Country Church-Yard. 
O W the fiorm begins to lower, . 
(Hite, the loom of heil prepares), 
on-fleet of arrowy fhower, ; 
artles in the datken d air, 
fing lances ore the loom, 
re the dufky warp we ftrain, 


te ~The Vaikyriur qwere female divinities, 
ocy. Their nume Signifies chufers of ‘the flaiz. 
trawn fword: in their bands; and in the 
ugater, and condafted- them to Vatkaila, the ba 


e they atteded the banquet, ard ferved the departed ber 


Sharp fcet of arrowy fhower—— 
be noife of battle hurtled in the air, 


Weaving many a foldier’s doom, 
Orkney’s woe, and Randver’s bane. 
See the griefly texture grow, 

("Tis of human entrails made,) 
And the weights that play below, 
Each a gafping, warriour’s head, 
Shafts for dhuttles, dipt in gore, 
Shoot the trembling cords along. 
Sword, that once a monarch bore, 
Keep the tiffue clofe and ftrong, 
Mifta black, terrific maid, 
Samgrida, and Hilda fee, 

Join the wayward work to aid: 

Tis the woof of victory. 

Ere the ruddy fun be fet, 

Pikes muft fhiver, javelins fing, 
Blade with clattering buckler meet, 
Hauberk crafh, and helmet ring. 
(Weave the crimfon web of war) 
Let us go, and let us fly, 

Where our friends the confliét thare, 
Where they triumph, where they die. 
As the paths of fate we tread, 
Wading thro’ th” enfanguin’d field: 
Gondula, and Geira, {pread 

O’er the youthful king your fhield. 
We the reigns to flaughter give, 
Ours to kill, and ours to, fyare: 
Spite of danger he fhall live. 
(Weave the crimfon web of war.) 
They, whom once the defart-beach 
Pent within its bleak domain, 

Soon their ample fway hall ftretch 
O’er the plenty of the plain. 

Low the dauntlefs earl 1s laid, 
Gor’d with many a gaping wounds 
Fate demands a nobier head; 

Soon a king fhail bite the ground. 
Long his lofs fhall Eirin weep, 
Ne’er again his likenefs {ee ; 

Long her ftrains in forrow fteep, 
Strains of immortality ! 

Horror covers all the heath, 

Clouds of carnage blot the fun. 
Sifters, weave the web of death; 
Sifters, cezfe, the work is done. 
Hail the tafk, and hail the hands! 
Songs of joy and triumph fing! 
Joy to the victorious bands: 
Triumph to the younger king. 
Mortal, thou that hear’ft the tale, 
Learn the tenour of our fong. 
Scotland, thro” each winding vale 
Far and wide the notes prolong. 
Sifters; hence with fpurs of {peed : 
Each her thundering faulchion wicld ; 
Each beftride her fable feed. 
Hurry, hurry to the field. 


cy were mounted on [wift 


st 


¢ 
fervant: of Odin (or Woden) in the Gothic 


borfes , 


throng g baitle feleGted fuch as were d:fi:néd 
o 


Miltem Par. Regained, 
Shadkelp. Ful, Cejcr. 
G2 ’ : 


Odin, or paradife of the brave; 
oes with borns of mead and ales 
quigh they whee!'d; and flying, behind them fhot F 
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Tuurspay, Dec, 27. 


be ol Charles Knowles, lately 


* appointed chief prefident of 
5 


the admiralty to the emprefs of 
a * | 


t Ruffia, fet out with his family 
for Peterfburgh, by the way 
of Calais, to take on him that 

office. 

This night there was a very hot prefs on 
the river Thames; they paid no regard to pro- 
tections, but ftripped every veffel of all their 
hands that were ufeful. They boarded the 
Gliatton Eaft+Indiaman; but they made a 
ftout defence, got on fhore, and came into 
London about twelve o’clock, It is computed 
that on the river, and on fhore, they took 
upwards of 700, 

SUNDAY, 30. 

This day arrived in town from Bofton in 
New-England Capt. Prefton, who was tried 
there lately on account of fome lives being 
loft in a riot between the town and the fol- 
diery, but was honourably acquitted, 

: Friday, 1a”; 4 1771. 

The Right Hom. the Lord Mayor maile a 
mof ufeful regulation upon the corn-market 
in Mark-lane. The meal-weighers, by 
order of his lordthip, took an exa&t account 
of the quantities of wheat bought, the dif- 
ferent prices given, anid the purchafers names. 
This regifter was ftuck up in the moft con- 
{picuous part of the market, to the great 
pleafure of the publick, but great mortifica- 
tion of the wheat buyers, millers, faétors, 
&e. who wete fo incenfed, that they abufed 
and infulted the officer, obliterated their 
names, and even attempted to tear down the 
regifter. It is hoped that his lordthip will 
perfevere in this excellent plan, as it will be 
the means of preventing collufions, and of 
difcovering the ingroffers of this article, which 
is juftly termed the ftaff of life. 

WEDNESDAY, 9. 

Yefterday the Devonfhire, Capt. Watts, cone 
tinued lying on the fterlings of London-bridge. 
This fhip, which arrived lately from Malaga, 
having lain at Frefh wharf a longer time than 
ufual, in confequence of her hands having 
been prefied, and the Captain not being able 
te get her unloaded, the was wilfully cut 
away at high-water, and foon after dathed 
againft the fterlings of the bridge, by which 
her fide’ were beat in, her head, rudder, and 
bowfprit, broke to pieces, and 30 cafks of 
wine, with feveral valuable commodities, 
which maf part of her cargo, fo much da- 
maged, as to be of little or no valve. 

4 FRIDAY, 11. . 

The earl of Sandwich kiffed his mtajefty’s 

ond at St. James’s on being appointed (for 





che thig time) ‘firft lord of the Admiralty, ia. 


Jan, 








the room of Sir Edward Hawke, who ha 
refigned, 

Notwithftanding the vg fhort time the 
earl of Sandwich has been fecretary of ftate, 
it is faid his lordfhip is intitled to a quarter's 
falary, and a complete fervice of plate, both 
equal in value to 4500l. 

Extra& of a letter from Canterbury, Jan. 10, 

*¢ About eleven o'clock laft night I difco. 
vered a comet; its place in the heavens at 
that time was 20 degrees from Procyon, 11 
degrees 30 minutes from Cor Hydrz, and 13 
degrees 15 minutes from the planet Saturn; 
nearly on the equator, It appeared faint, 
Owing probably to its great diftance from us at 
prefent; yet the nucleus feemed very difting, 
jurrounded with a confiderable coma, which 
extending towards the South Eaft, formed: 
tail of five or fix degrees apparent length: A 
right line drawn from the nucleus, in the 
fame direction as the tail, would pails two o 
three. degrees to the Eaftward of Procyon, 
This comet now rifes at a quarter after feven 
in the evening, and {ets about the fame hour 
in the morning, and probably in a few days 
will be much more confpicuous.” 

MonpDayY,y 14. 

This night the Royal Academy met at their 
new apartments in Somerfet houfe, for the 
firfttime. It is faid to be the moft fuperb of 
any academy in the world, and the beft ftocked 
with cafts after the antique, Sir Joshua 
Reynolds took the le€turer’s chair, for a few 
minutes, to expatiate on the indulgence his 
majefty has fhewn to the arts by conferring 
on them fuch honour, in prefenting the Aca 
demy with apartments in a royal palace: after- 
wards Mr. Sanby, profeffor of architecture, 
read his leéture. There were prefent with 
the Academy, the duke of Cumberland, an¢ 
feveral of the nobility, gentry, é&c. 

The Thames was froze quite acrofs nea! 
Richmond and Hammerfmi 

TUESDAY, 15. 

At a court of common council held thi 
day at Guildhall, the bounty to feaman wi 
ordred to be continued for a month longer. 

It was moved and: agreed to that tht 
thanks of this court be given to the Right 
Hon, the Lord Mayor, and fuch of the alder: 
men who have refufed to back prefs wi” 
rants inthis city, or have difcharged prefied 
men, 

Mr. Alderman Wilkes gave notice, th# 
as foon as the prefent hurry of bufine/s w# 
ever, he thould humbly move that court © 
take into confideration the reftoring to the 
feveral wards of this city their antient right 
of annually eleéting. their own aldermet 

Wepwnespa ¥,> 16. 


|» The committee appoiatad to give direstion 
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the ftatue of the Right Hon. William 
reckferd, late Lord Mayor, decealed, met 

+ Guildhall for that purpofe, when four 
nodels were, produced, and the committee 
roceeded to eleét, by ballot, the perfon to 
ecute the defign; on the clofe of the bal- 
there appeared to be eight for the model 
hibited by Mr. ey Moore, and four for 
hat produced by Mr. Agoftin Carlini, (the 
symber of the committee prefent being 
welve), on which the election was declared 
» be fallen on cae be Moore, — 

The laft advices from India having brought 
9 account of the Aurora, which failed tor 
yt fettiements there with the three fupervi- 
Mr. Vanfittart, Mr. Scrafton, and Col. 
ord, on board, there now unhappily remains 
“90 manner of doubt but that the is loft. 

THURSDAY, 17. 

His majefty’s thip Orford, of 74 guns, was 
iocked at Chatham in order to have the 
fheathing on her bottom filled; which large 
urface, of 14,000 fuperficial feet, was filled 
ith nails in one night’s time. Neat 16 tons 
of nails were drove inthe fame: the thip- 
srights, notwithftanding the feverity of the 
rather, behaved with the greateft fpirit and 

rity on the occafion; and the fhip went 
ut of dock again this day. Such an extra- 
ordinary work, in fo few hours, was never 
performed in the memory of man.” 

Frripay, 138. 

Being the day appointed for celebrating her 
majefty’s birth-day, the court at St. James’s 
was very brilliant ; the ladies in general were 
elecantly dreffed 5; and it may be juftly faid, 
the manufattory of Spitalfields is now equal, 
if not fuperior, to that of Lyons, 

As the ringers belonging to the abbey were 
tiving a pealin honour of the day, the irea- 
work round. the -neck of the-tenor fuddenly 
gave, and the bell, weighing above 4o cwt. 
was thrown out of the frame, very fortunately 
supon a ftrong beam under it, by which the 
lives of many who were in the belfry were 
fved, and material damage to the church 


prevented, 

: TUESDAY, 22. 

The earl of Ruchford, fecretary of ftate 
for the fouthern department, fent a letter 
tothe lord mayor of this city, of which the 

ing is an exact copy : 

My lord, St. James’s, Jan, 22, 1771. 
UL TAKE the earlieft opportunity of in- 

your lordfhip that the Spanifh am- 
this day, at two o'clock, figned 
ion relative to the expedition againft 
Tort: Egmont in Falkland Ifland, which his 
» Be Melly has been pleafed to accept. 
¢ Lam, my lord, 
a Your ip’s moft obedient 


Bumble Servant, 
Loni Mayor. Rocurorn. 
4ae Hon. 
Pointed Lerd 


The 
Apfley,: 
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Chancellor, and created Baron 
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Mr. Juftice Bathurft was ap- 
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The earl of Suffolk, Lord Keeper of the 
Privy Seal. 

The earl ef Halifax, Secretary of State, 
in the room of the earl of Sandwich. 

Mr. De Grey, Lord Chief Juftice of the. 
Common Pleas in the room of Lord Chief 
Jaftice Willmot who retires upon a penfion 
of 2000). per annum. 

Mr. Thurloe, Attorney General in the 
room of Mr. De Grey. 

Mr. Wedderburn, to be Solicitor General 
in the room of Mr, Thurloe, 

‘Phe Hon. Mr. Naflau, Matter of the 
Houfhold, in the room of Mr. Thynne. 

At a court of common-couacil held at 
Guildhall, the report of the committee for 
making a navigable canal from Monkey 
Ifand to Ifleworth was approved, and a peti- 
tion to parliament, founded on the faid re- 
port, was prepared, agreetl to, and ordered, 
in the ufual form, to be prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons, and to be profecuted by 
the faid committee. 

A motion was made that the committee 
appointed by this court the sth of July, 
1770, to employ fit and proper perfons to 
erect in the Guildhall of this city the ftatue 
of the Right Hon. William Beckford, late 
lord mayor, deceafed, be empowered to draw 
on the chamber for the further fem of five 
hundred pounds for that purpofe, and agreed 
to. 

WEDNESDAY, 23 

The committee for giving a bounty te fea- 
men met at Guildhall, the lord mayor in the 
chair, who acquainted them with the receipt 
of a letter from Lord Rochford, relating to a 
declaration on the part of his Catholic Ma- 
jetty, publithed in yefterday’s papers. 

‘On which it was refolved to fufpend the 
bounty to, and entry of feamen, until the 
further orders of the committee. 

A general @ourt of proprietors of the Eaft- 
India company was held this day at the Eaft- 
India-Heufe, to confider of an increafe of 
the falaries of the direétors, which now 
ftand as they were eftablithed foon after the 
revolution, when a motion was made by Pe- 
regrine Cuft, Efq; and feconded by Sir James 
Hodges, that the faid falaries be doubled, 
and an alteration made in the 27th bye-law 
accordingly, The queftion was very ably 

fpoke to by the gentlemen who moved and 
feconded it, fupported with great force of 
argument by Sir George Colebrooke, and fe- 
veral others, and as judicioufly oppofed, and 
with much elequence, by Mr. Dempfter, 
Mr. Creighton, and others, and after a jong 
debate, conducted with candour and order, 
the previous queftion was put and feconded. 
‘The appearance of hands was in favour of 
the previous queftion againft the main quef- 
tion; upon which a divifion was demanded « 
Sir James Hodges and Mr. Brittal were tel- 
lers for the main queition being put, Mr. 

Dempfter and Genel Smith a ey 
when 
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Tuursnay, Dec. 27. 


be He Charles Knowles, lately 


appointed chief prefident of 
x S the admiralty to the emprefs of 


t Ruffia, fet out with his family 
for Peterfburgh, by the way 
of Czlais, to take on him that 

office. 

This night there was a very hot prefs on 
the river Thames; they paid no regard to pro- 
teétions, but ftripped every veffel of all their 
hands that were ufeful. They boarded the 
Glatton Eaft-Indiaman; but they made a 
ftout defence, got on fhore, and came into 
London about twelve o’clock. It is computed 
that on the river, and on fhore, they took 
upwards of 700. 

' SUNDAY, 30. 

This day arrived in town from Bofton in 
New-England Capt. Prefton, who was tried 
there lately on account of fome lives being 
loft in a riot between the town and the fol- 
diery, but was honourably acquitted, 
Friday, Jar. 4» 1771. 

The Right Hom. the Lord Mayor mate a 
moft ufeful regulation upon the corn-market 
in Mark-lane. The meal-weighers, by 
order of his lordfhip, took an exa& account 
of the quantities of wheat bought, the dif- 
ferent prices given, atid the purchafers names. 
This regifter was ftuck up in the moft con- 
fpicuous part of the market, to the great 
pleafure of the publick, but great mortifica- 
tion of the wheat buyers, millers, faétors, 
&c. who were fo incenfed, that they abufed 
and infulted the officer, obliterated their 
names, and even attempted to tear down the 
regifter. It is hoped that his lordthip will 
perfevere in this excellent plan, as it will be 
the means of preventing collufions, and of 
difcovering the ingroffers of this article, which 
is juftly termed the ftaff of life. 

WEDNESDAY, 9. 

Yefterday the Devonthire, Capt. Watts, cone 
tinued lying on the fterlings of London-bridge. 
‘This thip, which arrived lately from Malaga, 
having lain at Frefh wharf a longer time than 
ufual, in confequence of her hands having 
been preffed, and the Captain not being able 
te get her unloaded, the was wilfully cut 
away at high-water, and foon after dathed 
againft the fterlings of the bridge, by which 


her fides were beat in, her head, rudder, and 


bowfprit, broke to pieces, and 30 cafks of 
wine, with feveral valuable’ commodities, 
which ma® part of her cargo, fe much da- 
maged, as to be of little or no value. 
e. FRIDAY, 11. \ 

The earl of Sandwich kiffed his mtajefty’s 
end at St. James's on being appointed (for 
che thig# time) ‘firft lord of the Admiralty, ia 


the room of Sir Edward Hawke, who ha 
refigned. 

Notwithftanding the very fhort time the 
earl ot Sandwich has been fecretary of ftate, 
it is faid his lordfhip is intitled to a quarter's 
falary, and a complete fervice of plate, both 
equal in value to 4500l. 

Extra& of a letter from Canterbury, Jan. to, 

‘¢ About eleven o'clock laft night I difco. 
vered a comet; its place in the heavens x 
that time was 20 degrees from Procyon, 11 
degrees 30 minutes from Cor Hydrz, and 3} 
degrees 15 minutes from the planet Saturn; 
nearly on the equator, It appeared faint, 
Owing probably to its great diftance from us x 
prefent; yet the nucleus feemed very diftind, 
jurrounded with a confiderable coma, which 
extending towards the South Eaft, formed; 
tail of five or fix degrees apparent length: A 
right line drawn from the nucleus, in thi 
fame direction as the tail, would pais two ¢ 
three. degrees to the Eaftward of Procyon, 
This comet now rifes at a quarter after feve: 
in the evening, and {ets about the fame how 
in the morning, and probably in a few day 
will be much more confpicuous,” 

MonbDay, 14. 

This night the Royal Academy met at the? 
new apartments in Somerfet houfe, for tk 
firfitime. It is faid to be the moft fuperb« 
any academy in the world, and the beft ftocks 
with cafts after the antique, Sir Jofh. 
Reynolds took the leéturer’s chair, for af 
minutes, to expatiate’on the indulgence hy 
majefty has fhewn to the arts by conferri 
on them fuch honour, in prefenting the Ac 
demy with apartments in a royal palace: afte 
wards Mr. Sanby, profeffor of architectur 
read his leéture. There were prefent wi 
the Academy, the duke of Cumberland, 4 
feveral of the nobility, gentry, &c. 

The Thames was froze quite acrofs of 
Richmond and Hammerfmith. 

TVESDAY, 35. | 

At a court ef common council held & 
day at Guildhall, the bounty to feaman 
ordred to be continued for a month longer. 

It was moved and- to that! 
thanks of this court be given to the Ri 
Hon. the Lord Mayor, and fuch of the alé 
men who have refufed to back prefs “ 
rants inthis city, or have difeharged pr 
men. 

Mr. Alderman Wilkes notice, © 
as foon as the prefent hurry of bufinels' 
ever, he fhould humbly move that cout 
take into confideration the reftoring ©' 
feveral wards of this city their antient 
of annually electing. their own alderme® 

Weonespar, 16. | 

_ The committee appointed togive arc 





; 
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3 


' 


| 





77%. 7 
the ftatue of the Right Hon. William 
ckferd, late Lord Mayor, deceafed, met 
Guildhall for that purpofe, when four 
odels were, produced, and the committee 
nceeded to eleét, by ballot, the perfon to 
ecute the defign; on the clofe of the bal- 
there appeared to be eight for the medel 
hibited by Mr. John Moore, and four for 
produced by Mr. Ageoftin Carlini, (the 
»mber of the committee prefent being 
ve), on which the eleétion was declared 
be fallen on cea 8 Moore, 

The laft advices from India having brought 

account of the Aurora, which failed for 

t fettlements there with the three fupervi- 
Mr. Vanfittart, Mr. Scrafton, and Col. 

yd, on board, there now unhappily remains 
manner of doubt but that the is loft. 
THURSDAY, 17. 

His majefty’s thip Orford, of 74 guns, was 

-ked at Chatham in order to have the 
thing on her bottom filled; which large 
ce, of 14,000 fuperficial feet, was filled 
h nails in one night’s time. Near 16 tons 
nails were drove inthe fame: the thip- 

ights, notwithftanding the feverity of the 
ther, behaved with the greateft fpirit and 
trity on the occafion; and the fhip went 
of dock again this day. Such an extra- 

inary work, in fo few hours, was never 
otmed in the memory of man.” 
Fripay, 138. 

Being the day appointed for celebrating her 

jefty’s birth-day, the court at St. James's 
very brilliant ; the ladies in general were 

cantly dreffed ; and it may be juftly faid, 
manufattory of Spitalfields is now equal, 
not fuperior, to that of Lyons, 

s the ringers belonging to the abbey were 
ing 2 pealin honour of the day, the ires- 
tk round. the -neck of the-tenor fuddenly 

me, and the bell, weighing above go cwt. 
thrown out of the frame, very fortunately 
bn a ftrong beam under it, by which the 
ts ef many who were in the belfry were 
td, and material damage to the church 
ented, 
TUESDAY, 22. 

The earl of Ruchford, fecretary of ftate 
the fouthern department, fent a letter 
he lord mayor of this city, of which the 

ing is an exact copy : 

My lord, St. James’s, Jan, 22, 1771. 
TAKE the earlieft opportunity of in- 
ming your lordfhip that the Spanifh am- 
ador hath this day, at two o'clock, figned 
claration relative to the expedition againft 
t Egmont in Falkland Iffand, which his 

y has been pleafed to accept. 

. Iam, my lord, 

ip’s moft obedient 
Humble Servant, 
ROCHFORD. 


Your 


Hon. Mr. Juftice Bathurft was ap- 


. Lerd Chancellor, and created Baron 
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The carl of Suffolk, Lord Keeper of the 
Privy Seal. 

The earl ef Halifax, Secretary of State, 
in the room of the earl of Sandwich. 

Mr. De Grey, Lord Chief Juftice of the. 
Common Pleas in the room of Lord Chief 


Juftice Willmot who retires upon a penfion 
of 2000]. per annum. 


Mr. Thurloe, Att 
room of Mr. De Grey. 

Mr. Wedderburn, to be Solicitor General 
in the room of Mr. Thurloe, 

‘Bhe Hon. Mr. Naflau, Matter of the 
Houfhold, in the room of Mr. Thynne. 

At a court of common-couaci! held at 
Guildhall, the report of the committee for 
making a navigable canal from Monkey 
Ifland to Ifeworth was approved, and a peti- 
tion to parliament, founded on the faid re- 
port, was prepared, agreetl to, and ordered, 
in the ufual form, to be prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons, and to be profecuted by 
the faid committee. 

A motion was made that the committee 
appointed by this court the sth of July, 
1770, to employ fit and proper perfons to 
erect in the Guildhall of this city the ftatue 
of the Right Hon. William Beckford, late 
lord mayor, deceafed, be empowered to draw 
on the chamber for the further fem of five 


hundred pounds for that purpofe, and agreed 
to. 


General in the 


WEDNESDAY, 23. 

The committee for giving a bounty te fea- 
men met at Guildhall, the lord mayor in the 
chair, who acquainted them with the receipt 
of a letter from Lord Rochford, relating to a 
declaration on the part of his Catholic Ma- 
jef&y, publithed in yefterday’s papers. 

On which it was refolved to fufpend the 
bounty to, and entry of feamen, until the 
further orders of the committee. 

A general eourt of proprietors of the Eaft- 
India company was held this day at the Eaft- 
India-Heufe, to confider of an increafe of 
the falaries of the direétors, which now 
ftand as they were eftablished foon after the 
revolution, when a motion was made by Pe- 
regrine Cuft, Efq; and feconded by Sir James 
Hodges, that the faid falaries be doubled, 
and an alteration made in the 27th bye-law 
accordingly. The queftion was very ably 
fpoke to by the gentlemen who moved and 
feconded it, fupported with great force of 
argument by Sir George Colebrooke, and fe- 
veral others, and as judicioufly oppofed, and 
with much elequence, by Mr. Dempfter, 
Mr. Creighton, and others, and after a jong 
debate, conducted with candour and order, 
the previous queftion was put and feconded. 
‘The appearance of hands was in favour of 
the previous queftion againft the main quei- 
tion ; upon which a divifion was demanded : 
Sir James Hodges and Mr. Brittal were tel- 
lers for the main queftion being put, Mr. 

Dempfter and Genel Smith on 
when 
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when there appeared to be 100 againft it, 65 
for it, and a declaration made accordingly 
that it was carried againft it; and a motion 


was immediately made for the court's ad-. 


journment. 
SCOTLAND. 

Holyrood-houfe, Jan. 4. :The miniftry, 
ever fince the union of the two kingdoms, 
have had great influence on the eleétion of 
the fixteen peers for Scotland; in fo much 
that the peers on the court-lift have been 
chofen on every oceafion, though fometimes 
by a very {mall majority: but then, till of 
late, that affair was managed by fome great 
men of their own number, who were well 
acquainted with the inclinations, pretenfions, 
and merits of all the peers, Of late, how- 
ever, the body of peers have not feemed 
worthy of fo much management. Circular 
Tetters have been fent to them on every va- 
cancy, recommending particular men, which, 
in fact, amounted.to a nomination by the 
mniniftry. 
. At the laf. general election, Lord Irvine, 
though without any connexion with Scotland, 
or any cfate in that. country, which before 
the union was a neceffary qualification by law 
to being a lord of parliament, was by the re- 
commendation of- the miniftry clected: one 
of the fixteea peers. Om the la* vacancy, 
by the death of the duke of Argyll, the earl 
ef Dyfart, a peer of Scotland, but in the 
fame circumftances with Lord Irvine, was ree 
commended to the choice of the peers by a 
circular letter from Lord North. Upon this, 
mony of the moft independent peers took 
the alarm; and they refolved to oppofe this 
nomination of the miniftry. Their zeal, 
on this oecafion, was increafed by an appre- 


benfeou that three or four other lords, exactly ° 


in the fame circumftances with Lord Irvine 
and Lord Dylart, would foon be impoted on 
them by the fame powerful influence. 

With thefe views they fixed on a noble 
eas. of an ancient family and independent 
fortune, who had often reprefented them in 
parliament betere, and for go other reafon 
but becaufe he was fit and willing, and on 
the ipot, they made him their candidate. 
The miniitry very wifely dropt the carl of 
Dyfart; and it would-ftill have been a greater 
proof of their wifdom, if they had left the 
peers entirely to their own choice: But th 
fet up the carl of Stair, againft whom there 
lay no objection, and they fecomded his pre- 
venfion by a fresh circular letter from the 
earh of Sandwich, jwit then made fecretary of 
fate. . 

The lows in oppofition to the nomination 
of the minifter took this worfe than they had 
done the firft letter: they confidered it as an 
open infult on the whole peerage, and a par- 
Ucwlar ativont to them who had informed the 
miinittry of their refolution to vote for. Bre- 
Salbane, 

Oa Wednefday the gd of Jan. came on at 
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the palace of Holyrood-houfe, Edinburg), 
the election of one of the fixteen parliz- 
mentary peers for Scotland, in the room ¢ 
the late duke of Argyle, when the followin, 
noblemen gave their votes ; 

For the earl of Bredalbane. Prefen, 
Duke of Buccleugh, Marq. of Tweedal; 
Earls of Crawford,; Buchan, Glencair, 
Eglinton, Moray, Home, Kelly, Hadding 
ton, Elgin, Selkirk, Aboyne, Bredalban. 
Hyndford. Lords Elphinfton and Elibank, 
Signed lift. Earl of Hopeton. sel 
- For the Earl of Stair. Prefent, Earl ¢ 
Dalhoufic, Earl of Leven, has a penfio, 
Earl of Northefk, an admiral, and his aif 
has a penfion. Eatls of. Dundonald, Sti 
Rofeberry. Earl of .Glafgow, commiffion 
of the general aflembly, and has: a- penfio; 
Lord Borthwick, has a penfion. Lord Lip. 
dores, acapt, Of marines, and has a penficy, 
Lord Colvil, of Culrois, has a place. . 
Napier, a commiffioner of police. 

Signed lift. _Duke‘of Athol. » Earl of i 
rol, a commiffioner of pohice. Earl of Roth 
has a penfion. Earls of Caffills, Aberco 
Earl ot Lauderdale, a commiffioner of polic 
Earlof Loudoun, Col. ofthe gd. reg. 
guards, and governor of Edinburgh cat 
Earl ot Dumfries, has a comp. in the guark 
Earl of March, vice admital of Scotland, 
lord of the bed-chambers Earl of Marchme 
keeper of the great feal of Scotland, Earls 
Portmore, Delorain. -- Lord Forbes, depuy 
governor of Fort Auguftus, -Lord Banff, } 
apeniion, Lord Rollo, has.a-penfion. Lu 
Newark, has a penfien, , 

For the earlof Dyfart. figned lift, Duke: 
Gordon, Lord Salton. 

For the.Earl of Staire - - 
Earl of Bredalbane - 
Earl of Dyfast - - 
M;j. for E. Stair - - 9 
Proteits were taken againft fome of t 


- figned lifts as illegal, the name of the pe 


voted for being filled upin‘a different hi 
from the reft of the writing ; particularly 
noblem.n offered to prove, that the name 
one of the lifts, which came from a remé 
part of the country, was only filled up ' 
the day of elcétion.—After ‘the ear] of Si 
was declared to be eleéted, theear! of 5 
kirk entered a proteft, (which was next< 
given to the clerks in writing) to which 2 
of the noblemen who voted for the cal 
Bredalbane adhered, a copy of which pr 
18 annexed, 
Edinburghy Jan. 2, 17 
I Dungar, eat] of Selkirk, do pr 
againft the earl of Stair’s being returned ® 
ef the fixteen peers for Scotland ; becauit® 
minifters of ftate have, contrary to the nf 
of the conftitution, ufed undue infve 
relative to this ele&tion, by writing 
letters to the Scotch pters in fupport o 
earl of Stair ; fending thefe letters from" 
fect 





fecretary of  ftate’s office to Edinburgh, 
thence tranfmitted to all parts of Scotland 
by exprefles ; thereby attempting to sntimi- 
jate all who have dependence on the favours 
of adminiftration, from giving their votes in 
nat unbiafled manner which is effential to 
eexiftence of liberty, and our free confti- 
ution. For although thefe letters may be 
ouched in terms apparently inoffenfive, and 
afive of their real and effential meaning, 
vet there is no man of common fenfe but 
nderftands the intention ; and therefore, I 
ink, it is the duty of thofe, who with for 
he prefervation of the independence of the 
cotch peers, to oppofe all fuch illegal and 
nconftitutional attempts. And although 
he peers, who have voted for the earl of 
tair may have ftri€tly followed their own 
clinations and opinions, upon this occafion, 
sinft none of whom, nor againft the earl of 
ir; is there any perfonal afperfion what- 
er hereby intended’; yet I do proteft for 
yfelf, and for thofe who fhall adhere to this 
oteft, that the election in his favour is 
ndered void and null, and therefore that 
eearl of Bredalbane is duly ele¢ted our 
prefentative, and ought to be returned ac- 
rdingly. 

(Signed) SELKIRK. 
thered to by—Buccleugh, Tweedale, Had- 
gton, Moray, Glencairn, Buchan, Eg- 
tton, Elgin, Aboyne, Hyndford, Elphin- 
n, and Elibank. 





MARRIAGES. 
+ 27° R. Bundikin, wholefale lin- 
M nen-draper, to Mifs Gamon 
29. Richard Hewett, Efq; to Mifs Mary 
bes—30. Capt. Perry, who ferved under 
iral Vernon at the fiege of Carthagena, 
rs. Joyce Vernon—John Upton, Efq; to 
{fs Elizabeth Longmore. 
an. 2. Samuel Gibbons, Efq; to Mifs 
gabeth Hall —- Captain Jacques, of the foote 
ds, to Mifs Amelia Cummings, 





QREIGN AFFAIRS, 


HOLLAND. 
AGU E, Dec. 21. On Wednefday 
lat, being the day appointed for chrif- 
ng the new-born daughter of their ferene 
byal highneflés the prince and princefs of 
ge, that ceremony was performed with 
Peateft folemnity, in the great church of 
town. The young princefs was named 
ica, Louifa, Wilhelmina ; and had the 
irto have the king of Great-Britain, the 
of Prufiia, and their high mightinefies, 
ther fponfors. The prince of Orange 
“ined the ftates general, &c. in a {plendid 


T at dinner, after the ceremony was 
at the palace called the old court, which 


“sry 


uinated in the evening, but the town 
My ashis ferene highnefs, upon ac- 


AFFATIRS. 55 


count of the dearnefs of provifions, had figni~ 
fied his withes to the ftates, that the inhabi« 
tants might be excufed from fuch expenfive 
demonftrations of their affection ; exprefiing 
his defire that the public joy, upon this event, 
might rather be teftified by marks of liberality 
towards the poor ; the colleétions for whom 
in the churches have been very confiderable 
upon this occafion. 

Yefterday, and this day, deputations from 
the ftates-general, and the different provinces 
and towns, have had the honourto wait upon 
the princefs of Orange, and accompanied 
their compliments of congratulation, with 
the free gifts of their conftituents, to the 
new-born.princefs ; which amount to upwards 
of 35,000 florins yearly for her life. 

Hague, Jan. 18. The province of Fife. 
land has juft fuffered a heavy lofs by tie burn- 
ing of its admiralty at Harlington, with the 
ftores, archieves, and every thing belonging 
to it, 

Pe A RCS Bi 

The letters from France give moft melan- 
choly accounts of the efteéts of inundations, 
caufed by the late violent rains, Great da- 
mage has been done at Poitiers, Chatillon, 
Chauvignay, Talmont, &c.° Several houfes 
have been carried away; all the bridges de- 
firoyed, and the water mills and granaries en- 
tirely deftroyed, © 

Paris, Dec. 23. ‘The parliament has re- 
ceived letters from his majefty,dated the roth, 
in which they are ordered to proceed on bufi- 
nefs ; but they have refufed te obey them. 

Verfailles, Dec. 26. The day before yefter- 
day the duke de Vrilliere, mimifter, and fe- 
cretary of ftate, demanded, on the part of the 
king, fromthe duke de Choifeul, minifter, 
and ftate fecretary at war and foreign affairs, 
the refignation of his employments, ‘The 
duke de Choifeul is fince gone to his eftate ar 
Chanteloup, in Tourain. The duke de Vril- 
licre afterwards demanded on the part of the 
king, from the duke de Praflin, fecretary of 
the marine, and chief of the council of finan- 
ces, alfo the refignation of his office, The 
latter will fet outin a few daysfor his feat at 
Praflin. 


Extra& of a Letter from a Gentleman in Paris, 
to bis Friend in London, dated Dec. 28. | 


« As foon asthe news of the exile of the 
duke de Choifeu] was made known in this 
capital, confternation was vifible in the faces 
of all the inhabitants. Soon after, rage 
and defpair fucceeded, on their being infor- 
med, that the duke d’ Aiguillon was appoint- 
ed to fucceed him. The people ran in 
crouds to the parliament, which was afiem- 
bled on this occafion, crying out for the re- 
moval of fuch a ty—t. The parliament 
hath difpatched fome of their officers to all 
their different bodies in the provinces, to 
invite them. to join unanimoufly in making 
moft humble remonftrances to-his maiefty oe 

5 $ 
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this fubje&t. If the king periifis in his 
choice, it is not doubted but that we thall fee a 
civil war.” 

The revolution lately brought about in the 
French minifiry, is not fo much the effect of 
amy negotiations with refpect to peace or 
war, as the confequence of long and inve- 
terate pique between the two principals in 
the late and prefent miniftry. The duke 
d’ Aiguilion has for fome time paft been 
“yang with great fpirit by the friends of 


iberty and Mr. de la Chalotais, in return for . 


‘the crue] oppreffions inflicted by him upon 
that worthy gentleman. ‘This profecution 
the duke de Choifeul, to his great honour, is 
known to have favoured ftrongly. According- 
ly matters went on very heavily againft the 
duke d’ Aiguillon, who having unfortunately 
the wrong fide of the queftion, had no other 
meansof warding off the blow, but by having 
recourfe to the influence of Madame Barré. 
‘The firft vifible effet of his application was 
the procuring an ofder from the king, to ftop 
all the proceedings of the parliament. Thefe 
being juftly exafperated at {uch unjuft violati- 
on of their right, in a matter which called 
out for-redrefs and equity, prefented remon- 
france upon remonftrance to his majefty, 


praying that they might be permitted to pro- 
ceed. But the influence of the lady fill prevail- 
ing, the difpute grew every day more obfti- 
nate, fo that at laitit became neceflary for both 
ie that one or other of them fhouid 


The duke de Choifeul’s good intentions, 
though affifted by the powerof all the parlia- 
ments, and every good man in France, could 
not gain the afcendant, The lady’s charms 
fill prevailed ; and to make her triumph 
more complete, the duke d’ Aigeillon was 
appointed minifter in the room of his dif- 

aced adverfary, the duke de Choifenl, 

hus from being at firft only an auxiliary in 
the caufe, Madame de Barré at lait became a 
principal ; but whether her power will con- 
tinue long, or there be a poffibility that even 
kings themfelves may fometimes be brought 
to fee, time, with the preient univerial 
fermentations in France, is the only criterion 
to fhow. 


Extra& of a Letter from Paris, Dec. 30. 

©The [pirit of difcontent, not to fay re- 
volt, which the people in general manifefted, 
on the news that the duke d’Aiguillon had 
fuceeeded M, de Choifeul, drath determined 
the former to'excu{e himfelf to the king with 
refpeét to the nominativh made in his favour 5 
all his friends have partly pleaded the fame ex- 
cufe, namely, the fear of an impending 
form, In fhoft the ¢hencelior Maupoux, 
fon of the keeper of the feals, both avowed 
enemics of the parliament of Paris, of which 
they have been fucteffively the chiefs, does 
the duty et prefent. At) difpatches are ‘fent 
4D the vetpedtive departments, the head clerks 
ef exch of which go te open and read 
them to the king im perfen, affified by M, 


AFFAIRS. -Jj 


Maupout ; fo that the king is his own priy 
minifter, Itwould be happy for the people 
he would continue fe; he would then 
enabled to knowthe ftate of his kingg 
the wants of his people, the injuftice of 
minifiers; and would thereby confirm & 
attachment which his fubjects have avow 
to him, fully convincedof his tenderness 
them, Thereis not yet any perfon nomia 
ted to fill the vacancies of the exi!es.”” 

Extra& of a Letter oe Paris, Jan. 9, 

“« You may rely onthe following piece 
intelligence, namely, thatthe French hy 
actually planted cloves and nutmegs in ¢ 
illeof France, notwithftanding all the vg 
lance of the Dutch to prevent them. Ti 
was effected in the courfe of the laft ye 
The feaofficer who was employed in it, z 
who brought the news into France, has } 
fome honours conferred on him for his fe: 
ces, and received both a penfion and grat 
from thecourt. He comes fometimes t 
coffee-houfe which 1 frequent, and | 
fhewn me {pecimens of the fpiceries. 

The parliament of Paris has refumedt 
exercife of its funétions, but only under « 
tain conditions ; and it is not known w 
ther the king or the parliament will prex 
Theminifter of war is appointed ; he is 
Jed M. Monteynard, and is deemed extren 
proper fur that department. The publ 
{peak differently of the other minifter 


pointed in the room of the exiled,” 


ITAL Y. 

Leghorn, Nov, 19. Letters from Ma 
advife, that two chefts, one containing 
Gofpel moft curioufly bound, with ,0l 
covers, anda very curious fet of commue 
plate, all richly emboffed: and the 
containing equally magnificent veftment 
the priefts of the Greek church at Mu 
hasbeen fent as a prefent bythe empres 
Ruffia, which were received by them the 
of Odtober, the coronation-day of tht? 
prefs. 

Leghorn, Dec, 7. The republick o § 
guia having been fummeoned by Count 4 
to renounce their neutrality, and ct 
embrace the Ottoman or Ruffian par) 
declared for the former; in coniequent 
which ftep the Ragufans will hencef 
be treated by the Ruffians as their enem* 

Reme, Dec. 19. Cardinal Color 
car tothe pope, has publifhed a placa 
which all women, of what degree Wc¥ 
forbid to appear in the churches wi 


faces uncovered. 

City Minifter—Old Sly Boots} 
A and a variety of otber corrilf* 
are received, and will bave due atien™ 
them in the enfuing month.—ljo |* 
complete [:fts of deaths, ecclefiaftice 
ments, promotions civil and mitit4"y) 
rapts, ©, 
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